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Hea:cings before the Subccmmi ttee on Executive Reorgan i ze.t i. or:. 
o f the Senate Govermr..ent Operations Corr~tlittee 

Afternoon session : Novembe r 30, 1966 

Witness : Judge GE!orge Ed,·re.1·ds, U. S . Court of Appeals, 6th Circuit , 
Former Police Co~.missione r of the City of Detroit; 1962 and 1963. 

J udge Edwards outlined for the Subccmmittee the p::.·oble!ns of law enfor c ez:-.ei1t 
in the large cities of the U. S . with examples drawn la1·gely f:r ora his o~-,n. 
experi ences i n the city of Det::.·oi t . The J"G.dge emphasized tl":e probl em ::: of 
the Negro co:r,!nuni ty and the fac t that the attitude s of Negroes to,-,ards Ls:w 
enforcement are the product of the ir early environr.1ent mainly in t he South. 
J udge Ea.wards said that r.1ost crh--rie is cc:r.r.li tted by Neg::.·oe s and inflicted. 

[ on others of their own race . He said, hc,;ever, that the large r::2. jority cf 
· Negroes are i n favor of l aw enforc e1-::ent and want to see it i::1~roved . 

The Judge made the following suggestions : 

1. Fi nd out more facts in regard to co;·:iplaint s about police brutality . 
2 . Transfer trouble:nakers on a police force and those who use bru.tali-::.y . 
3 . End in,restigative arrests . 
4. Increase police in high crime prec i nct s . 
5 . Fe ci.e r e.l government must help localities co:n"':Jat organized c rime . 
6. Professionalize policemen by upgradic·g their standards throue;h bette::.' 

training . 
7. Prorr,ot~ Negroe s on an eq_ua l basis with uhi {;es . 
8 . Ban police dogs in racial d.err.or2str ations . 
9. I ntegrate p:)lic e t eams . 

10. Ra i se the pay of pol ic emen . 
11. Hire more policer.ien . 
12. Coordinate l aw enforcement agenc i es . 
13. Esta"':Jlish a i'iat ional Police Tr aining College . 
14. Establish high l evel board..s within police de:partn,ents to i nvestigate 

charges a gai:1st policerr.en . 
15. Federal grants -in - i i d should b e made for police training . 
16 . End the autonor!lous :-iature of l aw enfo:r·cement bodies . 

Witness : Robe r t Coles , M.D., ~ese arch Psycl: iat ris t , Es.rve.::.·d Uni versity 
Health Servic e s . 

Dr. Coles is a child psychiatrist w:'lo ,,;orte d extens ively i ri the So·t.1t h e.n.i 
studie d the effect of racial tens ion on J:egr0 child.::.·en . He stated th~t t he 
young Hegro children who first att e::-ided white schools i n the S01;.to. and ,_.;~-:o 
had to er2du.re mar:y torments and antagonism siowed a great strength of 
chara cter. He said that i t was a puzzle::;ent to him that st::.·e s s yrodu2e s ;-:,c-r -:: 
strength of character tha,, an envil·o,Jn-21;_t of lu.."\.-ury 01· midcile clas s tr""r: -l q_uili ty . Eo1.-rever , the Doctor poi n. t e d out that afte::.· the 2.g2. , of twe l ve , 
unde:cpr i vileged children b egin to r eali ze that obed i ence to the Bibli c2.l 
teaching s of their child...hood will r2ot pay off. P.ft er thi s re a liza~ion t'::le 



! ' 

, 

l 
---::---

2 

l s l urn ym.rt:·. .".·=;rgoes 1·:i1at psycniatrists call " death of t he t ea::-t . " 'I:'rseY 
then oui te ·· "=D b e co:ne a nti - soc i a l a nci. turn t o a. l i fe of c:::.-~,e or 

. deli nq_uen c;-r . .::'b..e Doctor pointed. ou t tr..at sor~e delinquents do ,,,.co:1g b e c 2.u s 2 
they can f L . i. ::othi ng r i ght , nothi ng signi f icant and cha l ler..g i ng t o do . 

Main questions raised. ·oy the Su"!:l co!!~:i.i ttee : 

1. Rac};:etee:..-ing i n shEn hous i ng . 

Senator Kerille(\}r ask ed Judge Ed,,:-2.rd.s whether orgc.nizeci crir.-.e pla.ys a ~ c._.., 

i n the creation and. continuat io r.. of slur:: housing concii tion s . The Juc'.ge 
s a id that i t probabl y does and Sena to::.- Kenne ci.y tol d the Ch2..iri,1an that 
h e t hinks the Subcomnlittee shoul d expl ore thi s ~ossibility . 

