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Silould the Ul'h'an N<'g-ro gfhetl:os be r"'bu1Jt or 
ti!iould ~hair re::;1dents ibc ::;catlcred t:o the white 
i.ubtu·bs '? 

R1Ji?"X:'.t f..,~&l 'l1.11c smgglc among high ad
f?/'-'t/0 .-··: _., :\:: mini::;u·atlon ollidals for an an
i' · ·,·.-J\ '.d swe r to that question has been 
i. . : ·.,,,~ /(J. inlcn!;C since a heated a.rgu-

[
;'1,-: )l~'-,::,i f:f mcnt eriuptcd in the White 

·' · ... ,·,'·':, f ;~ ·; -~ HoLtSe office o£ Joe Cali.fan 
.: · .' ''%~iii'-\ many weeks ago. 
\ ~ 'i · ' ·-:,-' · : Bureau of the Buc'.get Dircc

.· _/: .,-;- '·-?r·i 1Dr Ch,u·ks Shi1llze set o.fi the 
~- ·----...J tense exchange w 1w11 he b{'gan 

MEANS cliscw;s.ing tJ1e urban crisis be--
fore nr-;u•Jy a dozen cabinet anrl ::;uh-cabinet 
rnrmlx:rs a~semhled bc1H'a th Califano's stark 
hl,wk ,ind in-ey a:lr.;trncl pain1'in6'S. Sh1tltze pre
scntro a hst of J5 sugg<'!il ions for improving 
condituon in the ci ties . 

SO:ll,E OF THE PARTfOTT'J\:\'TS in that hig,h
powc•rwl St':S.'i'ion we-re chug--rin<·d t;hat Shul tze 
failf'r:I to inclu<k a proposal tackl ing what they 

Z wnsider the h igi,'C'St urban pro'xl<'m of u.il - tm
j em1,l9yrnent. .Secretary of Lnho.r Willard Wirtz 

obsNvN.i testily that t:he prol,l<-m ot t11c ci<t:ics is 
c cntl'rcd upon tlw pl igJll o[ tu1e pove ry-{;trickcn 
Negro. Ghettos . He pointed oul that the unem
p loyment rate among Negroes is twice that of 
whiles, mid stressed he belirves providing jobs 

oo m the ghettos is tJ1e key t:o tlw.Jping the cities . 
~ 
i;.;i 111en-Attorney General Nichol-as Katz,:nb'ac:h z and thcn-Assbtant Secret,ary o! Commeroe Eu-

gene Foley (Ka tzenbach is now in tJie State 
i:.:l Deparlment, Foley has gone into pl'ivate life) 
~ echoed Sec:retary Wirtz. They added t:heil· awn 

pleas for new progr anis to attr act industry and 
job-pro<lucing projects into the ghe ttos . 

One official present, however, int ~rjected tha t 
he opposc-<l such eflo11·s to rebuild t!he slums 
until conditions WPre improved for the poor, un
educatcrJ Negres of lhe rural soutli. I-Le s aii<l he 
prl'fc1TPrl trying to resettle slum jlJcgroes. " H 
you make tJ1e ui·ban g-h0llo livable all you'll 
haw i~ the Mississippi Nrgl'O moving North and 
reducing t.he arc-a to a sltun again ," he said. 

"You've got to face the fact that ·he gjhetlx> 

•• I 

llro \ 
is here 1o stay and.' make it a deeent place to 
live," Foli:y protested. 

The meeting, as often happens in g1.1v-e1-n. 
ment, didn't settle anything. It is, however, a 
dramatic illustration of tile painful but secret 
process now going on inside the White House 
as the adm.ini'>i:rat\on prepares for L°ti7. 

PRESIDE.1\'T JOill\SON has long btoen ron
cerned about tl1e problems of the urban centers, 
where 70 percent of the population lives, and 
has rejX'atcdly · indicated that city prob~ems ,1i ll 
make up a large share of his 1967 legis lative 
program. In ad<lition, his inte rc::;t in the citi('S 
nm, t crn·tainly krve been reinfo..rc..<>d by llie 
warning of this montJ1's eJC'Ction, in which tlie 

. GOP di:monstrated impressive gains in_ t11e nol·· 
mal ly Democratic hig city vore. • 

(Although tJ1at same e.lection sePmed to ind: 
c~: te a n;lfionul nbn0c---phe•re of entrench ,'1}ei;t 
which . for, 'shadows difficulty for the administra
tion i n Congress i f it:; progrnms for tile cit ies 
are deemed t:oo expensive or too visionary). 

Witllout much fanf:lre and largcly ,,ithout 
p ubhc notliec t11e White House has set about in 
scv0ral ways to work on tJic problems o£ tne 
ci ties. Passage la~·t ::;Pason of the Demons trabon 
Ci til's Bill, was of coiu-:;e, a small but important 
beginning. A special l~ k foi;ce has been as- J (.{:
signed to produce new ideas for tlie cities which 
oould be included m adnunistratioo measures. · 

AND THAT CABINET-LEVEL group, which 
meets weekly m Califano's office, nets e..s a 
watchdog over tlle presently exisitng programs 
m an effort ro see tJ1ey are fully ut:i.ful:xl. 

Meanwhile, t"ie Justice Depar!:zl".ent is pbn
njng sho1tly to mnduct a landlord-tenant co!"Jr:r
c.1ce in the capi tal. The conference will bring 
tugether state and local officials and lawya:s 
from _across fue country to discuss procedurl'6 

· which might be adopt ed to protect slum tenants. 

A major slum problem is tile failm'e of land
lords to make essentia l repairs upon their 
dwellings. Tenants, w110 often cannot read noI 
write, seldom know the identity of their landlord 
an<' hav.c no wey of pi-ess• 1·ing 1'.im Wo action. 




