
AN ORDINANCE 

BY PLANNI NG AND DEVELOPME NT COMMITTEE 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDE RMEN of the City of 

Atlanta as f ollows: 

SECTION 1. Purpos e and I nt ent . 

The purpos e of t his ordinanc.e is to est ablish prote ctive 

r egulations for trees in the City o f Atlanta in order to bett er contro l 

problems of fl ocding , so il conservation, a ir pollution, and noise in the 

City of Atlanta and t o make the City of Atlanta a more attractive , heal t h ier 

and saf er place in which to live . 

SECTION 2 . D~finit ions . 

Tree : Any woody plant except Do3wood that has a sin3le trunk 

with a caliper of f i ve inches or more at six inches above the ground. A 

Dogwood with a cal iper of t wo inche s or more six inches above the eround i s 

de fi ned as a tree. 

Street: Any officially rec.ognized public right-o f -way in the 

City o f Atlanta. 

Bu ildable Area: That part of any lot exclusive of the front, 

side and rear yards as established by the Zoning Ordinance. 

Par !< 

r ecreat i on purposes . 

Any publicly owned land set aside for park and 

Public Places: ·All lands located in the c ity of Atlanta which 

a r e owned by t he c i ty of Atlanta or any public corporation or authority 

crea ted by Georg ia law benefitins residents of the city of At lanta. 

Tree Prot ect i ve Zone: That portion of any lot covered by 

the f ront, side and rear yard requirements as established by the City of 

At l anta Zoning Ord i nance. 

General Manager: The General Manager o f the De pa r tment of 

Parks and Re crea tion or his author i zed representativ~. 

Annual Tree Permit: That written consent g iven by the City 

Arborist to person , pub l ic or pr i vate firm or agency to prune , treat or 

remove any trees in the Ci ty of Atl ant a . 



SECTION 3 . Ci t y Arboris t . 

The pos it ion o f City Arbor i s t shall be creat ed within the 

Ci t y Parks Depart ment . 

The Ci t y Arborist, a s the agen t of t he City Parks Depar tment, 

shall direct , regulate, and con t rol the care of and neces sary removal of 

all trees growing now or he re after in t he City of Atlant a. 

SECTION 4. Off icial Tr ee of Atlant a. 

The Dogwo od (Cornus f lorida ) sha ll be the official tree of 

Atlanta . 

SECTION 5. Tree Planting and Ma intenance Regul ations . 

The Gener a l Manager shall prepare _Tree Planting and Ma int enance 

Regul ations s ubje ct to t he approval of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to 

implement t his or dinance. 

SECT ION 6. Tr ee Proc t e ct i on Prior to Development 

To pr event the unne ce ssary destruction of tree s on land where 

a bu i lding pe r mit or subd i v i sion app roval has not been issued,the destruction 

of more t han 25 per cent of t he t ree s on any one parcel of rea l pr operty 

wi thi n t~e City-' without prior approval of the City Aborist shall be prohibit ed. 

SECTION 7. Tr ee Prot e ctive Zo ne . 

The Tr ee Protective Zone shall correspond with that portion 

of the l ot covered by the fro nt, side and rear yard requirements as established 
v 

by the Zoning Or dinance . 

Tb prevent the unne ces sary destruction o f trees during develop­

ment or redeve lopment of any t ract or lot wit hin t he City of Atl ant a , t r ee s 

shal l not be cut , othe rw i se damae ed or de s troyed within the Tr e e Pr ot ect ive 

Zone except in a ccor dance with the Tree Planting and Ma i ntenance Regulat ions 

and ~he pr ovisions of t his -ord i nance . 

SECTION 8 . Submission of Site Pl ans f or Development t o Ci ty 

Arborist . 

A s ite plan for the deve l opment or imp rovement of any tract 

of land l ocated in t he City o f Atlant a shal l be s~bmit ted t o t he City a l ong 

with the applicat ion f or a building pe rmit . No building permit shal l be 

issued until the s ite plan has been r ev iewe.d and approved, in writ in:3 , by t he 

C:i,ty Arborist and a permit as provided in Sect ion 10 has been issued . 
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Such plans shall be rev i ewed and either approved or denied a nd a le r mit as 

pr vided in Section 10 issued or denied within fourteen (14) days of suh ­

mittal otherwise such plans shall be cons i dered a;lproved and such permit 

considered issued by the City Arborist. In the event such plans are denied 

t he reasons therefore shall he reported, in writing, t o th~ appl icant . The 

s i te plan shall show, in addition to the usual requirements t he ollowin~ 

information. 

A. All existing trees within t he Tree Pr otective Zone which 

a re at least 5 inch cal i per at 6 inche s above t he ground and all Dozwood trees 

wh ich are at least 2 inch caliper at 6 inches above the ~round. 

B. Trees to he removed and trees to be ma i ntained . 

C. Snecifications for the remova l of existing trees and 

protection of existing trees during construction . 

D. Grade changes or other work adjacent to a tree which 

would affect it adversely wit h specifications on how the g rade, d.,.ainage and ...,, 

aeration will be maintained around the tree . 

The function o f the City Arborist in the review of site llans 

wili be to see that trees are retained in lawn or paved areas withir, the 

Tree Protective Zo~e without making demands on the owner which would de~y 

him the reasonable use o f his land. 

SECTION 9 . Tree ·protection Durin5 Development . 

During any building , renovating or razing o erations , the 

b11ilde r shall e~ect suitab le pro t ective barriers fifteen feet f rom the trun~ 

of t he tree around al l trees specified to be ma int a ined and shall not allow 

storaze of equipment , mate r ials , debris or fill to be placed in th is area 

except as may be necessary fo r a r easonab le time if no other storage space 

is available . 