2. Defense by citie s a gains t riotin~ . 

3. 

Senator Ri b i coff asked the J 1.;.ci.ge Hhat a ci t y ca :1 do to d.e fend i tse lf 
a gainst r i oting and at wha t p o i n t the nat ional Guar d s:-::.ould. b e ca l l ed 
_in. The Judge s a id t ha t all of his suggest ions HO"'c1ld help :prever.t 
r iots , bu t once the riot had. c egun i t cou1d. be coun-c e1.·ac tec. onl y by 
qu ick o:cgan~z ation and grea t r,,ob i l i ty of sub stantial forces on t he sic'.e 

· o f the l aw . He said that t he f orce used mu s t b e ove r Ki.1el.:1.i ng a ,:d di s c i ~.)lined . 
He be_liev e s that tne Nationa l Guar d s i2ould be calle d. to a riot scene 
whe n ' police gur, i'ire i s ne eded . 

Cu l ture of p -.:>ve:rty . 

Senator Ke nne ciy a s}:ed Dr . Col es whe t her ther e is 2. cu l t uyc of -;:iove i' t y 
i n the U. S . 'I·:1.e Doctor 1-eplied that h e does not t :ii ~ '- t ha-'c we reJ.lly 
have a cult u re of povert y because peop l ':! a:::e no l onger i so:'..a teq. due t o 
the existence and ext ens i vene s s o f a rr.a .ss r::edia o f corr.:,;c:.>l i c a t i ons . 
Throug:1. TV a nd othe r medi a p ::: a c-c i c a lly ev eryone i n this country is a,.-ra :::-e 
of t:C-1e oppo:ct w1iti es wh i ch exi st o:r at l ea s t t hat there i s a nett er i-,2:y 
to live a l t hough the a tta i ma.ent of t ha:, l i f e i s not p o s s i b l r, . 

l f . B'J.ss i r.g of school chi l clren . 

L Although D~ . Cole s thi rik s t hat the Eosto:1 e:>..--perin er:t i n bus s i ng chilclr2n 
t o t he su'::mrbs he.s b een qui te suc c e E:s lul , Senator Rioicoff i ::,plied t=-,c:.t 
i n hi s y i e1·r the ~;1oney. ::-: i ght better be spE:n t iri~yrov::..ng s l ~-:--:. c: 0.ucc..t i on 
generally . Senat o:r Ri bicof~ sai d t h a-'c h e d i ci r.o t thi nk t hat the p l a ci r.g 
of very poor chi l dren in school s ':-:i t h a f f luent and well fe d chi l ci:::.· en 
was p sychologically goo ci. for t he u nd.e r :;,:c i vi l ege d. chi l d . 

5. RehabL! .. itat i on of sl'.ll-:i. d,:e l lers . 

~ Ser.atc:c Ribi coff a ::;ked ,·,het ne r there i s ar..y h o-::;e fo:::- t ~12 :::ost -viol ent 
rr1ert::> e r s of sllt7t co:r_~11u1~i ties . 1I·i-.:. e :8:>ctor· r epl i ed t hat i n ::i s opi n2.on 
a r.ybocly c cJ.:-, cha:::6e i: gi ven s01:·.2~:1. i r.g t o f a l l b8.cre on . Ee c ited as 
ar~ exar::.ple t he a1itobioz;ra~!.i.;y c f lv:s.l col.2:-. X ,.,;10 1-:e.s f r cr:1 a r.::, st u~:foTt.1.L;.f.t = 
far:1ily and ·w!".10 t ur ned a~-ra·::l ::'ro~n c. li f e of C!."' i ~~~e to b eccr ..... e a l ea.:Iei-·o 
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6. Mea!1s ,;: ·, ~h ; ng slurn cl:.i J.fu·en . 

There ,.;.·. general ciiscus s ion of wl:.e t:ier the vast amount of 1rconey beir_z 
spent o :-, ~catio!1 today is paying off . Senator Kennec..y '.·ras very int e. ::.· e s"c e c.. 
i n findi ;;. _: ~-2tter ways to help slun ch ilfu·e:, . 

Senators present : 

Ribicoff 
Kennedy 




