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The confe rence sta rte d w ith dinner a t the She raton C a rlton followe d by an 
addre ss by Dr. G a rr e tt H a rdin, Pr ofe s sor of Biology at the Unive rsity of 
California . 

It is difficult to r e concile biology w ith urban anairs, but h e d i d it by 
tracin g e thnic prin cipl e s and the fact tha t a n y rac e , w hite , r e d, yellow , 
or black has a b as ic love and loyalty to its ow n an ce s try. 

The talk w as provocative a n d bro u ght out good discus sion, e s p e cially in 
view of t he fact th a t non e i n the group h a d s een e ach othe r b e for e dinne r. 

Monday, Octobe r 23: 

The morn ing s e ssion w as one of orie nta tion . W e we r e divide d in to three 
groups : planning, politic s a n d privat e s e ctor. 

Eac h group di s c usse d the s ubj e ct s the y tho u ght w ould b e of in t e r es t a nd 
from thi s the pr og r a m w as finali ze d a n d a s si gn ment s m a d e for our d ay i n 
t he f ie ld. 

In t he afte r noon t he g r oup s we r e br o u ght to get h e r for con solida tion of ideas . 

The e v ening wa s fr ee for dinne r a nd what eve r we want e d to d o . 

Tues day, Octob e r 24 : 

The m o r n ing s ess i on was l e d b y Professo r Jules Chame t sky, A ss ociate 
Profe sso r o f E ngli s h at the Un i ve r s ity of M a ss a chus e tts. 

I s ee m e d to b e the on ly one i n the group who t hou ght well of his di s cuss i on. 
It s urprised me t hat a man in a r e l a tive l y s mall coll e ge w o uld have such a 
k now l edge and g rasp of t h e situa tion in cities. 

To me, h e put his finger on the situa ti on, and by a s e ries of metaphors 
a nd e x ampl e s brought the search for p o w er by d i ffe rent groups (air pow er, 



,1 

Page T w o 

police power, black power, and student power) and the r e sultant frustration 
leading to the use of drugs to give an illusion of power. This, to me, 
e x pressed the keynote of the entire conferen c e : frustration. 

The afte r noon session was to b e led by Congressman Curtis of Missouri, 
but h e was called back to The Capitol b e for e h e could get starte d. But what 
h e did say confirmed the evi dence of frustration: more strike s, higher 
interest rates, higher wages, and inflation. The minimum wage w ill i n crease 
une mployment. 

A gain, the evening was fr ee for our own desires . 

Wednesday, October 25: 

The morning session was l ed by H e rb e rt Strine r of the Upjohn Institute 
for Employment R esearch. 

This was one of the b e st talks we had, and h e started out by saying that 
eve rybody was an Economist, and there were two kinds: {l) The simple . 
one to whom all things ar e s i mpl e to the simple, and (2) nothing is sim ple 
a nd economics makes simple things diffi c ult. 

H e menti oned the nat ional d ebt, and sai d that as l ong as the g r oss national 
product e x c eeded the debt the re was nothing to w orry about. A theory I 
cannot go along with complete ly. 

In his discussion of j ob opportunities h e made a good poin t i n tha t employe r s 
are di scour aging workers by insis ting on comple t e inves tigation b efore 
employment. If men in nee d of a j ob r eport and find that they cannot be 
put to w ork until the y and their r e cords have b een examined, they will 
give up and stay on r e lief. 

The afte rnoon sess i on was on the political situation and the possibilities 
of the 1968 ele ctions. 

The evening session was a briefing on our day in the fie l d the n ext day. I 
drew t he t rip to Mont gome ry County, Maryland , where they h ave just passe d 
an ope n housing ordinance and have qualifie d for u rban renewal. 

This trip was most inte r es ting b e caus e of our inte r es t in zoning and housing. 
Apparently the people did not worry about the ope n housing b ecause of the 
high prices of homes ( $30 - $40, 000). 
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Dinner was at the Anthony House, with debrie fing s e ssion later. 

Friday, Octobe r 27: 

This session was given over to reports and discussion of what we had seen 
and learned on the fi e ld trips. The problems in Washington are not different 
from Atlanta, but I b e lieve we are handling them better. A school problem, 
involving a new supe rintendent brought forth a meeting similar to the one 
in Atlanta the we e k b e fore. Howeve r, this one was carried to the courts. 

The afte rnoon was free time so I went to see and talk w ith the H ealth D e part­
ment . about how the y were handling the Alcoholics. I was very much dis -
appointed in the little time given me, but did find out that they have set up 
d etoxification centers in all precinct police stations, with nurses in attendance. 
Thi s is followed up with examinations and com1nitt1nl:!nt to a hospital if 
necessary. 

Dinner was at the Carlton, followed by a discussion on crime and the courts 
by Mr. Samue l Dash from the Georgetown University Law Center. 

Saturday, October 28: 

This was a summary of what we had gone ove r during the week; first a general 
summary by the staff and the n a discussion l ed by a couple of teams picket 
from the group. I think a great deal of the week 's discussion was fla v ore d 
and influenced by the march on The Pentagon, w hich occurred the day before 
we got the re. 

The evening s e ssion was at the Washington Gallery of Mode rn Arts. This 
was the only session I could not take and left afte r about an hour. Howeve r, 
they did show some movies of the march on The P entagon. If it w as to 
show prowess , it wa s a flop. I was certainly proud of the Arrny in the way 
they h andle d the situation - just plain,firm discipline. 