SECTION 10. Permit s . 

A. None of the f ollowing acts to any tree shall be c0mmitted 

without the proper permit of the Cit y Arbor ist, exce,t as pr vidcd in Secti n 1 

1 . Cutting , pruning, damag in~, r emovin~ or killin~ a t~ee 
by any means . 

2 . Cutting, disturhin~ or j ntc~ferin3 in any way with 
any root of a tree by e~cavatinz soil, e "ther f0 r 
irading , irenchin~, ditching , or tun 1elin~ within 
fif teen fee t of the trunk of a tree . 
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3 . Pavin;; with concrete , asphal t or other im:,~rv·i_ous 
mat~rial within 5 fe et oft e outside diame ter of 
tree . 

l3 . A ,vritter a)plic< tion for a permit is req1:.'.red fc-. r any 

work on or affectin~ trees as listed in s~ction A above . 

1 . Such ap~l ica t i on for a permit must be made to t he 
City Ar orist a reasonable length of time in advanc ~ 
of.the t i me the work is to be done . 

2. The City Arborist shall spe ci fy the work t o be do~e, 
acco r <linr; to t he T!"ee Plantin~ and Ma int e nance Re;:;u~a ­
tions, and may ins pect t~e wor k in progr ess 2nd rnakr a 
fi nal in s pection u2on the comJletion of t . e wok i~ 
ne ce ssar y . 

SECTION 11. Pe r mits - Exemptions . 

A. Public uti lity comp anies, governme ntal agenc ie s a :,d ;) r iva t e 

companies empl oying tree experts shall b 2. e:<e~pted from the provisions o~ t 1is 

ord inance, provided, howeve r , that such comp anies or agencies shall obtain f r om 

the City Arborist an Annual Permit. 

Such ?ermit sha ll certi~y the cami liarity c f s uch co~7anie s 

or agencies and the ir a~ r eement t o comp ly with the Tree Pl ant i ng and 

tenance Regu l ations following their i s suance and approval . 

}1a i ;i -:~· _ 

t.%;,Ji 
B. ThE: ow"1ers of propert y or their aut;10rized re )resentatives 

in areas zoned R- 1 throuih R- 7 wi ll not be subject to obtaining permits £or 

wo rk t u be performed on trees located on such prop~rty unde r the p rov isions 

of Section 10, except where more t han two adjacent lots are being developed 

at one time . 

SECTION 12 . Bni ld:i.n3 Hovin,c; Permits . 

The City Arborist, along with any ot er affe cted cit y departrn nt, 

shall r ev iew and approve all ap lications fo r building moving pern its befor e 

the City will Br ant said permit . 

SE CT ION 13 . Tran smittable Diseases . 

The City shall have the authority t o i ns ist tha t property 

owners treat , or require prope rty owners t o have treated any tree s or s tored 

portions of trees containing tree killing insects or vectors 0£ tree di eases. 

If the City Artoris t determines the disease war r ants immediate actio-.1. to 

c~rb its spread to healthy trees , the C\ty may cut or destroy said trees rr-

stored portions t1:creof usin3 the minimur. action reqt1 ir .d to r eve t t:1 

spread of disease . 



SECTION 14 . TrAes Interferin~ with Use of Streets. 

The City Arborist shall have the authority at any time to 

remove any tree or part s thereof , growin3 on public or private p r operty 

which inte r feres with or endange rs the use o :£ .'.l street or othe r public place­

in the City of Atlanta . The owner , where practicable, shall be notified i n 

wr iting by certified ma i l of the existence of the condition i nterferin~ with 

or endange r i ng the use of a street or othe r public place in the Ci t y and give 

a reasonable time f or its correc tion or r emoval. If not corre cted or remnved 

, ithin t he time allotted, the City Arborist shall cause the condition to be 

co rrected or r emoved. 

SECTION 15 . Emer0encies . 

In case of eme r gencies such a s windstorms, ice st orms or other 

disasters, the requirement of Section 10 may be waived by the G~nera l 

Manager during the emergency period so that the requirements of thi s ord inance 

would in no way hamper private or public wo rk to restore order in t he City. 

SECTION 16. Enfor cing Authority. 

~The . Atlanta Parks and Recreation Department shall be charged 

with the enforcement of t h is ordinance . 

SECTION 17. Viol a tion and Pe nalty. 

Any person violating or failin:; to comply Hith any of the 

provisions of this ordinance , upon conviction thereof, shall be fined a sum 

not exceedine $500.00, or may be imprisoned for a t erm not exceedin~ 60 days , 

or both. 

SECTION 18 . Appeals. 

In the event any person is dissatisfied with a dec ision of the 

City Ar borist adversely affecting such person involving the app lication of 

this ordinance, such person may make a written request to the Ch.'.lirwan of 

the Parks Committee of the Board of Aldermen, which Committee, together with 

the Build ing Off icial, shall hear any complaint s of such person . After a 

full and complete hear ing of the complaints. of such perso n, the appeal board 

consisting of the above -named parties shall render its ·written opin ion 

affirming, overruling or modifying the decision of the City Arborist as mny 

be fit and proper under the existing circumstances. 
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SECTION 19. in0.s . 

Money collected from fines shall be deposited in th., City ' s 

General Fund. 

SECTION 20. Other Ord inances Re1ealed . 

. Any and all ordinances and parts of ordinances in confl ict 

herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 21 . I£3alit of Ordinances or Parts Thereof . 

Should any section, c lause or provision of this or d i nance by 

declared by the court s . to be invalid, t he same shall not affect the validity 

o~ any other provision of this ordinance. 
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