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STATEMENT BY MAYOR IVAN ALLEN; ALDERMAN WILLIAM T . KNIGHT, 
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF F IREMAS TERS ; AND CHIEF C . H . HILDEBRAND, 
ATLANTA F IRE DEPARTMENT -- THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 1966, 11:00 A . M . 

M ore than 500 Atlanta fireme,.z_: 5on~u0 /;}_f.1efuse t q_report for duty 
M ct, Ile. ~ ~ ~~ v;~<e ~~ __.,, 

as di rected by the ~ti.es of the City of A tlanta and the Atl anta Fire /) 

Department " r of-the ten Supe-1"-ior-GOU'!"t", The City Attorney' s 

{~~ 
office~ askt!fg the C ourt this morning to cite the Atlanta Firefighters Union, 

Indpendent , and ito principal officers , J . I . Martin and Leonard S t y ron, 

for civil contempt and failure to return t o duty as ordered. 

The City of Atl anta has m.a.de every attempt to resolve the present 

dilemma with the members of the Fire Departm ent through the se men who 

are the representatives of the striking firemen. We have done as much as 

is posstble under the laws governing the City of Atlanta. 

The Union leaders and striking firemen have shown an utter cont mpt 

for the laws of the State of Georgia. and the authority of the City of Atl ant . 

They have also shown a reckless d i s r egard for the, p roperty nd lives of the 

citizens of this city. 

We can no longer tolei·at ction which pl aces in jeopardy the 

thousands of lives n d millions of dollars of property which these men . re 

under e.MAW-H o th to protect. Therefore . we are directing all employee 

of the Atlanta Fir Department who wj.sh to remain a mploy e of th City 
/)J o /2.~ ~ ?cL--\) 6' ~ (L-:7" 

to report to duty on their noJ:"m l shift$ .{)0 a.am. »:11iEie.y and • 100 p-. m , ' 0
"' ~ ') 

~ t:0tl~ 
A,1 g to 1' port will be con~dered tn--- , iol:e:dea oLth C~ty' 

,\ ~~~l"f-~ ti:,/4/~<.-$ L & 
Civil S ervic L wand "f'ill b diech&rge-d for in tt ntion to or d r lictio1; j1.. ~ ,,., 

~ ~ -~ tll¥ ~.,,~ ~-L ~ ~ ~ v~ 
of duty. ~~ he declared cpen &Bd <applieationa will -he-' 

t£ I~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 



taken to fill those p ositions which remain vacant. We urge these employees 

to consi de r their responsibilities to the people of A t l anta and to their own 
·7$ 11~ ,,;_, ~M 

families . Loss of income and r of many year0 of retirement rights and 

other accumulated benefits is a serious and fooli s h gamble they are taking 

b y refusing to return to the ir posts . 

The City officials hav e met with the leaders of the Union in good 

faith . The e l eade1·s have s tated that they have aske d the firemen to obey 

the legal authority of the Court nd return t o their stati ons bu t there 

has b een no resp onse to this request from the Union leadership. 

C apt . Martin and Capt. S tyron apparentl y have no control over the 

striking memb r be cause their request has b en ignore d . The e two men Jt~ 

~ have failed to comply with the i r own r0qu0st and have not reported t o 

their duty s t ations . 

We trust that th m · mbers of the Fire Dopartment , many of whom 

have worked long years of dedicated service~ will cons i de i· their 
) 

re pon ibiliti s nd obligations to t h City, the l aw of our St te , a.nd t o 

their f milies and return to work directed . 




