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The Atlanta comrnuni ty - Negro and white - 1vill be making a sad mistake 

if it writes off Tues day ' s disturbances in the s outhside as a plot of out

side agitators, to be dealt with by replenishing the police department's 

supply of tear gas, 

Whatever the i mmediate causes , the incident was another in a 

long series of warnings, that poverty antl segregation breed conditions 

which canno t be solved t hrough the per s ona l courage of the mayor or the 

competence of t he police to handle riots , nei t he r of which has ever been 

i n q_uestion, 

An editoria l comment on Tuesday ' s i ncident s ays " the troubl e followed 

t he damagogic pattern t he country has come t o r ecogni ze s i nce t hi s i s no 

longer one of t hose peculiar s out hern probl ems ", 

Unfor tunate l y the pa t t e r n i s t ragica lly f amiliar - s lums , 1rnempl oy111e11t, 

poor s chool s , continued segr ega tion and a police incident to spark i t. 

Tuesday ' s violence by wha t ever name i s r egr e ttabl e and t he Council on 

Human Re l a t i ons of Grea ter Atlanta joi ns other c i tizens in t he hope 
t ha t it wil l not happen aga i n , We a l s o hope 
that the cit y will make f ull use of the courts t o dea l with any 

i ndividua l s or gr oups in the community whom t hey know to be per petra t ors 

of vi ol ence bu t that a t the s ame time i t wi ll intens ify its effort s t o 

alleviate the s oc i a l and phys i c -"l.1 h l i p:h L ~,h i 8 h i nevi t.~hly r esults i n 

such unfortuna t e inc i rtents , 
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This incident has been repeatedly described as a riot. There appear to 

be as many different definitions of 11 riot 11 as there were spectators at 

the scene on Tuesday, numbers of who!!l say that it was not a riot. There 

was no looting, no shooting, no battles. Perhaps this was due to the 

competence of the police in preventing a riot for which they deserve 

the same praise as for stopping one. One newspaper reported that 11 by 

4:20 p.m., the point at which the disturbance turned into a riot 11 •• 

without any explana tion of wha t happened a t 4 :20 to turn t he dis turbance 

into a riot. We urge the Police Committee of the Board of Alderman to 

prepare and -~nke public a cooplc t c r eport of events as they occured s o that 

they can be eva l uat ed ca l mly and ob j ectivel y . The question mi ght be 

rais ed as to whether it was necessary to shoot in a r esidential ne i ghbor

hood in themiddl c of the afte rnoon to serve a warrant on a robbery 

suspect . Any char ge of police bruta l i t y shoul d be caref ully considered , 

r egardl ess of any t r utalit y di spl ayed t owar ds t he police . Whethe r 

char ges of police brutality prove t o be accur ate or not, the fear of it 

i s a rea l f actor in the conditions which make f or r iots . 

The communi ty might well take this as an opportuni t y to examine and 

eva l uate the enti re policA rec~1i tment and t rai ning programs ind the 

capabi l ity of the c i ty to perf'onr, 1~h<'l 1.·0 1 p 1:i1: orl -r0 7 i .r; n f1111 c \.i_ n H w i t l, t .h e 

present leve l of the police budge t , 

As much as we deplore vi ol ence i n any circumstances , the Co,md l ori TT1Jm::i.11 

Re l a tions of Great e r At l anta does not accept the expl anation that 11 SNCC 

members were dir ectly responsible f or Tue sday 1 s r ioting 11 • 

SNCC member s are not r esponsi bl e for the condi t i ons under which Atlanta 

ci ti.7,en8 live in the S, immer.hi ll anrl. Me0.hanicsville area . 
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SrJCC members were not re sponsible for threat of rent strikes in that area 

a year ago. 

-SNCC members were not r e sponsible for street demonstrations in the area 

during the summer. 

SNCC members are not responsible for peopl e living in houses which the 

housing code finds unfit for human habitation. 

