
Minutes of Aldermanic Parks Meeting 
February 11, 1 969 

'I'he reg u1lar monthly meeting of the Alde rmanic Parks Committe e was 
held Tuesday ., February 11., 1 969 at 2 : 00 P . M. in Committee Room No . 2 ., 
City Ha li. Present were Aldermen Charlie Leftwich., Chairman., Douglas 
L. Fowlkes., , Vice Chairman., and G. Everett Millican . Also present 
~er~ Messrs . Jack C. Delius., General Manager of Parks and Recrea tion., 
J . · D. Chamblee., Parks Mainte na nce Superintendent., A. P. Brindley., 
Parks Engine e r., Edwin Vaughn., Office Manager., Jim Davey, Golf Pro at 
Bobby Jones Golf Course, a nd Mr . Henry Eng land., Foreman of Bobby 
Jones . Mi ss Virginia Ca rmichael., Director of Recreation, and Miss 
Jimmie Mims ; Assistant Director of Re creati on., were also present . 

Cha i rma n· Leftwich called· the meet i ng to order and the minutes of 
the las t regular meeting of J a nuary 14, 1969, a s well as the minutes 
of a called meeting of Februa ry 3, 1 96 9 , we r e approved . 

Mr. Gene Hay, Public Links Committeeman for the United States Gol f 
Associa tion, appeare d fir st before the Committee . He made a request 
on b eha lf of his organization tha t the City of Atla nta allow the 
use of one of the City ' s golf courses for the purpose of a City 
Public Links Cha mpions h i p p layoff in 1 969, with the City Champion 
from thi s comp e tition t9 g o to the Na tional Competition, wh ich 
would be h e l d on June 17, 1 969. Mr . Ha y told the Committee this 
would nec e s sitate clos ing whichever City golf cours e would b e u s ed 
for t wo days ; one da y would be for the Sectional Qualif-yi ng Rounds 
and one da y for the Amateur Public Links Champions hip. Mr . Hay 
als o asked tha t the g r een s f ees b e wa ive d for those participat i ng 
in the comp etition . Committee ask e d Mr . Hay i f membe rs of privat e 
club s we r e e ligibl e f o r thi s c omp e t i tion . Mr . Hay r ep lie d t hat 
they we r e not e ligible a nd it was al s o mentione d tha t privat e 
clubs do h a v e the ir own champions hip s . Sinc e the Na tiona l Compe ­
tition i s h e ld June 17, it was thought the City Qua lif ying Round s 
and Champ ions h ip p l a yoff s hould b e h e ld sometime i n Ma y or J une 
prior to and well i n advanc e of the Nat i onal Comp e tition . It 
wa s al s o me nti one d t hat the s e two days should b e week days . Mr. 
Hay was thanke d for coming b e for e the Commi ttee a n d a dvi s e d t h a t 
it would b e di s cussed furth e r in Executiv e Sess ion. 

Mr. Frank Ca ntrell , 4 930 Ro swell Road, Atla nta , Ge org ia app eare d 
b e fo r e t h e Committee to r e que s t p e r miss i on t o put on s ome r ock a nd 
r oll s h ows a t t h e bui l d i ng tha t i s p r esently occupie d b y Muni c ipal 
The ate r a t Cha s t a in Memoria l Park. Thi s i s the buildi ng , it was 
expla i n e d , t ha t Municipa l The a t e r s ti l l owes a l a rge b a l a nc e on . 
Mr. De lius me ntione d t hat Municipal Theater ' s Gene r al Mana g e r, Mr . 
Chri s Mano s , h a d c a lle d hi s office on J anu a ry 28 , 1969 , sta ting 
t ha t the ir orig ina l d ebt h a d amount e d to a rou nd $30~00 0 . 00 - t hat 
t h e y ha d p a id it down to $19 ,000.00 a nd woul d like a chance t o 
fin ish payi ng t h i s d ebt. If it deve lop e d t h a t the l e as e wi th 
Municipal Theater was not -ce ne-:-ied ; 5_ t 1,ras s t ated that t h e Parks 
and Recreation Depart~e· _t h8 d grea t need of t he building . Mr . 
Chamblee said tne Parks De p:?..rtment needs addit ional storage space 
a t Chas t ain Memor i al Park , and Mi ss Ca r mi chae l s t a t ed t hat the 
Rec r eation Div i s i on c ould a l s o make good u se of the building if 
it b ecame avai l a ble . The Committee exp l a i ned t o Mr. Ca nt re l l that 



many groups had r e ques t e d u se of the building but even i f Municipa l 
Theater vacates the building , it was not l i ke ly tha t any of thes e 
r equ e sts would b e g rant e d since the City has n eed of the building . 
Mr . Can tre ll was ~hanked for appearing ' for e the Committee and told 
he would b e advised if the situation c:; .ged . 

