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ATLANT A L EGAL A ID SOCIETY, INC. 
153 PRYOR STREET, 5 . W . 

ATLANTA , GEORGIA 30303 

March 6th, 1969 

Honorable Ivan Allen, Jr., 
Mayor, The C-ity of Atlanta 
City Hall, 68 Mitchell Street, S. W., 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Mayor Allen: 

TELEPHONES : 
(404) 524-5811 
(404) 577-5260 

As you may know, our client TUFF and the Southern 
Ch ristian Leadership Conference jointly sponsored a mass 
meeting at the Carver Homes Corrnnunity Center on March 4th 
to protest the policies of the Atlanta Housing Authority. 
Approximately 750 people attended the meeting, and I think 
I am safe in saying that every single one of these people 
had a specific complaint against the Atlanta Housing 
Author i ty. 

Seven week s ago , on Januar y 16th,TUFF presented 
to the Bo ard of the Atlanta Housing Autho r i t y a "Tenant s' 
Bi l l of Ri ghts" which, if a dopted, wo uld go far towar ds 
alleviatin g many of the tenants' c omp lai nts. (The Bi l l 
of Rights h as been endorsed by s uch d iverse g roups a s 
Good Government Atlanta and Metropolitan Atlanta Summit 
Leadership Con ference.) Fr om January 16th to today we 
have h ad n o response from the h ousing authority on t h e 
sub j e ct of that Bill of Ri ghts ; and judging by Mr. Attridge' s 
irrespons i b le den i grat i on of a laws uit r ecen t ly f iled by 
t his o ff ice a gainst the Atlanta Hous i ng Authori ty as 
"ha rrassment " , and Mr. Satterfie ld' s recent attempt t o 
block Legal Aid 's funding, we wo u ld be f oolish to e x pect 
voluntary action from the Atlanta Ho using Autho r ity o n 
this o r on any o ther matte r designed to benefit tenants . 

The refusal of the Atlanta Housing Auth orit y to 
respon d to the legitimate deman ds of tenants c an only 
h a rm o ur c i ty, fo r as you will see from t h e e nc losed c opy 
o f Dr. Abe rnathy ' s r emarks l as t n i ght, the t enants a r e 
beginnin g t o escal ate thei r demands . 
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If we ~ontinue along the present road the Atlanta 
Housing Authority and TUFF will find themselves on a 
collision course. 

When TUFF first demonstrat ed early in November 
a t t h e Ma r riott Hot el, y o u off ere d to use your good 
offices to help the tenants with their problems. On 
other occasions Messrs. Sweat and Robinson of your 
office have re-affirmed their support of TUFF and its 
rightful demands. 

In my op i nion it is now urgent that y ou i n tervene 
in this matter on behalf of the tenants. Unless t h e 
tenant s are granted some relief from the arbitrary policies 
of t he h ous i ng authority , a n d un less they are give n some 
powe r t o control the i r own lives, t h e present conflict 
wi ll deepen , a n d, I fe a r , bro aden. May I i mp lore y ou t o 
join with TUFF , the Southern Christian Leadership Confer­
ence and t h e Atlanta Leg al Ai d Society i n seeking a f air 
s oluti on t o the prob lems of tenants i n At l anta p ub l ic 
hous i ng . 
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;Enclosure. 
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Michael D. Padnos 
Director 




