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THE LEADERSHIP CONFERE N CE · ON CIVIL RIGHTS: 

WHAT IT IS A N D DOES 

I t S p e a ks F o r M i 11 i o .n s 

In the las t 17 ye ars th e L eade .rship C o n fere nce 

on Civil Rights has becom e a u n iq ue s pok es ma n : t he 

voice for 112 nation a l o rganiz a tio n s when they jo i n t o 

gether to urge ne w c i v i l ri g hts laws upon Con gre s s and 

when they pres s f o r s tr o ng erifo:rcement of exi sti ng l a ws . 

Th e Co nference is a coalition of ma j or civi l 

rights, labor, religi ou s , civ i c and fraterna l groups 

w ho se s t r eng t h lies in it s unity o Wh e n the Conf e ren c e 

c omes ou t in support of a p e n di ng bi l l or urges a co urse 

of act i on up on t h e gover n m rant ll it spea ks o n beh alf of 

mil l ions of A mericans of all ra c e s 9 creeds, re ligions, 

and ethnic grou ps and from all walks of life o 

It s P urpose 

In it s statement of pur pose ll the C onf eren ce de-

clares itself as ~'a v oluntary ll nonpartisan ass ociation 

of autonomous national organizati o ns see king to advance 

"Cooperat ion in the Common Cause of Civil Rights for All" 
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civil rights for a,11 Americ ans through government action 

at the national levelo By civil rights we mean not only 

the establishment and en :£orc e ment of rights in law, 

but also the realization f social and economic con-

ditions in which alone the £ul£illment of thes·e rights 

is possibleo 11 

How the . Conference Beg an 
( 

The Leadersh ip C o n£ex enc e was formed in 1950 

by national organiz ations whose l e aders felt that while 

they often spoke and acted se parately, there we r e many 

occasions when they coul d make a greater impact upon 

official Washing t on a nd t h e genera l public if they join-

ed together in suppoI't of spe cif i c i ss ue s o 

The Co n fer ence m ex ge d two existin g groups: 

the National Counci l fo r a Permanent FEPC, headed 

by A. Ph ili p R andolph, and the National Em er g enc y 

Civil Rights Mob ilization headed by Roy Wilk ins and 

Arnold Aron son . A ll three men c on tinue to play imp o r .. 

tant r ol es in th G Co nfezence : M r . W ilkins is Chair ma n, 

Mr. Randolph is a member of the Ex e c utive Commi ttee , 
I_ 

and Mro Aronson is Secretary . 

How the Conferenc e Grew 

From the first , the Conference undertook to 
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unite its groups behind sp e cific civil rights bills .. As 

it grew in numbers i t g r ew in influenceo The Conference 

has coordinated all th e na ti onal campaigns fo r major 

civil rights billso I t s g r eate st s ucc e sses wer e the 

series of civil ri ght s l aw s pass ed by Congr e ss s i n ce 

19570 The mos t no t abl e la ws in t h i s g r oup w ere t he Civil 

Rights _ Act of 196 4 a nd th e Vo ting Ri--g hts Act of 1965. 

But the C o n f eren c e does not wo r k ju st t o ad d 

laws to statute b oo ks .. I t s org ani zation s know la ws 

are worth li t tle unless th e y are adequately enf orced. 

It campaigns u n t ir in g ly f o r a de qu a te fund s to k e ep 

existing prog r am s goin g a n d for a dequ a te e n forc e m e nt. 

How the Co n f eren c e O perates 

T he C onfe ren ce functio ns thr ou gh three main 

Commi t te e s: the Executive Com m ittee which se t s policy 

for t h e o rga n i zation ; the Legislative Co mmi ttee, u nder 

the C ha i rm a n ship of Cl aren ce Mitchell, which plans 

s t r a teg y f o r pendi ng bills; and the Com mittee on C o m

pliance and E n f orcement » under James Hamilton o f 

the Nation a l Council of Chur c hes , which wo r ks to see 

that the laws are ad mini stered str o ngly and effectively. 

How the Conf erence Keeps Its Groups I n f o rme d 

The Co n ference tries to keep in constant touch 
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with its organizationso It sends them regular MEMOs 

that set forth the immediate legislative situation and 

suggest what groups can do to help mobilize support 

for a bill or a course of action. It publishes analyses 

of bills, pamphlets, papers on what still needs to be 

done to achieve full equalityo 

Not Civil Rights Alone 

Over the years the Confe re nce has b ro adened 

its concernso It realizes that the fight for full equality 

and the War on Poverty are interconnected. In ad -

dition to campaigning for civil rig hts bills it has also 

worked for passage of an adequate minimum wage law·; 

for reapportioned state legislatures so that they repre

sent more truly all the peo p l e in a state; for broad 

educational oppo rtun ity; for adequate food di stribution 

to the country's poor; for h om e rule fo r the Dist ri ct 

of Columbi a ; for s chool desegregation. 

These are only a few of its campaign s . The 

Confere n ce remains t od ay f i rm in its belief that pro

gress in civil rights is the co n cern of everyAmerican, 

not the int erest of an y on e groupo It believes, in Roy 
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Wilkins• words, that "we are all tied together 11 and 

that the fut u·r e f o r A m e r i c a mu s t b e an int e g r at e d fut u r e ; 

a nation in which all men and women share equally in 

its burdens and its benefitso Its motto is still: 

"Cooperation in the Common Cause of Civil Rights for All" 




