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TO: Chairmen and Executive Directors of Local 
Urban Coalitions 

SUBJECT: HUD Appropri a tions and HUD Personne l Limitations 

As you will not~ in t his week's Legi slative Report, 
Congressional action has been comp l e ted on Fiscal Ye ar 1969 
HUD a ppropriations. HUD was given $2.1 billion, a comp romi se 
bet ween the $1.2 billion approve d b y the Hous e a nd the $3.1 
approve d by the Senate . 

No funds were given to implement the Fair Housing pro
gram which became law earlie r this y e ar, although HUD had 
planne d a staff of 850 and h a d requeste d $11 million for this 
program . 

Nor do these approp ri a tions include f und s for the n ew 
programs authorize d in the Housing and Urban De v e lopme nt Act 
of 196 8 . It h a s b een anticipat e d th a t a supp l ementa l budget 
reque st would b e s e nt to Congress to initi a t e s ome of the new 
programs , including Home Ownership a nd Ren tal Ass i stance . 
The HUD Act author izes $75 million f o r each of t hese p rog r ams 
in the fi rst year . There is now some q uestion whe t her t h e 
supplemental r e que st will be made. 

In addition to all of th i s, the HUD personne l limita tions 
present one of t he greatest probl ems facing t h e housing a nd 
u r b an f i e l d. An increase o f 1, 6 00 person s is projected to 
administer t h e new HUD programs during the next year , yet 
t he Department will h av e to c ut its personne l by 900 unde r 
the limita tions i mpo sed by the Tax Increase - Budge t Cut bill . 

All o f these d ev e lopmen ts point to b l eak times for our 
c i t ies as they t ry to meet their needs in the months ahead . 
We h ad not anticipated so many prob l ems with appropriations 
in the hous ing and urban field , b u t are now face d with them 
because of t h e strong economy dr i ve in Congress and a general 
lack of unders t anding about t he needs o f o u r u rban centers. 

You can b e very h e l pful by : 

(1 ) Communica ting with the President, u rging the 
Admini s tra tion to send Congress a suppleme ntal budget 
request for implementation of t he new Fair Hou sing law 
and the new HUD Act programs (particularly Horne Owner
ship ahd Rental Assistance ) ; and by communicating with 
your Se nators and Representatives , asking the ir s upport. 
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(2) Explaining to your Senators and Congressmen 
the special urgency in the urban field for a HUD 
exemption from the ceiling on personnel . It will be 
impossible for the Department to begin its new programs 
and effectively maintain its present ones if it suffers 
the cutbacks currently anticipated. 

We have called for your help several times in the past 
few months on legislative issues relevant to the urban com
munity. Your response has been very encouraging. Your 
continued assistance is most valuable, and we hope that you 
will at no time underestimate your importance in helping to 
obtain needed urban legislation. 

Sincerely yours , 

~R-~ 
Executive Director 
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