
I. 

FACT SHEET 

YOUTH OPPORTUNITY CAMPAIGN 1967 

The Atlanta Youth Council is serving as the task-force for this campaign. 
Rather than confine this year's campaign to summer employment only, both 
at the suggestion of the Vice President and because the logic of his suggestion 
was already apparent to many here in Atlanta, our program will include 
employment, education, recreation and in a secondary way, health. 

A. Because the schools provide the ideal vehicle for selling this program 
to high school age youth, we have developed this program through 
the high school counselors. 

1. April 26: Memorandum will go to counselors and principals 
of 26 high schools outlining the program and asking for their 
enthusiastic support. 

2. May 1: Kit going to each school will contain: 

a. Abbreviated employment application forms for summer 
jobs through the State Department of Labor's Youth 
Opportunity Center, together with return envelopes 
for transmitting completed applications back to the 
Center. This early recruitment will help eliminate 
the logjam that occurs at the Center when school is 
out; it will give the less motivated youth the guidance 
of the counselor in taking this important first step; 
and it will put summer paying jobs in perspective 
with other types of summer opportunity. 

b. Colorful posters for display throughout schools will 
feature a message appealing to this age group. 

c. Sun-burst design lapel buttons which use a "teaser 
approach" to generate interest in Youth .Opportunity 
Week. They simply say "I Am" in response to the 
slogan "Be a Summer Swinger", which appears on 
the poster and other material. 

d. Comic books developed by U. S. Department of Labor 
as part of the Youth Opportunity Campaign kit. 

3. May 4 : Comic _books will be distributed through junior and 
senior home -rooms and strong announcement made of Youth 
Opportunity Week, May 8 - 15. 

4. May 8 : Employment application forms will' be made 
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available through junior and senior home -rooms and 
students urged to consider the w hole range of summer 
opportunity - paying jobs, volunteer work with Head 
Start programs, summer school and recreation 
programs - and discuss these w ith the couns elor. 
Counselors will have information on summer school 
and basic recreation programs and will refer volunteers 
to the H e ad Start volunte er r e cruiters. 

Since many youth who need to be re a che d by this prog r a m a r e s chool 
drop-outs , this information w ill a l so b e disse m i nat e d through the 
Neighborhood Service Centers and City recreation centers. 

News media will be prov ided with full information, suggestions for 
special programming ,public service announcement tape s and slides. 

B. The cam p a i gn w ill m ake a s trong app eal to the p r ivat e s e cto r t o provide 
summer jobs - 10% to 20% more than summe r 1966. 

1. A mail cam paign to 13, 000 employe rs in the m e tro area w ill 
cons i s t of: 

a. I nitial mailing fr om Sta t e D epartment of L abor 

b. Mailing from Atlan t a Youth C ouncil 

c. Mailing from Youth O p p o r tuni ty C ent er, offering 
incentive of a Brav e s b aseball t icket (s i m ilar t o 
1966 p r ogram) for each s ummer job made availa ble 
to youth 

2 . New s releases w ill go to A tlanta Chamb e r o f C ommer c e, 
business and civi c associ a tions, news media , etc. , 
spelling out t h e whole campaign but making special 
appeal to empl oyers . 

C. Three concu rrent surv eys are inventorying our re c reation res ources 
and preliminary findings indicate urgent need for e x panded recreation · 
opportunities. These surveys are: 

1. CIP overall R ecre ation Survey, now in first draft form. 
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2. Inter-Agency group self-survey - Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
Campfire Girls, Girls Clubs, Boys Clubs, YMCA, YWCA, . 
etc. - now being compiled. 

3. Church-related recre ation surve y being conducte d by Atlanta 
Youth Council. 

D. Through news media special programming, etc., we hope to continue 
the initial motivation of a summer opportunity campaign throughout 
the swnmer in as many ways as possible. 
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