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,, 

On March 20, I took four very carefully selecte d w e lfare mot h e rs to 

Wa shing t o n so tha t they could t e ll t heir s torie s · dir e ctly to the ir 
r e p resentatives. He re are the c om1nents m a d e b y each: 

A . Senator Talma dge 
1. 11 1 don I t thi nk t he Cong r e s s o r the state is g oing to let p e ople 

go hung ry. 11 

2 . H e said tha t h e ha d vote d last year to d e lay the "free ze" a nd "I 
s ee no r easo n w hy I s h ould n o t d o so thi s y ear." 

3 . T a lmad g e was di s tU1·b e d that a pproximate ly 5 0% of we lfare cases 
involved husband s w ho d ese r te d the ir fami lies. He s t rong l y fee ls 
t ha t Sta t e and Fed e r a l laws on this shou ld b e II t i g htened up." 

B . Sena t o r Russ e ll. H e was i ll. We t a lk e d with C har l e s C ampb e ll a 
t o p aid who ha d the se com m e nts: 
1. Russe ll h a d r e c e ive d m or e mai l thi s y ear on the fr eeze tha n on 

prac tic a lly any other s ubj ect. 
2. Russe ll b e lieves in: 

a. Inc r easi n g D a y- C ar e C enter p rog r a ms ("we have many g ood 
fede ral p r o g r a ms tha t a r e ina d e qua t e ly funde d ") . 

b. E xtending a id to h e l p , pe opl e fin d jobs . 
3. " T h_o se w h o a i-e a ble t o w ork s hould w ork; tho se w ho ar e un a b le 

t o w ork sho•_ild r e c e ive we lfare b e n e fits . The diffic ulty i s to 
s e pa rate t ho se i n n eed from t hose w h o shoul d not b e o n the 
w e lfare rolls .. " 

4. If it came up fo r a v ote , C a mpbe ll p re dic t e d that Russell wo uld 
vote t o e x t e n d the f reeze another y e ar. 

C . Con g ressman B e n Bla c kburn 
1. W e t a lke d wi th him fo r a solid hoLir . H e d e scribed our v i sit as 

" h e lpf ul. 11 
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TO: Commission Members 
FROM: Nat Welch 

C. Cong r e s sman B en Bla ckburn 
2. Although he is not pre pared to vote "yes" now, he predicted that 

the freeze would be extended. 
3. He is co_ncerne d that the situation is g e tti ng worse and the present 

prog ram is not worki n g. 
4. Althoug h h e b e lieve s in a b a lanced budget, h e s a id h e advoca t e s 

training prog r a m s strong ly e noug h to g o into d e bt to pay for them. 
5. He a sked for detailed information about children on welfare in 

Fulton and DeKa lb County. 
a. Tota l numbe r of children receivi n g b e nefits a ges O to 5, 

5 to 10, · 10 to 15 a nd s o forth. 
b. Number of one c hild families , two child families , 5 and above , 

etc. 
c. F a milies with fathers who have de serte d them. 
d. Percenta g e of illegitimate children i nvolved. 
e. F e d e ral a nd Sta t e s t a tue s o n fa the r s w ho desert. 

D. Congr·essman F letcher T h om p s on 
1. Conc e rne d tha t the Fede r a l G ov e rnme nt is s pe n d i n g_ mor e mone y 

tha n it is taking i n. 
2. "There is prac tic a lly nothin g I can do. This m a tter i s in the 

h and s of Wilbur M ills {Cha irman of the Ways and M eans C omrni ttee) . 
He r u l es t his Comrn.it t e e with an i ron h a nd. 11 

3. Thomps on di d practic a lly all the t a lking a nd w e h a d a c hance to say 
v e r y litt l e . H e s p e n t a gr eat d eal of tim e t a lking about the we lfar e 
sit ua tion i n N ew York C i t y. W e told h i1n, "We h a d come to di scuss 
t he h ung ry p e ople in Fulton County; G ~ orgi a . " 

4. " Thi s is not j u s t a n Atl a nta or G e org i a p r obl e m but a national 
problem'' 

5 . " T h e t a x pay ers are screaming a b o ut h ig h t a x es and red uc i n g 
expenditures. 11 

6. I aske d him w as the r e anythi ng e l se I sho uld t e ll the press on our 
vi s it other than his conc ern ... T h omps on s aid, 111 c an ' t think of 

a nything e l se. 11 

Our visit was w e ll r e port e d in the Journa l , Consitution, WSB - T V, WAGA - TV, 
and five rad i:::i s t ations . 