Nex t to appear b e fore the Committee was Mr . Carl Fl i nt , of 1346 
Peach Val l ey Road , Atlanta , Georgia . It was explained tha t h e had 
written to Alderman Leftwich concerning t wenty to forty acres in 
front of his home . Mr . De lius mentioned that this acreage was 
actually Paniel Johnson Pa rk . Mr . Flint explained that h e had written 
in regard to keeping a hors e on the l and and that the r e were very 
few children of "park age 11 in the vicinity. He a l so stated that 
the re was a sewer problem on the ac r eage , tha t h e had. 11b een kill i ng 
larvae and skimmers .... " Ald e rman Millican said we would have to 
check the sewage problP~ · Chairman Leftwich suggested that Alderman 
Mil l ican go by and ch, _ i t and tha t he would a lso go by and look 
at it . · Mr . Brindley told the Committee tha t h e believed this l a nd 
consiste d of e i ght to t we lve acres but that the boundaries were 
vagu e - tha t a t O!1e time the former Parks Manager , Mr . Simons, h a d 
tried to find ths bounda ries . Chairman Lef t wich stated that h e would 
like for the Ge~e r a l Manager to check the deed and tha t we should 
try to find ju~ c whe r e ths prop e rty lines are and look i n to r eopeni pg 
the d eve lopment of thi s park . He a l so told Mr . Flint tha t the Park 
might b e r es trict e d to park u se . Mr . Flint was thanked for coming 
to the meeting. 

At thi s time , Mr . 1~e lius introc. ·r~ed Mr . Edwin Vaughn, new Office 
Manager for the Par ks Depa~tment, to the Committee , who wished 
him good luck in his new ~ob . 

The General Manager i nformed t he Commi ttee tha t the Showmobile will 
be put to a new use for the public as a voting booth in an a r ea known 
as Johnson Esta t es . 

Mr. Delius told the Con~vriittee t hat a citizen, Mr . J. M. Ford, III, 
had complained s omet l ~~ ago about an inc ident a t the Bobby Jones 
Golf Cours e , and tha t it had been di scussed with the Committee before. 
However, Alderman Cook wan t e d mo L·c ~2tai l s on the i nc ident and s o 
the General Manager had aske ~ ~he Golf Pro, Mr . Davey, the Foreman, 
Mr . England , and any other employees they thought necessary, to attend 
today's meeting i n order to discuss the incident . According to our 
information, Mr. De l ius explained, this c iti z en was apparent l y told 
that h e could not l et hi s fiv e - year -old son accompany him on the 
course, but l ater said he was advised if h e would r ent an e l ec tric 
golf cart that permission could be granted. The citizen was indignant 
sinc e he felt t hat it woul d b e as dange rous for his son to acc omp any 
him in a c art as it would b e otherwise. Both Messrs . Davey and England 
reit e r a t ed wha t they had said in October (when t he matter was first 
d i s cus sed), that they knew nothing whatsoever about the incide nt. 
Howeve r, the Golf Starter, who had come to the me e ting, stated that 

· he might hav e said something tha t was mi sunders tood. He said that 
h e had told a ci ti zen (who h ad b een a c c ompani e d by a child) t hat he 
had heard of another golf course near f.Iar j_e tta where a.pparently 
children could accon~any adults on t~e course . He explain e d that 
he understood this was a semi -private c ourse. Alder1nan Millican 
stated that if anyone had t alke d rudely to the man or if anyo ne t h ought 
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this had happened, that we write a l etter of apology . However, the 
Committee reaffirmed its position on the regulations prohibiting 
non-players on the golf course . It was mentioned that i n the past 
there had been many citizens who followed golfers, placing bets, 
etc. Th1e fact that non-players also crowd the course, slowing down 
the game, as 0ell as the element of danger in being hit with a 
golf ball, was discussed . The Committee Members asked Mr . Davey, 
the Golf Pro, if these regulations regarding non - players were posted 
in a prominenit place in the clubhouse and Mr . Davey replied that 
t hey were. He also stated that many times a golfer will make all 
arrangements to play and that the children who accompany them will 
not appear until the golfer is ready to te e off, apparently having 
been kept in the golfer's automobile until he is ready to play. 
Apparently, thi s has been a problem for the employees at the golf 
courses who wish to carry out the rules without offending any 
citizens. It was decided that , if a citizen had been offended, 
a letter should be written to him apologizing for any rudeness, 
but that the regulations be adhered to. Committee thanked Messrs . 
Davey and England for coming to the meeting . 

