
Po s i t i o n P a p e r 

HOUSING LOCATIONS P A NEL 

Hou s ing Resources Committee 

For families in the lowe st income bra ckets, $3 ,000 and b e low, which is 

generally considered pover ty level, low- rent Public Housing has to date been the 

. only cur rent means of pro v iding standa rd housing. 

Other Federal as s i s t e d progra ms, such as the FHA 221 d(2) (Single-family 

home ow ner s hip); the 221 d(3) (Thus f a r the w ork horse of the rnulti-family low 

income housing program); and the 235, 235 (j) and 236 progra ms a uthorized in the 

1968 Hou s ing Act, ar e all designed ~o provide sta ndard hou s ing for those families 

whose incomes ar e just above the Public Housing leve l but n o t suffi cient to ena ble 

them to comp ete for standa rd housing in the priva te ent e rprise op e n m a rket, a s it 

is now constituted. 

Rec ent survey , c on ducte d b y a priva te group, s howe d that more tha n 8 0% 

of the e x istin g and proj ec t e d Public Hou s ing units in the Atla nta M e tropolita n 

area a re locat e d wi thin t he City of Atla nta . Furthe rmor e, the FHA 221 d(3) 

mode rat e income hou s ing p r o gram i s prohibite d by F e d e ral law from going in a ny 

a r e a that do es not h ave a certifi e d Wo r k a bl e Progra m . (No n e of the Countie s 

i n the Atlanta Metrop o litan a r ea h a ve ce r tifi e d Wo r k a bl e Prog r a m s .) This 

r es t r i ction h owever do es not a pply t o the F HA 2 3 5 or 23 6 m oderate income h ou s ing 

pr ogram s autho r i ze d b y the 1968 H ou s ing A c t. 

Sinc e the metropolitan area outs ide the Atlant a Cit y Limit s provides j ob 

opportunities and empl oyment for such a l arge p ortion of the Atlanta Metrop o l itan 

population and constitutes the primar y base for the growth of the Metropolitan .area, 

it is only j ust and reasonabl e tha t low- rent Publ ic Housing units and Federally 
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assisted moderate income housing be more equitably distributed beyond the City 

Limits of Atlanta. 

At the present time, in Atlanta I s current housing program, locations are 

needed for ·2, 261 Public Housing units to meet reservations already requested by 

the City and approved by the Housing Assist'ance Administration of HUD. Also, 

Federal reservations and sites are needed for an additional l, 936 Public Housing 

units in order to meet the City 1 s 5-year goal in this important category. 

Under existing Federal policies, the Housing Authority of the City of Atlanta 

is authorized to produce (build, buy or lease) and operate Public Housing units 

·within 10 miles distance of Atlanta City Limits, provided the locations are not 

within the jurisdiction of another legally constituted Housing Authority and if the 

governing body of the administrative jurisdiction in which the developments are to 

be located consents and agrees to provide the necess a ry community facilities. 

Since the FHA 235 and 236 housing programs do not require Workable 

Programs nor form a l agreement by the local a dmini s tr a tive bodies to provide 

community facilities, there is an opportunity under these progra ms for develop

ments to be loc a ted in almost any administrative jurisdiction within the Atla nta 

Metropolita n area . 

We, membe rs of the Housing Locations Panel of the Housing Resources 

Com m ittee , b e li eve t hat a d e quate physical s ites e x i s t (but not w ithout s e riou s 

p r o b l ems as to avai lability), b oth w ithin the City Limits o f Atlanta and in the 

u n i ncorporat e d area s of a dj acent counti e s, to me e t c u r r ent a nd future low

incom e housin g needs, w ithou t detrim e nt t o any g roup o r ne i ghborhoo d. Howeve r, 

.. 



I 

Page Three 

many tests such as zoning, goverrunent agency approval, price, utilities, and 

availability mu3t be passed. These tests greatly limit site acquisition.. We 

also feel that not all future Public Housing units or Federally assisted 1noderate 

income housing should be locate d within the City of Atlanta. 

We further feel that within the City of Atlanta, Public Housing should be 

dispersed a nd that Public Housing developments outside the City should be located 

near sources of employment for the occupa nts, in developments of not to e x c e ed 

200- 300 units each. 

We also believe that home ow nership for both mode rate and low-income 

fa milie s should b e encoura ged, whe r e ever po s sible a nd tha t priva t e e nte rpris e 

should continua lly be enc ouraged to produce needed housing in all c a tegories. 

We w elcome a ll efforts to produce h o using throug h private e nte rpri s e a nd hope 

tha t way s and m ean s will b e foun d to c r e a te h ou s ing thro:ig h thi s tra ditiona l m e tho d. 

We further f e el that Atlanta urgently nee ds a comprehensive review of the 

Zoning Ordina n ce a nd comple t e r ezon ing of the e ntire City (not done sinc e 19 5 4 ) 

in o r d e r to b e s t m e e t the C ity' s n eed s in m a n y fie l ds , t o inclu d e a d e qua t e p rov is ion 

for low -inc ome hou s ing of all categorie s. 

Sinc e reside ntial construction is l a r gely c hanne l ed cost-w i se i n econom ic 

s t r a ta, t hrough r equi r e m e n t s on m1mmum l o t s i ze s a u t h orized f o r resp ect ive 

Zoning Districts , thereb y lim iting uppe r b rackets on c o n s t ruc tion c o sts whi ch are 

p ractica l for the va r i ou s c a t e go r i es , it fo llow s tha t a p a rtm ent z oning mig h t j ust 

as l o g i cally a l s o h a v e sever a l c a t ego r i e s , with s ome p 3.rti c u l a r cat egorie s g ea r e d 

t o l ow- r e nt P u b lic Housing a nd to F e d e rally a ssiste d hou s ing p rograms , such a s 

the FHA 221 d (3 ), 235 and 236 . 
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We therefore recommend and urge the following: 

a. Prompt mutual cooperation and assistance of public bodies in the 

Atlanta Metropolita n area in providing a dequate sites for low-incorn.e 

housing, including Public Housing, preferably in small deve_lopments 

not exceeding 200- 300 units each, distributed throughout the Atlanta 

Metropolitan area and insofar as feasible, in reasonable proxi1nity 

to sources of employment for the occupants. 

b. That home ownership projects be sponsored and encouraged where 

ever possible for both moderate a nd low-income families. 

c. That private enterprise seek to enter the field of low-income housing. 

That a comprehen s ive review and rezoning of the entire City of Atlanta 

be made as soon as possible to meet the constantly expanding n ee ds 

of the City'..::.·--~ 
l 

That consideration be given to establishing separate apartment zoning 

categories for Federal assisted multi-family housing developm ents . 

f. That the Housing Authority of the City of Atlanta actively seek 

appropriate loc ations , both within and outside the City Limits of Atlanta, 

with view to establishment and operation of Public Hou sing develo?ments 

thereon in groups of not to exceed 200- 300 units each, 

g. Tha t the Housing Locations P a n e l of the Housing Re sources Committee 

me et and confer w ith County Comm.issione rs of adjoining counties, encoura gin1 

their cooperation and active participation in locating som e low-rent 

Publi c Housing units and moderate inco1ne housing deve lopm ents in 

appropriate locations within their respective jurisdiction. 
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