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Dear Mr. Baxte r: 

I have becbme ~increasingly conce rned with the conditions existing 

in an area of Atlanta that is designat ed as the ~ Pope~ed Bedford- Pine 
~~,~ 

:Not t_ l Quot R HH , Urban J.2.oRe,M: 1 Area ) G,,q. '!.-lt> I • 
I have r ecently made s everal tours of this area and find the 

structures in an extremely bad and oft e n dangerous ·stat e of repair. In 

reviewing this with the city's Building Insp ector, he has advis ed me of 

the practical difficulties that he has in requiring a property owner to 

made a substantial inve stment whe n it is anticipated that the pro perty 

will soon be acquired as a resy ~ ~ rb~n re newaJ. . /'J 
~ ~_;iz__eq,0~ 

The c itY(tia~ alreadv/Jo~;; $1,600,000 of its own funds in ~ ._!_~is 
··,t~-~1/ 

area to acquire stree t and sewe r rights of way a s well as properties of 

those persons who, it was fe l t)were s uffering a severe hardship because 

of the impending urban renewal act i vity . It is now obvious that every 

resident and property owne r in this area is suffering a hardship and the 

City Comptroller has advised me that)even if funds were available)there 

is cons iderable risk involved in advancing funds for any further acqui

sitions that are outside · l e tter of c ons ent areas . This is because of the 
' 

rule that requires us to accept the amount we paid, or t he appraised value, 

whichever is lowe r , at the time we eventually resell the property to the 

project. 

I am cognizant of the fact that the combination of the original 

Buttermilk Bottoms, R-91, Project with the ~ edford-Pine Proj ecti R-101, 

Proje c t, after we had rec e ived Part I approval on the original project, 
rra.-t hc.w,c._ S1> r-..lL,. f'#.i.,Jj "rt' . 
~ caus e dp robl ems and de la ys that ~ otherwise ~ have occurred. :i.lilr. 

c ooo e ctioo u it tt efi o@e e'"1< lioe H8ff'S . I am sure tha ~ ~ s h,e~ .i 

caused by factors occurring at all leve ls, including our own. Regardless 

of the reasons for the de lays, howeve r, I am sure that you can appreciate 

the pligh t of the r es id ents of this area as a r esult of living with the 

impending urban r e newa l act i vity for this pe riod of time . 

The situation in this area is now critical. In revi ewing the 

si tuation wi th eve r yone ro nce rned, it s eems to be the concensus that 

i mmediat e approval of the urban r e newa l proj ect would be the single most 

effective factor in mee ting the p r ob l em. For this r eason, this lett er is to 

r eque st tha t the proce s s ing of this application be pl a ced on a n eme rgency 



sta t us. I wou ld iince r e ly appreciate any assistance that you pe rsona lly 

can provide in obtaining this approval as quickly as possibl e . 

Needl ess to say, your continued cooperation and assistance in 

he lping Atlanta meet its probl ems is very much appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

CLD:cy 




