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TELE:P.JtONE 

(404) 524•6878 

Re: Zonin g Application of T. M. Al e xan der, 
Jr. a t Si mp son and ',\T e st Lake 

Dea r i\l r. Farris: 

I have r ead in t he Atl an t a Con st i t ut i on t ha t you and 
Al derr.w.n i\ '. illican e xpresse d r csen t1:1ent at the "imp lications" in 
the r e zon i n g re quest I recently f il ed f or T. ·,1 . Ale xand e r, Jr. 
As you kn ow, I did n ot mention e ithe r of you by name i n t he 
r eques t nor t he name o f Gul f Oil Corpora tion. I do think the 
si t u.ati on ?re s ent s somewha t of a conflict of inte r e st pro b le m 
bu t kn o,-r tha t r ea s on ab le an d honorable men (wh ich I consi der you 
and }!r . rl illican to be ) mi ght di f fer with me . I certain l y 
ap;_J r eci a t e the <lile r.ma a politici an wh o works f or a livin g so me 
th1e s has i n honestly re pres entin g h is constituents with out be i n g 
un dul y affe cte d, probab ly unconsciously, by h is pers ona l in tere sts. 

I f I have offe nde d you an d nr. Hillican I apoli gi ze . I3 ut 
I ce rta i nly f ee l ob li gat ed to re pr e se n t my cli en t b y all l e ga l 
means . Af t e r s t udy i ng the situ ati on and t he situs which vvc a r e 
see kin ~ to re zon e , I ar;; f irr.1l y convincecl o f t he equity of our 
rezon i ng re quest . T;1e r e is co mme rci a l p rope rty ri gh t acr oss t he 
stree t an d our p lot i s co np l e t e l y unshi e l ded f rom it. On l y a cas ual 
visit to t he p r e mises woul d convince you t ha t t he plot is a pa rt 
of t he co mme r ci a l activities a t t ha t corner. The Zonin g Sta ff and 
Plann ini Board r e co mme nded t he r e zon i n g . Mr. Al exander ha s agr eed t o 
s e t up generous buffer zones to s h i e ld t he pro pe rty to t h e west arid 
to t he south fr om the si ghts an d soun ds o f co mmerci a l activ i ty (as 
hi s own p l ot is n ot sh i e lded) . 

There ha s be en ta l k t hat Wes t Lake has bee n more or l e s s 
a dividing line p r otect in g Simps on ,ves t of it f r om t he co r.1merci a l 
activities of Si mp s on eas t of it. I submit t hat the protection has 
been "le s s" rather than more. Within t he ne xt few bl ocks goi ng 



!Ionorable r,1ilton Farris -2- Se p te mbe r 8 , 1967 

1·iest on Si mpson ( a n d <letailccl by map and p ictures in our request) 
a r e : a not lovely drive-in restauran t \·1ith a l a r ge pv.r kine lot, 
t ~ o ve ry un modcrn grocery stores, a new d ine r and a r e l a tive l y 
ne w f illin g sta tion , a loun ge just off Si mps on and nume rous 
ap art men t b uildin gs. 

i rr . J\ l exan cle r Ha s not ab l e to s ani t a ri ly and e c onoi:,i c c1. 11 y 
ma i nt;i,in th0 p roperty as rcsidcnti ~l property and offere c.l to ~Hove 
suc h to the Zonin g Comnittee. Ile coul d p ossibly use t he p rope rty 
for someth in g el s e i f th e Zonin g Co rnm i ttc e would al lo1·r it (one 
meH1b er s u r,ges t cd a drive-in and ,mother sa id most anyth ing but a 
service station ). Howeve r, the logical and efficient us e o f the 
corner would be fo r a service sta tion . 

I an p leased that you a r e i n clin ed to vote favorah l y on 
the rc que st. 1'/c in t end to asL t he Doard of Al <le r rne n to p. ran t the 
re quest . l'lh ilc it rw.y be usual f or t h e Board t o fo llo1v t :1c 
rccom~e ndat ions o f a Committee , it is also usu a l f or t he Zonin g 
Co mr.1ittc e to fo llow the reco mmendation of the Zoning Staff on a 
fa vora!::i l e re comr.:en dation. Certainly if the rezonin g is denied we 
be lie ve t ha t due proces s re q uires s ome a rticulat ion of the standar d 
or standards on wh ich t he den i al is based . 

By the ~-1ay i n 1:1y lette r t o Gul f Oi l to -wh ich you a ;iarently 
ref c rre cl in your s ta t er.10n ts to the Board , I said that Gu l f a.p;i aren t ly 
,1as 50 per c e nt more service stations in Atlanta tLan its nearest 
conpet itor , n ot t hat Gul f ha s 5 0 pe rcen t o f the stations here . I 
s p oke 1·Ji t h a Gulf off icial who says that Gul f is f irst in Atl a,1. ta 
thou gh not in the re gion and he attributes this to t he foresi ght 
an cl energy o f r! r . i,! illican, your predecessor in charge o f Gul f , 
in loca ting sites an d in buildin g modern stations here , 

J ith best personal regards, I am 

A111H : c r.1 
CC: Honorab le 
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Sam Masscll, Jr. 
Robert S. Dennis 
E. Gregory Gri ggs 
E . A. Gilliar.1 
John 111. F l anigcn 
Willi am T. Kni gh t 
Q. V. Will iams on 
Hugh Pierce 
Douglas L. Fowlkes 

Very truly yours, _ 

d)ll//1~ 
Albert M, Horn 
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Cha rles Leftwi ch 
George Cots;ik is 
G. Everett ;1Iillican 
n ichard c. rre e m~n 
Cecil Turner 
Jack Summers 
Milton G. Farris 
Rodney M. Cook 