SNCC members are not responsible for children attending school half a 

day, in a building scheduled for repai.rs in the 1963 bond i ssue but which 

was by-passed, 

SHCC members are not r esponsible for parking space for 4 ,000 cars in the 

middle of an area which has no parks for children to pl ay in (and to 

whom the income derived f r om t he s tadi um i s ver;/ r emote). 

SHCC members are not r espons i bl e for the r ecent incident in that same 

neighborhood involving police officer s and the wife of a ba llteam 

member, an incident ,·rhich, r i 6ht l y or wronGl Y, has been described by 

"respons i bl e Negroes " as a white wash of t he police rl. epartment . 

SNCC member s are not respons i bl e for the policie s of the At J. r-mtR. JT0 11n i n,n: 

Authority which make s public hous ing unavailab l e to m:my r P.s idents of 

this nnd other areas in dire need of decent hous inG, 

SNCC membe r s are not r espons i ble for the fact that there i s no Negr o on 

the mayor ' s staff, or i n any hi eh pos i t ion i n a de})artment of the city 

government . 

SNCC members are not respons i b l e for the i ncre::i.sing dispari ty between 

employment opportunit i es for whi t e s and Neeroes and the fac t th;,, t. present 

t rai ni nr.; p.t:Of.7A.ms A.r:8 11op8 l osr, l y in:=vlcr111R. t G t o clo f\e th i s gap . 
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SNCC members are not responsible for maximum welfare grants which do not 

permit families dependent upon them to live in decency and dignity. 

SNCC members are not responsible for the fact that there is no public 

agency in any of the governments of metropolitan Atlanta with a continuing 

and professional responsibility in human relations and civil rights. 

SNCC members are not responsible for the fact that the leadership of 

metropolitan Atlanta has refused to acknowledge that these problem require 

continuing , professional attention, but has acted only in response to crises 

with emergency measures and has continually placed upon the aggrieved 

groups the burden not only of raising the questions but also of suggesting 

the answers . 

To ask residents of the s outhside now to list their grievances in the 

fir st pl ace contradicts the theory that "SNCC members are directly re

sponsible 11, but more ifilportunt it i gnores the wearying succession of 

mee tings and surveys and petitions of r esi dents of tha t area and of other 

citizens during the past months . 

Such a request i gnores the authoritative report of The Community Council 

of the At l anta Area , I nc . , on this and other blight ed areas . 

It i gnores the efforts of the Council on Hwnan Re l ations of Greater 

Atlanta and neighborhood civic groups which resulted in the establishment 

of the Southside Day Care Center and other programs. 

It ignores tho su~veys and ~eco~mendations o3de by the various EOA citizen 

committees, before and after the .es tablishment of the EOA Neighborhood 

Center. 

I t ignores the requests of neighborhood leaders before the Atlanta 

Housing Authority and the Citizens Advi sory Committee on Urban Renewal. 
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It i&nor0s repeated statements before the Atlanta Board of Education by 

parents of the area. 

It ignores the findings and recommendations of the Commission on Crime 

and Delinquency. 

It ignores the continuous recommendations of the Atlanta Summit Leadership 

Conference since its organization in 1963. 

We raake no claims thnt the so]:1tion to the problems are simple. The 

solutions are complicated and costly. They require changes throughout 

the entire metropolitan Atlanta area, and they do not lie in Summerhill 

or in the SNCC office. 

As each of us has had a part in creating the problems, so each of us must 

bear a part of the burden of solving thera. 

Responsibility for dealing with these matters does not lie with "Negro 

l eader ship" or with "white leadership". It lies with "community l eader

ship". These affairs are too complica ted 8.nd too important to the f uturn 

of the entire community to be n e a lt wl~h 11.v n ny :r·a ,.d n Jl v n-r p ,· u , ,nrn i r .<i ll y 

de t er mined segment . 

They will continue to pl ague us a ll until we admit tha t we are a ll equa l ly 

involved . Onl y by our own defa11lt will any out s i de gr oup cai n cont r ol 

of the dest i ny of Atlan t a . 