Mr . Delius told the Committee he would like permission to request 
a resolution authorizing s ick leave amounting to ten days over and 
above accui:nulated sick time in the instance of two Parks employees : 
Mr . Roger 0 . Stroup e , Position Number 282, Equipment Op e rator I, 
and Mr . Cooper Landers, Position Number L~79, Equipment Opera tor I. 
He explained that theyhad b e en faithful emp loyees in the Parks 
Department and each had experienced a siege of sickness that had 
used all their sick leave . Committee granted r e quest . 

The General Manager told the Committee that $6,000 .00 additional 
fund s were ne e ded to solve the h eating problem in the Reptile 
House and that Mr. Fred Shepherd , Bui lding Inspector , had concurred 
in this. Committee authorized request. 

Dale Creek Park was discussed and the fact that there were very few 
records on it. Committee authorized a resolution for the City Attorney 
to have a titl e report made on this prop e rty fronting on the north ­
easterly side of Dale Creek Drive between Fores t Ridge Drive and 
Collier Ridge Drive in order to determine the property lines. 

The General Manager told the Committee that the recreation programs 
the Parks and Recreat ion Depart ment had attempted to have in the 
Morningside School area had apparently conflicted with the wishes 
of resident s, including the principal, and that we had b een told 
these citizens didn't want such activities as dance s , e tc., which 
would bring about "boy/girl relationships at such an early age," 
and that after reviewing the complaints with the Recreation staff, 
had moved the program to Garden Hills where we do have a building. 
It was though t that if the community should change it s opinion, a 
mee ting could be held with all parties involved to work out some type 
of suitab l e program. 
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Mr . Delil.ils informe d the Committee tha t tl1e Park s Engine er , Mr . 
Brindley~ h a d now des i g n e d a historical mark~ r for ''The Battle of 
Ezra Church ." Origina lly it had b een pla nne d for either Mo z l ey or 
Anderson1 Park, but Mr . Delius said h e h a d b een told by Mr . Remb e rt, 
a f9rmer City Se rvice s Coordinator for the Dix ie Hills are a , that 
there were very strong f eeling s among young Negroe s in tha t area 
against the placing of any Civil War ma rkers in the se parks . However, 
Mr . , Delius said tha t h e h a d been advis e d by Mr . Be verly DuBose that 
it might be po s sibl e to have a sma ll part of Westv iew Ceme tery for 
thls -marke r and that it would b e appropriate sinc e this area was 
actua lly a part of the batt l e . Mr . De l ius was a ske d to conta ct the 
proper p e op l e to see if this could b e done . 

Mr . Delius pre s ented a letter from Thompson and Hancock Architects 
regarding the proposed Cy clorama building . The l etter sta ted tha t 
both architectural groups that h a d b een select e d to work on this 
proj e ct were now in ag r eement a s to jus t h ow t hey would proc ee d and 
who- would b e in charge of the various pha s es . The l etter stated 
that Mr . R. H. Thomp son, of Thomp s on and Ha ncoc k , would b e the 
Project Manage r , whil e Mr . Bill Finch, of Finch , Alexa nde r , Ba rne s , 
Rothchilrl, and Pas c hal Arc hit ect s ~ would b e the Proj ect Architect . 
The l e tt e r s tat e d tha t the work would b e p e rformed at 3033 Mapl e 
Driv e , Atlanta, Georgia , and tha t the City would shortly r ece ive 
anothe r l e tt e r with furth e r de t a il s . Committee a sked Mr . De lius to 
r e ques t a s imila r l e tt e r from the firm of Finc h, Al exand e r, Barnes , 
Rothc hild, a nd Pascha l Archit ect s s tating t he same ag r eement s a s 
are sta t e d in the l e tte r fro·m Thomp s on and Hanc ock . They also 
ins truct e d Mr . De lius to as k Mr . We i s Sne ll, who at t he p resent time 
i s cl eaning a nd r es toring the for egroun d of the Cyclorama , to h ead 
up the mov i ng of t h i s g roun d work whe n eve r the pro j e ct i s f a r e nou gh 
along for thi s to b e done . 

