
do so, to beauti fy it, to build it' up. But if they wish to live in 
other sections of the city, better located, closer to places of work, 
or for other reasons, they will also be free to do so. In fact, 
t~e living in close contact and the mixing of peoples of all na
tions and of all races will be r.ncouragcd, for this will hasten the 
Jestruction of al I forms of scparati!'m passed J own as a heri
tage from capitalism, will tend to freely amalgamate all peoples. 

Thus, in a general way, we see the tremendous possibilities 
for_ the Negro in a Soviet America. No privileges for the whites 
~hich the Negroes do not at the same time have, full equal 
nghts-this is thr. minimum to be expected from a Soviet America. 

But today some eight million Negroes-two-thirds of the 
Negro people- live in and around the plantation area, in the 
lllost backward section of the country. The basic work will have 
lo he done here. Here the real economic basis for equality, the 
" 11cial and political realization of equality, is to be g-uaranteerl. 

The Soviet Negro Republic 

We assume here that the new Negro Republic created as a 
result of the revolution for land and freedom is a Soviet Republic 
a_nd that this Republic has settled the question of self-determina
hon in favor o( federation with the Soviet United States. Under 
such conditions, we will try to picture in its main features the 
transformation which can and will take place in this territory. 

The actual extPnt of this new Hepublic would in all prob
al,ility he approximately the pm-rnt arPa in which the Negroes 
co11stitute the ma jori ty of the population. In other worcls it would 
h~ approximatrly the pr~se11t planlation area. It would be cer
tain to include such r:i tics as Jticlunond and Norfolk, Va., Colum
bia and Charleston, S. C., /\rl anta, Augusta, Savannah and Macon, 
Georgia, Montgomery, Alabama, New Orleans and Shreveport, 
La., Litt le Hock, Arkansas, ancl l\.'lemphis, Tennessee. In the 
actual determination of the boundaries of the 11ew Republic, 
other industrial cities may be included. The actual settlement of 
the qur.stion of boundaries wi ll depend largely on the steps taken 
10 as!' ure well-rounded economic dP-vclopment lo the Negro 
Republic. This question we will discuss shortly. 

What will be the basis of political power? Who will hold 
the political power in this territory? 

At the present timt> political power is in tht' hands o( the 
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plantation masters and the capitalists. The democracy which 
permits the voters to elect this or that representative of the in
terests of the large landlords and the capitalists is limited only 
to a section of the white population. The Negroes are practically 
entirely excluded. There is less democracy here than in any other 
part of the country. 

As a result of the revolution the plantation masters and the 
capitalists will be overthrown. The formerly exploited classes 
of the population will come to power. These will be the workers, 
the former share-croppers, small tenants and small individual 
landowners. Because the Negroes are in a majority, especially 
of the exploited classes, the new governmental bodies will be pre
dominantly composed of Negroes. The actual working out of 
real democracy in this territory-democracy for the majority 
of the people and not for the minority as under capitalism
will result in the Negroes playing the principal role in the new 
governmental authority. 

It would, however, be ¼Tong to say that the new government 
would be a dictatorship of the Negroes. Political power is based 
not upon racial characteristics but upon classes. The new pol
itical power would be-a dictatorship of the workers and the small 
farmers. Since most of the workers and the small farmers in this 
territory are Negroes, they would naturally compose the greater 
part of the personnel of the new town, township, county and re
gional government bodies. 

The Soviet has proven to be the international form of this 
kind of governmental power. The first Soviets were created by 
the Russian Revolution of 1905, and were established as the 
form of the dictatorship of the proletariat a,; a result of the 
Russian Revolution of 1917. Since then in revolutions which 
have taken place in Germany, Hungary, Austria, Spain, China, 
Cuba and other countries, Soviets have also appeared as the 
form of power of the workers and peasants. The Soviets which 
will arise in the old South will be somewhat as follows: 

They will arise locally, here and there, as the revolution 
starts, and spread as it develops further. Let us try to picture 
the composition of 'one of these Soviets, which will hold power 
in a certain locality. On this Soviet there will be representatives 
of the share-croppers, tenants and wage-workers of the planta
tions; then representatives, let us say, of the workers in a local 
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state offices. A number of Negnies were elected to the Senate 
and House of Representatives in Washington. If at that time full 
democracy had been in force the Negroes would have had even 
larger representation in the state and national governments. 
After the defeat of these revolutionary governments, the Negroes 
were completely disfranchised. 

Under the revolutionary government of the Soviets, however, 
full democracy fur the majority will be assured by creating the 
economic basis for this democracy. 

The Economic Foundation of Equality 

THE LAND 

Among the first actions of a Soviet government would be a 
decree recognizing the confiscation of the large landownings 
where this has taken place or authorizing such confiscation if it 
has not yet taken place, converting all privately-owned land into 
the property of the whole people without compensation, and the 
confiscation of all livestock and implements of the large land
owners for the use of the people. 

