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I bring to your attention an article in the Sunday Atlanta J ournal-Constitution 
about the r e nt strike against the Public Housing Project in St. Louis b e cause 
of the deplorabl e condition the property is in. The article r e late d that the 
proj e ct w as 12 y e ars old and the elevators are out of order, ther e is garb ag e 
in the hallway and ex treme valdalism, most of which is done by childre n who 
live in the proj e ct and who are fr o m fatherl e ss famili e s. Ther e w as also r e 
porte d cans , bottl e s and garbage in the yards. The article r e p ~Hte d further 
that the s e p e opl e propose to continue this "r ent strike " until this deplo rabl e 
condition is cor re cte d b y the City of St. L p uis b y pro v iding mor e p o li ce pro
tection and b e tter janito~l s e r v ic e . It s eems to m e that some of the s e probl e ms 
could b e solve d by b e tte r hous ekeeping on the part of the tenants inste ad of ex
p e cting the g o vernme ntal authority to look afte r the m. 

I h ave jus t written a l e tter t o R odn e y C ook re lating to p o ss i ble l e gi s l atio n 
a gainst t e nants o f w illful d e struction to p ro p e rty. It s eems to m e that now 
is th e tim e t o re quir e the tenants to s ho w re sponsibi lity and a ppr e ciation fo r 
t h e i r own p r op e rty a s well as the property of o th er s . W e w ill b e happy to 
d o a nything we c an t o h e l p thi s t ype of l egislation throug h the p r oper chanel s. 

K i nd regards , and I l ook forw a rd to h e aring yo u s p eak to o u r Boar d on 
the 15th . 

JBC tj 




