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Hl.~TO 
The S·~.: Nonviolent Coordinating 

Com:mittee--2~:C-was born out of the 
stru:ent sit-o cn·e:: A conference at Raleigh, 
~or.h Carolim i:1 Easter Weekend in 1960 
foo:e.d the T~rary Student Nonviolent 
Coordin.atiD.£ O:.umittee. At an Atlanta con
ference later t±u:year, officers were elected, 
programs ou;::r:d , and the "temporary" 

drcwed-
From an :mnediate concern with lunch 

couru.ers Zud ~e theaters, SNCC moved 
::_ actimy arros the entire Southern Black 

Partioa:r.r: in the Freedom Rides in 
1961 and a _?Ulillg sense of the depth of 
fear that sh:cijci..most Negroes of the South 
convinced ~ C that some one would have 
to take the rreuom movement to the mil
lions of c:fu::;cr-..nchised, dispossessed and 
degraded 1'e_pes of the rural South 

SXCC DD J'lJST THAT 

.. . August, 1 ;,5: SNCC launched the Deep 
South's first s::::oent manned voter registra
tion proja-....:::.. _ . choosing Walthal, Pike and 
Amite Counne0 in Southwest Mississippi. 
Their drive de·doped into a student revolt 
in McComb, b;_an to spread across the en
tire state and ciminated in the 1964 Sum
mer Project ciE. · involved more than 1,000 
volunteer wcr~.rs. . 

... October, ! ':itl - SNCC wor~ers opened 
· up Albany, Ge:gia for the massive demon
strations that o:lowed that year and have 
since organized -novements in the surround
ing counties. 

... January. ! '-6:i - SNCC workers came 
to Selma, Alir .• s.ma, and with tl1e aid of 
local groups §::!: the stage for the drive that 
resulted in ~ 1964 Voting Rights Act. 
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P ®GRAM 
. . SNCC'S grass-roots approach is· designed to 
. . . build indigenous, trained leadership . . . in 
small communities and urban centers of the South, 
in high schools and college campuses .. . 

SNCC workers organize and aid local and 
stale wide movements, some never identified as 
SNCC proj~cts. This is part of its program to in
sure a continuous comm1lted movement across the 
South. 

This program has captured the idealism and 
imagination of students and adults all across the 
country, and today, more than 150 SNCC field° 
workers are engaged in the always dangerous, 
often dreary and tedious work of organizing peo
ple in the most difficult areas of the South • 

Mississippi - Southwest Georgia 
Central Alabama - Eastern Arkansas 

. SNCC · field secretaries receive subsistence 
salaries when funds are available, but at times 
have chopped cotton and picked squash to secure 
food and a bed. They live in the community they 
work in, in the homes of local residents and in 
freedom houses, for the weeks and months re
quired to break through generations of fear-en
forced apathy and despair. A SNCC worker's 
skills and drive help a community begin. Sus
tained_ personal_ con_tact, discussion and persuasion 
and his de~ermina~1on to stay with the job gives 

. a · community confidence to seek and assert their 
rights and to make their own decisions. 

· · SNCC voter registration drives and work on 
· Agricultural Stabilization Committee elections 

have begun to give forgotten communities a power 
they can use· to build their own organizations and 
to help themselves .. . 

. - t~e Mississippi J:r~edom Democratic Party 
.. : an independent pohl1eal party which educates 
by its work .•. . attempts to involve the disen
franchised in the political processes which are so 
crucial to their lives. . · 

. - the Poor People's Corporation . .. "To 
as~1sl low income groups in their efforts to re
ceive financial assistance to initiate and sustain 
self-help projects of a cooperative nature that arc 
designed to offset some of the effects of poverty." 

- the Mi~sissippi Freedom Labor Union .. . 
farm workers m the Mississippi Delta working to 
improve economic conditions . . . 

. ·- Freedom Schools ... community centers 
. . : .. all these things mean a ray of hope for those 
Wllh no hope of help anywhere. 
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