Thus would the destruction of the plantation system in the 
South be authorized according to revolutionary law. 

The land would now be the property of the people as a 
whole. Local Soviets or land committees, compc,sed of the poor 
farmers and the farm workers, could now determine the allotment 
of land to the former tenants and share-cropeprs. While the hmd 
would remain the property of the Republic, it would be divided 
up among the poor farmers whose right to till their farms would 
be recognized. Those who already have a small holding of land 
would be permitted to continue working it and they might even 
be given more land after the needs of the landless are satisfied. 

All previous debts and obligations would be cancelled. Finan
cing, the banks and credit would now be in the hands of the Soviet 
state. With the removal of all restricting forces, such as the old 
credit institution and the plantation system, a complete trans
formation of agriculture in the South would now be possible. The 
most hackl\'ard area under capitalism could now be turned into a 
source of well-being for its population. Cotton, the most im
portant commercial crop, which under capitalism is ~he scourge 
of millions of toilers, can now be turned into the instrument for 
rapid economic and social development. 

From the huge plantations as they exist today two kinds of 
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other agricultural machinery replace the mule. The huge collec· 
tive farms can be tremendous cotton-growing factories. The land, 
no longer divided up into small tenant lots, can now be plowed 
by a tractor, planted by a seeding machine, chopped by modern 
agricultural equipment. The mechanical cotton picker, whose 
development has been retarded by the present system of growing 
cotton, could now be employed profitably. There would be a 
tremendous saving in human labor. Hunclrccl:,; of thousands of 
farm families would now have the possibilities of leisure and 
peace, plenty and abundance, education and culture. 

Social planning will make this possible. The nearest capital
ism has come to "planning" is to plan the destruction of millions 
of acres o~ cotton under the A.A.A. and the Bankhead Bill. The 
new planning will plan, not destruction, but pro1lul'lion and dis
tribution. 

Where will the n~sources and capital Le obtained for this 
transformation of Southern agriculture? At the present time the 
hankers, other creditors, large commission and merchanting 
houses and the large landowners obtain great profits from the 
cotton country. Much of the surplus now produced in the collon 
eountry is accumulated by the financiers in the form of exorbi
tant interest, in some cases reachinp; as hip;h a:,; 700 per r.ent per 
annum. This parasitism will no lunp;er exist. All cotton will 
be sold directly lo gcm~rnment agencies eith,•r from the collective 
or state farms or by the cooperatives of the individual owners. 
Government credit will be made available, on easy terms, to the 
poorest section of the fanning population ancl to the collectives. 
Thus the capital produced by cotton cultivation will not Aow into 
the coffers of Wall Street but will be utilized for improving 
Southern agriculture and the conditions of its workers. 

But this will not be the only source of capital. The govern
ment of the :\egru Republic could allocate to agriculture addi
tional funds from the revenues of the State, largely obtained from 
State-owned industry. 

Thirdly, there would be even greater aid from the Central 
Soviet Government of the United States. The principal policy 
of the Central Soviet Government with regard to the Negro Re
public would be to establish the basis of full equality by rapidly 
raising the economic level of this region. Funds would immedi
ately be allocated for agricultural and industrial development in 
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industry. There are close at hand the necessary coal, ore and 
dolomite. This could become the great manufacturing center of 
tractors and other agricultural machinery which will be a great 
force in bringing about socialism on the former slave land. 

This area is also rich in water power. Capitalism has only 
just begun the development of electric power in the South and 
this growth has been retarded because there is not sufficient 
industry to make use of this power. Under the planned economy 
of a Soviet state, old industry would be reconstructed, new in
dustries would arise. 

We have only indicated some of the possibilities. Still greater 
ones would unfold in a Soviet America. This much is important 
and certain: with the overthrow of the landlord-capitalist power 
and the establishment of the Soviet Negro Republic, the most 
backward section of the United States would develop into an 
advanced, wealthy area. The rich resources of the territory, until 
now wasted and plundered by the capitalists, would be turned 
to their own account by the workers and farmers, with the aid of 
the working class of the North and northern resources. Then 
would the basis of Negro equality be established. And the so
called poor whites would also he liberated from poverty, extreme 
exploitation and backwardness. 

The Reali:r.ation of Social Equality 

When the slaves were liberated in the South as a result of the 
Civil War the slave blocks and auction houses were burned to 
the ground by the former chattels. One can well imagine with 
what elation the liberated people of the South will now burn 
the jim-crow signs, symbols of the capitalist slavery of white and 
Negro alike. The bonfire of jim-crow signs will light the way 
to real freedom. 

The power of the workers and poor farmers will create for 
the first time a culture for the masses of the South. New, mod
ern school buildings will arise by the thousands. Illiteracy, the 
shame of the South, will be wiped out. Technical schools and 
universities will also become a southern product. We think it 
entirely safe to predict that the public school system in all its 
branches will develop at a rate in the South exceeding any pre
vious records in the history of American capitalism. 

