
March 23, 1967 

Honorable Lester G. Maddox 
-Governor 
State of Georgia 
State Capitol 
Atlanta , Georgi.a 30303 

Dear Governor Maddox; 

On behalf of the Board of Dii;:ectors of the Atlanta Traffic and Safety Council· 
I urg-e you to give favorable consideration to signing the Radar Speed Control 
Bill . After study in depth by our staff, lam firmly convinced that this measure 

11 prevent many u:affic deaths in our State . 

Migb.t 1 call your attention to the attached chart , illustrating that Geor · traffic 
f. t lities were reaso ble steady (varying .bctwe .... n 900 and 1, 100) from 1950 to 
1962. You will note that the tremendous increase from 1963 to 1966 corro,;;:sponds 
with the period whe the State lost radar . 

In the City of Atlanta lo.st year e r ched a new high of 106 traffic fatalities. 
Compared to the types of accidents which caused traffic deaths prior to 1963, 
the entire increas in fatal accidents occurred through ''leavin the roadway" 
and "crossing the center line ~ head-on collision" accidc s. These are both 
ypc of .accidents brought about by extremely high speed . 

T e existi g bill offers a numb .... r of effective safegu rds against mi se: 

1. lt can only be used h---re the State Traffic Engineering d Saf ty Division 
approved a speed limit, sed on engi erlng study. 

2. No cases can b~ de for speedin le s t 
sou speedlimit. 

10 miles over this e ·neeringl.y 

3. It cannot used close to a change in spe limits, within 30 ys fter the 
in speed limits, or o incline of mor th s ven de e 
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4 . The speed must be mechanically stamped on the ticket hy the radar instru ­
ment. 

5 . The jurisdictions using radar must post warning signs to this effect . 

6 . In the event of misuse, even with the above restrictions, you, as Governort 
may revoke the permit of the jurisdiction using radar. 

In light of the above, I am confident that you will see the wisdom of signing this 
bill promptly, affording Georgia citizens the advantage of this modem life -sa. ving 
equipment . 

00/sp 

Attachment 

bcc:~or Ivan Allen , Jr . 
Mr . George Goodwin 
Mr . Ray Brokaw 

Sincerely, 

George Goodwin 
Preside t 




