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THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE VICE PRESIDENT 
ON THE NATIONAL SUMMER YOUTH 

SPORTS PROGRAM 

Captain J a mes A. Love ll has joine d me today to announce a new program 
on e a 'rth ra:the r than in spac e . While m.ost Americans are familiar with 
astronaut L ovell ' s part in the successful Apollo 8 mission, he has another · 
role and another mission as the Presid e nt's Consultant on Physical 
Fitness and Sports. We b e lie,ve h e will _b e e qually successful here. 

T oday I am pleased to a nnounc e the establishme nt of a national summer 
youth sports prograrn which will provide summer day camp experience 
for an estimated 75, 000 young p e ople living in urban areas. 

The program will e nabl e disadvantaged youngsters in 4 0 1netropolitan 
areas across A1nerica to attend sum1ner d a y camps which will b e held 
on the carnpuses of 12 0 colleges, universities and junior colleges. 

Colleges will contribute t h eir gyrnnasiui;ns, swimming pools, tracks, 
playing fields and special purpos e room·s as well a s a full-time program 
director a nd capital sports e quipment at a c o st of $1. 55 million. 

The bal anc e of the program's cost will be financ e d through a transfer of 
$3 million in OEO funds to th e D e p a rtm e nt of H ealth, Education, and 
Welfare which will a ssume responsibility for the program. 

The program will be admini~tered by th e National Collegiat e Athletic 
Association unde r contract to the D e partme nt of HEW. The President's 
Council on Physical Fitness and Sport s w hich I cha ir as Vice Pre sident, 
has been ass ign e d by HEW S ec retary Finch to supervise the program. 
Captain Lovell directs staff ac tivitie s for the Council. 

T his national program is modeled a fter the highly successful summer 
sports progra m conducted l ast year a t the Univers ity of Southern California 
for youngste rs fro1n the ghetto area n e ar its campus. 

The 40 mdropolitan areas have be e n c hos en on th e basis of population 
si z e a nd p e rcenta~e of poverty l eve l famili e s. Our prime target is to 
r e a c h the inner city youngs t e r who has no recourse but the streets during 
the long, hot summer. 
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Obviously w e c annot r e ach e v e ry child w e want. We hope to reach many . 
l • I •d 5 in the hear t of the se c :.t1 e s pov e rty areas to prov1 e at least a wee k 

r e spite of recre ation and l~elaxe d education. 

I 
Thi s is a beginnine:• We ar e t /lpping resource s heretofore unused and 
r eaching youngsters hElretofor'e unknown. As Capt~in Lovell knows from 
exp e rienc e , you cannot reac}:1 ~he moon on the first flight. But you can 
neve r reach the moon if you w ill not try. 

Thi s y ear ' s suc c e ss will pave t h e w a y fo r greate r participation and expand 
h ori z ons of hope whe r e hope is m o s t need e d - - right here at home. 
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