Much will have to be done in the field of health protecton. 
The diseases of poverty-pellagra, hookworm, etc.- which plague 
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What's Back of Anti-Discrimination Bills? 
The past year or two a wave of propaganda has demanded the 

enactment by Congress and the several States of so-called "Anti· 
Discrimination Laws." 

The assumption of many persons is that these measures are a 
generous and timely effort that will bring contentment to all the 
people. But there is impressive evidence that they are, instead, merely 
one more attempt of the Communists to stir up trouble. 

There und_oubtedly is so_me discrimination against many Negroes, 
and to a certam extent agamst many Jews. But it is in large part 
merely_ the e_xpression by the 117 million non-Negroes and non-Jews 
of their ch01ce of employees or fellow-employees, or of companions 
or associates. Such choice is, in the very nature of things, a part of 
liberty itself. 

Negroes and Jews in the United States have had greater oppor
tu~itie~ than in ~ny other country on earth. On the day the New York 
legislative commlltees held a hearing on an Anti-Discrimination Bill, 
the New York_ papers carried long articles telling of the election of a 
Negro as President of the Bar Association of Dutchess County, New 
York, and mentioning incidentally that his daughter is a Justice of the 
Domestic Relations Court in New York City. 

. ~ncreasing numbers of ~egroes are constantly attaining distinc· 
uon ID many fields. There 1s less reason now for anti-discrimination 
l~ws t!tan there might h:ive_ been t~n, ~wenty or thirty years ago. The 
~1tuauon has been steadily 1mprov1Dg ID that slow but sure way whid1 
1s the sou_ndest way_ of all, but which apparently annoys the zealots 
and fa~aucs who wish to see any situation they think wrong righted 
over mght. And many good citizens, who have lacked opportunity 
really_ to study the matter, are today being misled by iliese very 
!anaucs, and by an alien-minded element with aims and purposes of 
its own. 

M~st Ame_ricans regret the existence of any cliso·imination. True 
edu~:tllon, pat!ence and ~eate_r emphasis on the_ Christian quality of 
chan_ty (that 1s, good will) will accelerate the unprovement in race 
rel~uo~s t~at has long been noted. But to resort to compulsion by 
leg1slauon 1s not the remedy. That will set the clock back--and will 
probably do worse. The Eighteenth Amendment proved that. 

• • • • 
We submit herewi_th an offse~ copy of a pamphlet published in 

1935 by the Workers Library Publishers (the Communist Party of the 

U:S.A.). A perusal of this suggests the likelihood ~t ~e anti-dis
cnmi~ation campaign for which many ~ pe<_>P.le, mduding church 
organizations, have fallen, is of wholly ahen ongin. 

. "The Negroes in a Soviet America," as the reader will ~ee, is a 
dir~ct incitement by the Communist;5 to bloody revolt aga~nst the 
whue people of the United States, urgmg them_ to set up a Soviet form 
of government and affiliate with Soviet Russia. The Foreword on 
page 2 urges social equality as "'a minimum desire" of th_e N~gr~. ~n 
page 35 is the statement, "'The Negro people can find msp1rauon 10 

tne revolutionary attempts of Gabriel, Denmark Vesey, Nat Tum': 
:: ·." etc.; and upon consulting Volume XIV of Albert Bushnell Hart_s 

History of the American Nation," it will be foun'! that _two at leas~ 
of these Negroes were the leaders in Negro revolts m which scores 0 

White men, women and children were mercilessly slaughtered . 

. On page 38 is the statement that, "Any act of discriminatio~ or of 
prejudice agamst a Negro will become a cnme under the revoluuonary 
law." 

The anti-discrimination bills carry out this idea precisely! 

At the present moment, of course, the C~mmunist technique has 
changed-it would not aid in securing a conunuance of lend-lease or 
the expected help in Russian reconstruction if so cr_ude :I; pamphl~t 
Were circulated now. Nevertheless, as David J· Dalhn f>OlDtS .out .m 
his .book, "The Real Soviet Russia" (publishe bf th~ Yale Umversity 
Press, 1945), this current attitude of tlie Commll:msts 1s merely a Prul;5C 
from which t11e Communists will return to their ruthless Commum5t 

program when the current need has passed. 

James W. Ford, one of the authors ?f the pamph~et, h_as. been 
several times the candidate of the Communist Party for Vice-Piesidcnt. 
"James S. Allen " the other author, is the alias for Sol Au~rbach whose 
activities were ~ matter of record before the Dies Committee. 

This special offset edition of "The Negroes in a Soviet America .. 
has been brought out in order that the people may form a true ';';°der-
5tanding of what is back of the present hullabaloo about Race 
¾uality." 
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