January 22, 1963 |

¢

Mr. Ralph McGill,
The Atlanta Constitution,
Atlanta, Ceorzis,

Dear Ralph:

T was dslighted with your handling of the Glovar case
in your Mouday (January 21st) columnu entitled “The Folly of
Barriers.™ 1t was splendid,

lhere was iundeed an earlier Georgia case than the -
Glover case decided by the :uprsme Court of Georgia in 1915,

namely Carey v, City of Atlanta, 143 Ga, 192,
at

Whille the Glover casc was simply &« "per curiarm headunote
decision,” with no written opinicu, in the Circy case Judge Sam
Atkinson for the court wrote a magnificent opinion declaring a
1913 Atlanta City Ordinance prohibliting white and colored persons
from residing iu the same block unconsiitutionals This was also
2 uranimeus decision and was later cited by the Sug @ Court of
the Upited States in LV
opinion of the court 1nc1udad a lcng excernt from ﬂ-'
opinion in the Carey casees Y

Wnen a similar ordinance came before the court, Judga
Atkinson also wrote a short but vigorous dissenting on%q&
' ant which held the inlnec
id, which case was subsaquentT  overruled by the Glavar
d‘cisioﬂ. y

Inn't it stringa
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This perhaps is a shinipng example of one of Chief |
Justice Bleckley's terse sayings: “That court is the best ‘
which relies as 1ittle as possible on iis own opinions.™ :

Best wishes. \

Sincerely,

Leonard Haas
LIis LPM i |

P.8. Judge Atklinson's decision in the Carey case was
also cited with approval by Judge Tuttle in writing for the Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals an opinicn affirming oue of Skelly
Wright's decisions striking down the Touisfans Statute seaking to
_mnintnin seg: gated public selivols. grlceans Sclby
] g : s t-l.to 161"'.
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