Committee :'discussed the White Alms Hou se at Chas t a in Memoria l Pa r k 
and the f a ct tha t b a ll e t i s stil l b e ing prac ticed the r e despite the 
condemna tion of the building by the City Building Ins p ector. The 
Ge neral Manage r was ins truct e d t o writ e a l e tt e r t o the Fulton County 
Manage r with copy to g o to Mr. Bill Wofford, City BuiJding Ins p ec tor, 
r eminding him t ha t t he City h as condemne d t he building as b e i ng unsaf e 
for s uch a c tivity , a nd r es tating our pos ition that it should be r epaire d 
o r d emol i shed . Al so go on r eco r d t ha t t he Ci t y assu mes no r espons ib i lity 
for a ny i n j uries t ha t may b e s u s t a ine d due to s uch progr am . It wa s 
t h ought t ha t t he City coul d b e p l a c e d i n a ve r y emb a rrassing p osition 
i f s omeone should b e i n jured h e r e aft e r the City h as condemne d "t he · 
building . 

The General Manager told the Committee he h a d r eceived a reques t from 
Mr . Charl es D. Hurt, Jr ., a memb e r of t he J unior League o f Atlant a , 
tha t t h e Ci t y cons ide r c o nverting the old Cyc lorama b u ilding i n to 
a Children' s Mu s eum wh e n t he new build i ng i s fin i shed t o hous e the 
p a inting. A possible museu m was d isc u sse d. The Genera l Ma nager said 
h e would l ike t o see a new museum a l ong with the n ew b u iJ ding f o r 
the dj sp J ay of C' i v j_l i_fa r i.t ems app ro p r i 9, t e to the pa i n tj ng . _ ,l cl en:13,n 
Fo wl kes saj cl it vrould d epe:'ld on t he=. e:os t and t ha t 1,re vrould k.··10·,., L:OrE: 
whe n eve r t h e archit ects are ab l e to give us an idea of wha t it will 
cost. Committee was of the opinj_on that i t i s too ear l y to knovi what 
d isposi t i on will b e mad e of the old bui l d i ng . 
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The Adamsville Health Center was discussed briefly. It was suggested 
that the ' General 'Manage r mi ght write to the County officials, telling 
them "the twenty years is up and the City could use the bui lding 11 • 

I 
The General Manager told the Committee he was very pleased with the 
new City Arborist, Mr . C. M. Alexander , and that the Arbori st seems 
to be v~ry t actful in approaching citizens and yet is protective 
of the trees as well . He stated that we now have the capac i ty to 
maintafn trees that are planted for downtown beautification and would 
like to write to the Women ' s Chamber of Commerce regarding this . 
Committee was agreeab l e . 

Committee again · discussed the building erected at Chastain Memorial 
Park by Municipa l Theater . The General Manage r was asked to determine 
the exact amount of indebtedness owed on the building by Muni cipal 
Theater - the original amount of the debt and how much has been paid . 
The Aldermen agreed that since Mr . Manos had exp r essed a strong wi sh 
to stay and pay off this d ebt, that this would probably be ihe right 
thing to do . But the y voiced very strong opinions to the effect 
that if Municipal Theater were a llowed to stay on in the building , 
a definite time limit should be set on when they would liquidate this 
indebte dness . They felt this should b e one of the conditions - that 
p erhaps a time limit of no more than five y ears b e stipulated . Mr . 
Delius informe d the Committee that in the meantime , the City Attorney 
had g iven the Department of Pa rks instructions not to a llow anyone 
to do anything at all to the building , even to drive a nail, until 
this i s settled . 

Mr. De lius mentione d an article that should b e frame d and put in 
the n ew Cyclorama Museum . He explaine d that thi s is an untitled 
pie ce of poe try written during the Civil War on the back of a Con­
federate bill . It was suggested that it be sealed with a water 
proof plastic or finish by perhaps the Perma - Seal Plaque Company 
to preserve it. Committee agreed . 

The Committee we nt into Executive Session and the golf comp e tition 
was dis cus sed . Committee agree d to waive the greens fe es for the 
P.ntrant s in thi s event. Mr . De lius told the Committee that Mr . 

Gene Hay had r e turned a check in the amount of $277,63 made payable 
to the City of Atlanta , which r epresented a refund from the grant 
of $800 . 00 mad e by the Citizens Park Advisory Committee for the 
Atlanta Golf Team participating in the National Amat eur Public 
Links Champions hip. He r e ques t e d p e rmis s ion to d eposi t thi s b ack 
into City funds. Committee had no obj ec tion to thi s . 

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned. 
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