


w vean mewarn to Turmoeil

- “Cities like Atlanta might slip
:s|backwards.” He warned. “Hotels
igl&nd restaurants that have al-
t-|ready taken this issue upon
;s/themselves and opened their
-|doors might find it convenient
wlto go back to the old status.”
The result might well be ‘“the
olold turmoil of riots, strife,
. |demonstrations and picketing,”|
Mr. Allen asserted, continuing:
|| “Gentlemen, if I had your
.iproblem, armed with the.local
‘lexperience I have had, I would
pass a public accommodation
bill.”

HE€ asked the Senators wheth-
er it was all right for the Negro
to go down Main Street de-
positing his earnings at the
bank and purchasing food ati:
the supermarket just like any
sther customer, and then be
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BACKS CIVIL RIGHTS PROVISION: Mayor va.n A en
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ATLANTA’S MAYOR
BACKS RIGHT RIGHTS BILL

Continued From Page l. Col. 5

turned away at the restaurant
on the ground that the pro-
‘|prietor had a lega.'l rfght to
change the Negro's citizg.nship
as a matter of convenience,
| “I submit that it is not right
{to allow an American’s citi-
.zenship ‘to be changed merely
las a matter of convenience.” he
Isaid,

The Mayor suggested, how-
ever, that Congress should
amend the Administration bill|
to allow “‘a reasonable time” for
communities to abolish discrim-
ination before Federal interven-
tion. He also thought that smal-
ler cities should have a longer
time than larger, since metro-
politan areas found it easier
to adapt themselves to social
change.

Senator .'fohn P. Pastore,
Democrat of Rhode Island, who
was in the chair, told Mr. Allen
at the concludion of his state-
ment that it was more difficult
for him to have said the things
he did than it would have been
for some  officials from|
Northern cities.

_“I am humbled in your pres-
ence,” Mr. Pastore said
Thurmond Poses Queries_

Thereupon, Senator Strom
Thurmond, Democrat of South
Carolina, began a series of ques-
tions similar to those he had
[dressed to Gov .Ross R. Bar-
of Mississippi and . Gov
George C. Wallace of Alabama,
Would it not be better, Mr,
Thurmond asked, to rely on vol-
untary action, or at least local
ordinance ?

"Senator,” Mr. Allen retorted
‘T'd like to see defmitlon on a
national level, should
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mond asked.

“It would compel the same
rights be given to Negro cit-
izens as to white citizens. Yes,
that's compulsion. Any federal
law exercises some compulsion,”
the Mayor replied. He then
went on:

“We have reached a situation
that has been brought mto be-
ing by the Supreme Court. We
look on the Supreme Court with
a schoolboy's reverence, This is
your court, our court.”

Mr. Thurmond then asked
whether the proposed law would
not destroy business in Georgia.

“I don’t see any business de-
stroyed,” Mr. Allen answered,
“I am asking Congress, as a
local official, to give me a def-
inition.”

Senator Is Challenged

At this point Mr, Pastore an:
grily protested Mr. Thurmond's
questions, which, he said, wer¢
“unfair,” He said that if the
South Carolinian  continuec
these “when-did-you-stop-beat:
|ing-your-wife questions,” e
would rule them out of order

Mr. Thurmond said that tht
chairman was trying to ‘‘gag’
members. “If we can't cross
examine witnesses to find ou
how this would work, we hawvi
reached a dangerous stage,” hi
said.

Mr. Pastore retorted that Mr
Thurmond wa.é asking “loadec
questions to catch the  head
lines."”

: “A.s'.'lon as I am chairman,’
he shout , “I will see that all
nit ﬁ?&”f‘ S BBy
ecorum an em-
b T beyohd the. limits of

stdpit. . id not
~ “I can’t stop it aﬂ:&r it hap-
1ed,” Mr. Pastore said with

&.1. ;
Mr. Thurmond has contended

that the integration movement

is _"‘chmmunjgt-c{}n;tmlled..’" 4

Democrat of Michigan, asked
l#he Mayor if his city's desegre-
gation mes were “Commu-

.insp |

 “There are no more Commu-
mists in Atlanta than there are
{on the moon,” Mr. Allen said.

South Cnml.ln.lanl!eard

Later Gov. Donald Russell of
|South Carolina opposed the b
as uaconsgxtluﬁgnﬂ, 'i\;rldn me
opposite line from
‘the Governor argued that pmg-
ress could be m&de ?v
voluntary local action that
a Federal law “will breelg‘re-
sis ~perhaps violence.”
Tﬁmﬁmg befm:eps a Senate
Lab %& Public Wen’m sgubz






