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Peyton Road has become the symbol of failure for Atlan ta , 
a nd we think i t would be dishonest to r::ut any other 
i n terr::re t a t ion o _, it. Nea r l y everyon e knows the g rim story 
by now. There was e ~idenc e of a breakdown of rac ial 
barriers that wou ld r,u t egro occur-ant s in an a 11--whi te 
residen tial area. The "b lock-busting " t e chniq u e was being 
employed . Effort s to work out an agr e ement failed. 
A 1d Aldermen resr:,onding t o a r::pea ls f or e mergenc y a c tion, 
took :L t. They authorized a barr i c ade o n Peyton Roa cl so it 
would ::1ot b e a through street , and t l1e.ce _;_t J1a :-;:; i:; 1.::-:.,ocl f;:i_ nce 
Decemb er 18 . The stor,ping of throug h traffi c to prevent 
the enc roachment o f· ·~gro home buying , FUts t h e spotl i ght 
agai n o n r:: r ob ably t he most serious r,roblem At l a n ta faces. 

I t i s easy to get a ng r y o ver a situation lik e 
this , and plenty of r::eople have. 

I t is ea sy to take sides·-·- and the views o f each 
side are l og i cal a 1d persuas i e . Getting angry a 1d takir g sides only 
FUts us on a b attlegrou nd--from wh i ch the re ca n b e no winn ers , only 
losers . 
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The fact s that th.is b arricade isn ' t going to solve the 
proble m, a n d the s ooner the factio _son both sides agree 
to meet a nd work out a comFromise the b etter it will be 
fo r them and the c i t y . Th i s isn 't a "Ber l in Wa l l" type of 
thing , a n d e fforts t o dramat ize i t and make wholesa le 
propagan da wi th it can o n ly make the problem g reater. 
Atlan ta's record doesn ' t deserve i t. As Mayor Allen 
poin ts out , simi lar proble ms have b een worked out in 51 
areas i n 1962. 
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Our con cern stirred by this Peyton Road 
controversy must be centered on the fact that the overwhelming lack 
of decent hous i ng for the growing Negro population is s i mply not 
being met. 
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We cannot forever keep our eyes closed to the fact that 
nearly 90 , 000 Negroes are l ivi ng in substandard housing 
where p lumb i ng and sanitation fac i l i ties are not ade_quate. 

And e v e n worse - =31 , 000 color ed r e s i den ts are l i ving i n what 
is offi c i a l l y designated "di lapidated housing" , - =that which 
is beyond repair a n d if they weren't giving cover to human 
l ives they could on ly be-- a n d shoul d be--destroyed. 

Des p i te these facts , a nd despi te the fact that the 
populat i on an d t h e hous i ng p r ess ure grows g r e a ter ever y 
mon th , we hav e no p r omi se of a major program-- a n d no real 
sign of commi tme n t b y the c i ty to develop one. Ev e r y piece
meal hous i ng p r oject of a n y size has been the subject of a 
bat t le r o yal , a n d , ot e d down . 

The a l arm b ell i s ring i ng f o r th i s f a s t - g r nwing 
metropolitan a rea , a n d the Peyton Road i n ciden t i s o n ly the symbol 
of a problem that i s b y o mean s c o n f i n ed to those r esiden ts . 
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I t' s a g r i m r emi n de r tha t we're f a st comi ng to a d ead-end 
on what a l r e ady i s a c r i s i s. The p lanners , the Aldermen , 
t h e Mayo r and Coun ty o ff i c ials must move o n thi s p r ob l em 
in '63 . 

We mus t hav e publ i c a nd p riva te hous ing pro jects 
s t ar t e d s o on o r we may hav e a whol e series o f Peyt on Ro a d s . 
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