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Jim: Re your query abot any attitudes T might have coneountered about ihe
Braves,

Tue gday

In Phoenix T talked with Harry Sonreboern, the mnaging editor of the liilwaukee
Sentinel, and Arville ‘%r‘hlaben_, the ML of the (il Journal, abowt the Braves,
As"a matter of f=ct, everyhady wanted to tall to them about bthe situation,
I have known both 'fpn for a long tim,(pave Somehorn's brother his firat jo b
when he got cat, of Ilichigan Stale so T am certeain that their remarks were

sincere, .

Both man am realls bupged about tle Braws and o panized haseball and are
n a meod Lo hart the Breres as rodi as possible, Sonneborn said, "Imagine
vhat feelines en-apitero (His laseba'l wrilor wfoce pape T don't recall.)
rust ave Lo be without a job after coverin: baseball in Milwaulze for
thirty-s0me  yrars, ¥e won't have :ne Leam a fler a year "

| Schlaben says Lhat Lhe law i5 on Bleir «d3'c and the: inton? te kee  tle

l Braves in ilwankee as Long ag poteible, He said that orpganized bhall is

! scared stiff of thy corts and tle otlwr cwners want to l=h thibnge simm dain
i am il mke 2 Fight Lo rove e AMlanta next seacnon,

[ t'e said 1t's tourh bo make a wiie who wantz to ret a Aiverce leeep on
sleepine with ber bushand for avobther year d, that ic what they intend
Lo do) Fe said they don't cave i nabody poes th the pames ar if tlrey den't
sell & season ticket, He a tled tlal 4bn Sehlitz company had made a vwry
fire propositiom to keep tle Prawes ab new even bhe brewerv :eople, Lhe
city apd oronby r6fficials, the busitess commnity i= united in the effart
tolern an to Lle Praves thmash Lle e ¥' year,

T didn't cneounter a cinele aditor in Pheonix =—- and the topic was well
Aisengsed —-= whe syipatbized with Atlanta's ef fort Lo pet 2 major luapue
team, s4ecal 1L was the term commenly nned. They don't blame Atlanta beciuse
it anpeaie that the “rares werme in te move gamenlace anwar, bt they
are_critical of the pree: 1* cwhere, Ted smile pointed oot that when Cal
Wiffith hurvd dly moved his ¢Tub to Finrea alis to bae o ntape of that g
TV territery, that the cwrers heeame frightened of the cons quences and
stk spother ¢ luh in Washington, The were a"rald of governwert meddling,

Ted add21 that, the maiore in Livir December meeting in Honsbon reportedly
wlll onkline i expansien prograrm for geveral yars in the fubvre, That will
assign territory am i cities a chino to vt readv, Whether it wil]
affect the Atlanta move, T don't kmow, Ted aays that, Bfln is not in a gond
positim beecanse Y, Pul!shur:h, and Cleveland enecroach on our TV

territory, Wo'lre in  mud) Lhe some situat ien as Milwankee,

At the_airport in Chircago T ran inlo Johnny 'cHale, the Brave GM with wihion
I wert, to school at, ND, He told me Lhal he has mmrori e famiTy 6o Marida
and that e has taken an apar'ment in Uhicagoe where the chib has moved its
nflices, He said, jokin-ly, th't he zneaks back to Milwaukee nunder cover of
dnrkness buk T think he wo= nthering more truth bhan poetry,

i MeHale says the ‘ve Devik's eitizens of bilwankee don't care whether the
(L Braves stay ar not bul,  tla b the politiciame amd city fathers are adamant.,
He sail that the myer of Atlants (T think it was the mayor but if not the
mavor some other hich cit~ official,) called the mawor of Milwankee to
arrange a quiet meebing in Chicago tn try and talk the matter out and reach
some conclueions, The Milwaukee mayor went fn the hotel with geveral offi ~1s
anl! was not in a compromising mood He ewn summoned the press, according



D

to Johnry, and that preoluded any chanoe of arbitration, McHale did not
appear w1y .confident about oompleting the move for mext season,

My pordonal feeling ie that the sporte fan is vexy sympathetic to
Milvauime whioch haa been a great eporte town, They broke attendance records,
built a maw -eladium, won a pernant and now will be left holdim the
raverbial bag.

As Sontieborh sald, wie n Lau Perini brought the Braves to Milwaukwe, there was
atill a basoball tamm Jeft in Boetan,e I think thexe 4s a possibility of
governmont intervention into organised ball if the Braves go along with

a Hilwmktn—bo-ds.nmd abtitule,

The MinoTa are scared of a court test of the reeerve clawse which keeps
the ball players i,n uomt-hing akin to peonage —= at leest in the minors,

= The culprﬂ; is to]adaion, 8mite quoted a fijure which I don't recall

- wtactly bub it was pomthing like the Yankees male mare money on talamion
than 12 diher major loague clubs make selling tickete, And the Yanks,

of course, keep it. 1. If they split the loot like the pro football
losgwa thare wou]d no Milwaukee problem, : :

Hope this answers your QUeIYeeecns