Sunday, Octobe r 29: 

The morning was fr ee and several of us went to church, othe rs found other 
attractions . 

The afternoon was a trip to Columbia, the new city b e tween Washington and 
Baltimore. This was most inte r es ting t o see a city planned for 100 , 000 from 
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the ground up. A central core of business surrounde d by 6 or 8 11villages'' 
of homes with shopping and recreation for each. A pavillion type theatre has 
been provided and contracts signed for top grade performances. The streets 
and walkways are so arranged that children can go to and fro1n school without 
crossi:p.g a street. Mini-bus es handle traffic to and from the main shopping 
area. Several indus tries have located in the city. 

Monday, October 30: 

The morning session was on government and covered everything from municipal 
to the Federal Government. It was brought out that the re was a gap between 
the cities and the Federal Gove rnment that must be filled. The state must do 
its share. 

Metro government has been rejected by the people in practically all cases . 
Combine d city and county has worked in a few cases. One in particular is 
Nashville , which was represented at the meeting. Maryland h as practically 
all county government. The Council of Governments {COG) in Washington 
seems to be an answer, t emporary or interim, at l east, but a stepping stone. 

The discussion was continued in the afternoon with John Gunther, Executive 
Director of the Conference of Mayors, and Walter Scheiber, E xe cutive 
Dire ctor of the Washington Council of Governments . ! was pleased tha t 
Mr. Glmthe r spoke very highly of Atlanta in his r emarks . There i s no 
r eason why our Council of Governments will not work. 

The evening was free. 

Tues d ay, October 31: 

The day's session on urban t echnology and systematic management was a 
general discuss i on on how t echnology can b e fitted into politics and vice 
v ersa. A very interesting discussion on the age old proble m of trying to 
bring these two sides to gethe r. 

The evening m eeting was supposed to b e at the Potter's House on churches 
and cities, but because of a mix up on bus schedules we could not get in to 
the place . C ongresswoman Edith Gree n of Oregon was the l eader. 

I was anxious to h ear thi s because I think there is a place for the church in 
the inner city and have b een inte r ested in our own e ffort s w ith St. Jude 's 
House, Emmaus House and the Kirkwood Center. 
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Wendesda y, Noven1be r 1: 

Before the morning s es sion started a m an fro1n the Acact'!my of Science 
came in and posed a que stion : "If you h ad seve r al million dollars to spend 
in yotu city, what would you do with it?" There was little offe r ed until I 
stuck my n e ck out and said I w ould spend it on e ducation, making a balanced 
program of e ducation and r ec r e ation available to all children. This would be 
a year-round program and would also include arts. This opened the flood 
gates and some ve ry inte resting discussion follow ed. 

The r egular sess ion on the politics of the situation w a s l e d by staff members. 
The afte rnoon was fr ee and I took the time to call on some frie nds, in cluding 
Dick Russell and H e rman Talmadge , but found them both busy on Committee s. 

The evening session was at Howard College a n d I think this was a m i stake 
for we did not get a chanc e to s ee the ir plant. The session was very 
interesting to m e . It was l e d by Dr. J. P . Speigel of Brandi e s Unive rsity. 
It was mostly statistical data, which probably accom1ted for the unfavorable 
comments of some. 

It was an analysis of the cause of riots and disorders and an attempt to 
r elat e t h e m to e vents and conditions. However, whe n they s e emed to 
h ave esta blishe d a trend, a riot would occur w h e r e l e ast e x p e cte d . 

Thursday, Nov e mbe r 2: 

I n this s e ss i on, the discussion was l ed by Congressman Joseph Karth of 
Minnesota and Congres sman McD ade of P e nnsyl v ania . Both w e r e g o od and 
m a d e a v e ry good presenta tion of the v i e w from C a pitol Hill on crime as 

· the numbe r one probl e m today. 

Figure s quote d indicate d tha t 50% of crime is committe d by narcotics, and 
t h i s cannot flouri s h w i thout corruption. Also q uote d w as an estima t e that 
the ann u a l t ake of crime if $7 billion - the m a j or source s b e ing n a r cotics, 
loan s h a r ks , num b e r s r acke t, and s lot m achines . 

The afte rnoon s e ssion was l e d b y Mr. John B a k e r of the A g riculture D e p a rt­
m ent. Contra r y to e x p e cta tions , hi s t a lk was not on f arms and produce , 
but on pla n n e d u se of l a nd to pre v ent shuns and pove rty in rura l a r eas . 
One e xampl e h e gav e tha t was n ews t o me i s a n o r gani zat i on of S outh G eo r gia 
counties around J es u p , Bax l e y, Lyons and Re i dsville . H e re an e ffort i s b e ing 
m a de t o promote industry to provide j ob s a n d job train ing and stop the migration 
to the cities. 
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To sum up the entire confe rence, I would say it was well planned and 
excellent in subjects chos en. To express the findings in a few words, 
I would say the people, all people, are frustrated and want to be heard, 
to feel th a t they have a part i n making things go . 

There was considerable talk of "power structure" to which my r eply was 
"We do not have a power structure in Atlanta. 11 

J. M. Flanigen 
November 23, 1967 




