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ITEM.S OF IllfrEREST RELATED 'I'O lfiJD RAISED _t{J: !ill/1.RHTGS OF 
RIBICOFF SUBCQl.f:•.ffl'TEE ON EXECUTIVE REORGANIZATION 
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December 2; 1966 

J~1ES M. HESTER; President, Ne'., York University 

Mr. Hester evaluated the contribut i ons which New York University 
and similarly situated educational institutions are malcini to the 
improve~ent of urban conditions . _The shortage of available financi2.l 
r esources creat ed by a lack of sup:9ort from public sources was 
s een· as the major obstacle to the broadening of the uni versity role 
in urban affairs . 

l. The I mprovement of Research on Urb211 Problems 

President Hest er stated that the effectiveness of university research 
int o urban problems was limited by the need to proceed on a project
by-project basis . The availability of fu.~ds ade~uate to finance lo:1g
term programs would l ead to an increased university r esearch contribu
tion. 

2. The Heed for Greater University Participation i:-i the Ad:-r.in i stratio:1 
of Federal Government Pro1; r a :ns Affecting the City 

Senator Ribicoff stressed that the soluti on of urban problems depe:rJ.d.s 
upon the :i;:_ecruitment of oualified persons to carry out proGrams which 
Congress has authorized . Unless the University can i nc:::·ease its 
supply of such personnel, t he objectives of recently enacted l aws 
will not be r ealized . 

President Hester replied that N. Y. U_. was fulfill i ng its responsl;)l..Ll-v~
to the city within the framework of existing finaYJci al resources . 

GEORGE STEill~LIEB, Professor , Rutgers Uni ver sity Uroan Studies Cer.ter 

Mr . Sternlieb maintained t hat federal programs aimed at alleviating 
substan.dard housine; conditions have not achieved t heir obj e:cti ves 
because f eder al hous ing policy has not t a1~en into account the 
r ealities of the urban ghetto situation . The primary er:1l1hasis i n 
urb a.YJ r ehabilitation should be on the r esponse of the persons. li vi :13 
in slum conditions to the measures designed to help the:n . 

1. Public I e;norance o:f FRI\. pro~r2cr.s 

!'fir . Sternlieb declared that the sm3.ll ghetto lane.lord usc:ally doe ::; 
not know that FHA a ssistance is available. The a110.rc;1e ss of FriA 
programs is lir.iited to l arge proper ty owner s . 
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2. The I moact of FilA. stande.rds on Urban nehabili tat ion 

!tr. Sternlieb emphasized that the adoption of more sensible fina..'1cing 
arrangements in the field of low incor.i~ housing was ir,,perative . A 
property 01-mer in the ghetto who sought to bring his parcel up to 
FHA sta.'1dards would comrni t "econo!!li c suicide 11 • T11e FHA st2.ndards 
were uescribed as completely divorced from the housins market and 
the capacity of the neighborhood to sustain such housing . 

3. The Need for an Increased Emphasis on th·c: Promotion of Hor:ie 
0',mership 

Mr . Sternlieb maintained that the e::qJerience with the public housing 
program indicated that better pnysical facilities will not produce by 
themselves a corresponding improvement in living conditio~s. The G~etto 

[ resident will not support m·ban rehabilitation unless it promises to 
lead to some type of home ownership. 

4. The Desirability of Greater Administration Awareness of Urban 
Froblerns 

Senator Ribicoff criticized the failure of execu-tive departments 
generally to concern themselves with t he conditions that their progr2.:r.s 
are designed to affect. He declared that the testimony of ~rr . Sternlieb 
would enlighten Secretary Weaver and his associates in the Cabinet . 

LEES. STERLING, Executive Director, Arr:erican Property Rights Association, 
New Yor~ City 

Mr. Sterling testified that the abolition of rent controls ar..d the 
compulsory re - education of welfare _recepients would be a large step 
toward the solutiqn of New York City' s housing problem. He de"'-anded 
that New York City rec,::ive no demonstration cities money until r ent 
control imd welfare abuses were abolished. 
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