CHARLES CHRISTOPHER MSGEHEE

16 ¢ Jones Sireet
Savannah, gecmg,ia

[he Honorable 9van Allen, /Hagf.o;a
C{Lﬁ;f Hall
Atlanta, geongu'a

Dearn Qvan:

The riots in Atlanta 1his week were one og’: the mosit un-
joﬁuncde a’evdopmew in the /L—&Jicmg 05‘5 our native ci.ig, but 9
wand Lo complimeni you on youn splendid handling of this diff-i-
cdt situation. Uoun Judgment and courage were admirnable and
when 9 speak og‘ courage 9 am not Apea/e,{noo, 05’1 the gfac,i Lhat you
me/telg went inio ithe middle ogl 1he mob, but 9 am /Jpeaéing parii-
cwﬁa}dg 05’: your courage in taking the pcu.{,t,iort that you Look
during the riot as well as in vour Aanai&néz 0§ t the situation
laz‘.e,n 9 believe that your aciions will /zave a iremendous
xﬁng‘luence 5‘011 good wilh the civic and siate authoniities ir’uwur?/z-
out the nation.

AU i/uhé,{ng, men who are noi 4o terrnified of a block vote
that thein backbone disappears, know that evejzgifu’ng 1hat we
chernish in ihis counirny is dependent upon law and onden. It
seems that some of ourn nonthern cities should be in the "banana
repubdics”. and 9 am particulardy gratified to see thal youn
finm hand has been A;é)mnq,lu approved 6u the norihern press as
well as the Congz/tezjzj. 9t is also gﬂm‘,cg‘(mg, Lo see that so
many. 031 1he }u'gg&i x‘,/u}lﬁing, negroes, paméicwla,nlzf in Atlanta,
have iﬁou{c};ﬁi thait you handled the situation well,

9 think that youn Atdanta CongAeAAman made a verny goo
siatement when he said that no matiern how we Szu,céf:[e about ,sze
meanmfgz 03‘ "black powe}z”, it inew'.taélg leads to violence. Fon-
iunaiel(c;. very Blew og‘ either nace believe in "black power”,
"white power’, on any othen kind ogz powen thait connotes violence.



9 remember 1hat two weeks ago when we wenre 4idding on
youn porch at Taxaxuag; you, laugﬁx}z‘glga, told how a man in
public Lc'zfe g,fmfm the newspapenr eaﬂl(;,f. in the morning Lo see
what i/aegg, ane Aagu'.ng about him, s0 9 know vou arne /Lappé/, about
what you have nead. Fnd let me add, that when this happened
9 was in Horida and ihe press there was unanimows in your

Blawm.
/Ha/ag_ jlom me in best wishes io you and 1o Louise.

S ,inceﬂ_elgf,

(z@%f 0 Niclehee





