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153 PRYOR STREET, 5 . W . 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303 

March 31st, 1969 

Mr. Edwin L. _Sterne, Chairman 
Board of Commissioners 
Atlanta Housing Authority 
Ware, Sterne & Griffin 
639 Trust Company of Georgia Building 
Atlanta, Ge orgia 30303 

Dear Mr. Sterne: 

Over the past several months, we have becomef 
increasingly aware of the hardships worked on applicants 
by the one year residenc y r equire ment for Atlanta public 
housing. In our opinion, this requirement is b ad public 
policy and is probably unconstitutional. I, therefore, 
urge the Board of Commissioners to consider its complete 
elimination. 

As you may know, durational reside ncy requireme nts 
in the are a _of public welfare have b e en attacke d r e cent ly 
in the courts . Indeed, a three-judge Federal District 
Court for the District of Columbia has r u l ed that such a pre­
requisite for welfare benefits is unconstitution al. 

The District o f Columbia case , along with othe r s , 
is current l y pending before the United Sta te s S up r e me Court . 
It is likely that a de,cision voiding residency requirements 
for welfare applicants will be rendered in the near future . 

The argume nt before the S upreme Court i n the 
we lfare c ases is e qually applicab l e t o p ub lic h o us i ng . 
No l eg itimate p u r pose of the Federal o r State p ub lic 
housing program is served by a durational residenc y require­
me nt, since the twe lve month rule me r e l y f orces poor new­
comers to Atlan ta t o live in the slums or t o p a y excess i ve 
rent (an d per h aps skimp on other necess i t i es ) unt il they 
have b een in t he Ci ty a f ull yea r. 
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Furthermore, denial of public housing i n Atlanta serve s 
to limit severely a Georgia citizen's fundame ntal rights 
to freedom of movement and association. 

Because of the likelihood of a Supreme Co urt 
decision o ut lawing durational residency requirements 
f or welfare applicants, we are loathe to devote time and 
effort to litigating a similar requirement in public 
housing. If our clients' interests cannot be served_ 
without litig ation, we shall, of course, be ob liged to 
move f orward ~hrough the courts. But I would ur ge the 
Authority 's Board to reconsider its p ositio n in this 
matter. 

It is our understanding that Mayor AlleD has 
taken a personal interest in the residency requirement. 
I am, therefore, sending h im a copy of this l e tter a nd 
urging him t o support our request f or a change in the rule. 

I shall look forward to hearing from y ou soon 
concerning this matter. 

,, 

MDP/c j 

Ice: Honorab l e I v an Alle n, Jr., 
May or, the Ci ty of Atlanta. 

Since r e l y , 
) ' 

''l ( I f ' • !{, .t (, t ) 
Michael D. Padnos 
Dire c t or 




