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September 27 , 1966 

Mr. Paul Muldawer 
900 Peachtree Street, N. ·E. 
Atlanta, G eorgi a 

Dear Mr. Muldawer: 

With great interest I read ·Mr. Reese Cleghorn's recent article 
in the Atlanta Journal entitled 11 0ur Underground City. 11 

The Atlanta Convention Bureau i s engag ed in the purpose of 
bringing convention-holqing g roups to Atlanta and servicing them 
after the selection of our city. We compete in this activity with 
seventy-five other cities, and the revenue to Atlanta is about 
$4 5 million as an annual result of conventions meeting here. 

W e are presently selling Atlanta as the new, dynamic, enthusi 
astic city in America with new facilities --both hotels and exhibit 
halls. Most national convention g roups have not met in Atlanta, 
and they are interested in convening in our city. The results of 
bringing a convention delegate to Atlanta are, of course, most 
visible and tangible i n the immediate downt own area. The dele 
gate sp ends most of his money in the downtown area; h owever, 
the p e rsons hired in the store s, restaurants, hotels, motels, and 
nightclubs to serve convention delegates spend most of their 
money in the neighborhoods. 

All citi e s s ell th eir facilities , location, and community activities 
and int e r ests to convention g r oup s; and th ey a r e successful for 
various r easons. We feel Atlanta is successful becau se we are 
n ew, and we exp e ct to r e ach $ 100 million s pent here e a ch y ear 
by convention delegates by the y e a r 197 0. 

In a few y ears the newness of Atlanta wi ll no l onger exi s t due t o 
the fact that many national and regional c onvention groups will 
h ave met h e re in our city. We will be looking for s~meth ing 
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new and different to talk about so that p eople will want to come to Atlanta. 
New York h as Greenwich Village; St. Louis has Gas Light Square; and 
Chicag'o has Old Town. None of these areas are within walking distance of 
downtown. If the old store fronts were restore d and a unique transportation 
system like horse and buggy or street cars were utilized, a new dimension 
would be added to Atlanta, creating a great new inte r est in our city and 
certainly drawing not only local people, but visitors t o the downtown area. 

Because of the new dimension the development of the underground city would 
give t o Atlanta and because we would thus have a new sales tool, the Atlanta 
Convention Bureau would certainly be wholeheartedly in favor of further 
exploration of this idea by the Civic Design Commission. 

JWH:vg 
cc: Mr. Reese Cleghorn 

Mr. T. M. Miller 

Sincerely, 

uJ. ~ 
Hurs t 

Executive Vice President 




