Dacember 124 1960

Mr. Ralph McGill,
fue Atlanta Constitution,
Atlanta, Jeorglas.

Dear Kalph:

For your information, I think the following has a
bearing on the segregation questione

Tn 191s in the case.of G Ve CALY Atlanta, ¥
148 Ga. 285, tae Supreme Court of Georgia by unanimous dacjs!‘h3$
held unconstitutional a City of Atlanta Ordinance which forbade
colored persons Lo oceupy houses in Llocks whora the greater
number of housec are occupied by walte personse. (Richard Be.
Russell was of counsel “or the petitioners wno secured the
ruling of the coart,) That decision iz still the lay of Georgla.

In 1948, in Shelly y. Kramen, 3#+ U.S8. 1y the United
States Suprsms Court refusca to enforce a covenant that property
should not be usea or cccupied by any person exzept thoss of ths
Caucasian race, The court held that the agreement Itself did
not wiolate the 1%th Amendment &s. the 1kth Amendment 1e directed
against state nebion only. Jut the court further held that the
action of state courts in enforcing this restrictive covenant
was to be regardsd a< action of the stata withiin the 14th Amend-
ment, and amounted to a denial of the equal protection of the
lavs to the peljitjoners.

This 1s not for publication.
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