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Senator Praises Views 
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WASHINGTON, July 26-
['he Mayor of Atlanta ap­
pealed to Congress today to 
pass legislation to eliminate 
egregation, "slavery's step­

child." 
"We cannot dodge the issue," 

Mayor Ivan Allen Jr. told the 
Senate Commerce Committee."' 
"We cannot look back over ou t 
houJders or turn the clock bac t 

o the 1860's. We must take 
iction now to assure a greater 
future for our citizens and our 
country." 

In the last several years At­
anta has desegregated city 

parks and golf courses, public · 
schools, lunch counters, princi- i 
pal restaurants and its leading 1 

hotels for tqe holding of con­
ventions. 

Mr. Allen, who was elected 
Mayor in 1961, took pride in 
the progress nonetheless. He 
said, "It has been a long ex- 1 

hausttng and often disco~rag- '. 
ing process and the end is far ' 

· from being in sight." 
· Asks Passage of Bill 

What Atlanta has accom­
plished, Mr. Allen said, has 
been done partly by voluntary \ 
action and partly as a result 
of court orders. But the task 
of dealing with discrimination 
in public accommodations would 
have ·been easier ltf there had 
been a national law to guide 
local officials and businessmen, 1 

e said. < 
He does not believe, he said, t 

, hat any en w:trrb--.t.}J.e 
ederal Government to · strict 

unnecessarily the rights of 
private business. 

However, h,e added, ''I am 
firmly convinced that the 'Su­
preme Colll't insists that the 
sam~ fundamental rrghts must 
be held by every American citi­
zen." 

Therefore, any failure by Con­
gress to pass the bill "woul 
amount to an endorsement o 
private business setting up a 
entirely new status of discrimi-

- nation throughout the nation,' 
he declared. 



.... __ .., .. ~ .n ~Lurn 1;0 '.l'Urmoil 

"Cities like Atlanta might slip 
·s backwards." He warned. "Hotels 
g nd restaurants that have al­
t- ready taken this issue upon 
1s themselves and opened their , 
i- doors might find it convenient , 
r to go back to the old status." 1 

The result might well be "the 
p old turmoil of riots, strife, 1 

- demonstrations and picketing," , 
' Mr. Allen asserted, continuing: 
- "Gehtlemen, if I had your 1. • I 
, problem, armed with the local 

experience I have had, I would b 
pass a public accommodation f. 
bill." n 

e asked the Senators wheth- f 
er it was all right for the Negro 
to go do n Main Street de­

ositing his earnings at the 
\:>ank and purchasing food at : 
lhe supermarket just like any 
other customer, and then be ~ 
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BACKS CIVIL RIGHTS PROVISION: Mayor Ivan Allen 
Jr. of Atlanta urges passage of prohibition of segregation 
in privately owned public accommodations during his 
app_earance before t'1e Senate Cw ·--;-;·0 :i Co-- 1ri '.J~~-
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turned away at the restaurant 
on the ground that the pro­
prietor had a legal right to 
cha.nge the Negro's citizenshiJ1 
l!,S a matter of convenience. 

"I submit that it is not right 
to allow an American's citi­
zenship to be changed merely 
as a matter of convenience," he 
said. 

The Mayor suggested, how­
ever, tha t Congress should 
arnen,d the Administration bill 
to allow "a reasonable time" for 
communities to abolish discrim­
ination before Federal interven­
tion. He also thought that smal­
ler cities should have a longen 
ime than larger, since metro­

politan a reas found it easie1 
to adapt themselves to social 
change. 

Senator J ohn P. Pastore, 
Democrat of Rhode Island, who 
was In the chair, told Mr. Allen 
at the concludion of his state.; 
ment that it was more difficult 
for him to have said the things 
he did than it would have been \ 
for some officials from 
Northern cities. 

"I am humbled In your pres­
ence," Mr. Pastore said. 

Thurmond Poses Queries 
Thereupon, Senator Strom 

Thurmond, Democrat of Sou 
Carolina, began a series of ques 
tions similar to those he had 
addressed to Gov .Ross R. Bar­
nett of Mississippi and , Gov 
George C. Wallace of Alabama 

Would It not be better, Mr 
Thurmond asked, to rely on vol­
untary action, or at least loca 
ordinance? 

"Senator," Mr. Allen retortJ 
'I'd like to see definition on 
national level. Congress shout 
say what it thinks should b 
done under the Supreme Cour 
decision. We have been left u 
in the air." 

Wasn't it true that tbJs w 
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mond asked. 
"It would compel the same 

rights be given to Negro cit­
izens as to white citizens. Yes, 
that's compulsion. Any federal 
Jaw exercises some compulsion," 
the Mayor replied. He then 
went on: 

"We have reached a situation 
that has been brought tnto be­
ing by the Supreme Court. We 
look on the Supreme Court wit~ 
a schoolboy's reverence. This is 
your court, our court." 

Mr. Thurmond then aske 
whether the proposed law would 
not destroy business in Georgia. 

"I don't see any business de­
stroyed," Mr. Allen answered. 
"I am asking Congress, as 
local official, to give me a def 
inltlon." 

Senator Is Challenged 
At this point Mr. Pastore an­

I grily protested Mr. Thurmond'• 
1 questions, which, he sa id, wer 
I "unfair.'' He said that if th 
South Carolinian continuec 
these "when-did-you-stop-beat­
ing-your-wife questions," h 
would rule them out of ordei: 

Mr. Thurmond said that th 
chairman was trying to ."gagl 
members. "If we can't cross 
examine witnesses to find ou 
how this would work, we hav 
reached a dangerous stage," h 
said. 

Mr. Pastore retorted that M~ 
:I'hurmond was asking "loadeo 

uestions to catch the . head· 
lines.'' 

' :As long as I am chairman,' 
he shouted, "I will see that al 
witnesses are treated with dig 
ni ty and decorum a.nd not em­
barrassed beyond the limits· o 
fairness." 

The audience rok!i: into ap­
plause, Mr. Thurmon<l asked 
the chairman why he did not ' 
stop it. 

"I can't stop it after it hap­
pened," Mr. Pastore said with 
a grin. 

Mr. Thurmond has contended 
that the integration movement 
Is "Communist-controlled." 

Senator Philip A. Hart, 
Democrat of Michigan, asked 
~he Mayor if his city's desegre­
gation moves were "Commu­
nist-inspired.' ' 

"There are no more Commu­
nists in Atlanta than there are 
on the moon,'' Mr. Allen said. 

South Ca.rollnlan H~rd 
Later Gov. Donald Russell of 

South Carolina opposed the bill 
as unconstitutional. Taking the 
opposite line from Mr. Allen, , 
the Governor argued that prog- , 
ress .could be made only by , 

\ voluntary local action and that 
a Federal Jaw "will. breed re 
sistance and perhaps violence.'' 

Testifying before a Senate 
Labor and Public Welfare sub­
committee on fair employment 
practices legislation, Roy Wil­
kins, executive secretary of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, 
said it was as difficult for a 
Negro to get into the plumbers' 
union as into the Chase Manhat• 
tan Bank. 

He praised ~orge Meany, 
president of the labor federa­
tion, for bringing pressure to 
bear on unions that practice 
discrimination. This, be said, 
was having "some effect, but t 

· us the movement seems 
, glacial.'' 




