
DEPARTMENT O F HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPM ENT 

PEACHTREE SEVENTH BUILDING, ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30323 

Room 645 
REGION Ill April 15, l968 

Mro Wayne Moore, Jr. 
Coordinator 
Metropolitan Atl anta Council 

of Local Goverl'l.ments 
900 Glenn Building 
Atla.~ta, Georgia 30303 

Dear lf1r. Moore: 

Subject: Urba.ri. Pla.l'l!ling Assistance Program 
Funding One Areawide Planni ng Agency 

per Metropolitan Area 

I N REPLY REFER TO: 

3CP 

Thi s office is in receipt of notification from our Washington offi ce that 
it is the present departmental policy to support only one areawi de agency 
per metropolitan areao The re asons why grants should not be made to t wo 
agencies , as is the case i n the Atlant a metropolitan area, as set forth 
by the Washington office are: 

l . Lack of necessity . There is no distinction in the 701 Program 
between Organizations of Public Officials and metropolitan planning 
commissions with regard t o eligible work . Although Section 701(g) 
and Pla...rming Agency Letter #50 emphasi ze coordination of governmental 
regulations and services , such studies were eligible before the 
enactment of 701(g). 

2 . Value t o the community of a single areawide agency . Having one 
areawide agency responsible for developing and coordinating multi
j urisdict_ional plans, programs and policies on all fronts - social, 
physical, economic, health, administrative, etc. , - is of ultimate 
benefit to the connnunity. It reduces confusion on the part of 
elected officials and the people as to where this responsibility 
rests, and it reduces divisive competition between agencies . 
Specific 701-assisted work items can be subcontracted t o other 
agencies, but the legal responsibility should lie with the central 
agency. 

3. Conservat ion of scarce people and dollars. There is a serious 
shortage of competent public administrators and high-level professional 
people t o fill top staff positions on these agencies. !HID should avoid 
generating unnecessary additional demand for such personnel. Also, 
grant funds are scarce. Again, we should avoid creating unnecessary 
additional demand. 



2 

~-. Federal policy or coor dination i n m -ci-jurisdictional a.reas o The 
multiplicity of fe 'eral and state assistance p:rogram.s -· o u:c-oan areas 
requires that these programs be coordinated at t _e etropolitan or 
regional level. P--resident Johnson has called for such coord ·nation, 
and the Bureau of the Budget has lid out guideli es in c:rcula.r _-8o. 
It is unlikely that funding t wo a.rea,-Tide agencies in t he sane area 
thro' gh 701 wou d e : the spL it o '-h s - - c..:.tive ::?ro. cur..cer Gnts . 

5. Conflicting plans and programs ., Dual agencies provide no 
mechanism f or resolving inconsistent plans and programs which li ely 
will be developed by each agency. A policy of dual grants opens the 
door for ser~ous disputes in the future over the proper role of each 
agency. 

We have been advi sed also not to accept further applicat ions from two areawide 
agencies i n t he s a..me metropolitan area without clearance of such action 
with the Washington office . 

It is our i nterpretation of the information at hand and fro_ discussions with 
Washington office personnel that .,_he department does not discourage the 
creation of two areawide agencies, but that, in the future, it will receive 
and fund applications from only one such agency. We understand that one 
areawide agency may file an application fo_ the work program of the second 
agency and contract the work back to it. 

In view of the current relationship existing between etropolitan Atlanta 
Council of Loccl Governments and Atlanta Region 1etropolitan Planning 
Commission, consideration should be given at an early date as to the future 
organizational arrangements for submittal of and administration of UFA 
applicationso 

We will be pleased to meet with representatives of both agencies as may be 
required. 

Si~7erely y~urs, /~. (I 
I ; 'tr' ,1i r l ~ 
I J, ~ !. -'' l/1 u /I',: l ~-1 lr,,( .t. :·, ;, /\ 
1/l , , , -v ,.1.- ./(? / 

A. Frederick Smith, ' 
Assistant Regional Administrator 
Program Coordination and Services 

Division 




