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08tober 20,1966 

Mayor Ivan Alle n 
Atl anta , Ge orgi a 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

Some time ae;o, in regards to t h e outcome of the runoff between 
Ellis Arnall and Lester Maddox , you had some very unkind and unwarrantec. 
st a t ement s to make. 

Sinc e I am not a Republican it l eft me in a v ery l ir.1.i ted c a teg ory. I 
can ch oose one of the following a ccording to your stateme nt. 
1- I gnorant, 2 - Prejudice, 3 ~ A react ionar y. Accor ding to.Webs ter 
I do n ot be lieve I can fit into e ither c ategoryo If I measure my-self 
Hith your 11Ha lf Bushel 11 I probably fit all three o 

If being for Law and Order, insisting a man should be ab l e to central 
and u se p rope rty which he has worked f or, and pay taxe s on, if believing 
in t he Ame r i c n sys tem and Preed om, Real }'reedom, puts me in one of t he 
c a t egories, then I am g lad to be c all ed e ither. 

I s impl y c annot understand why you , Mro Johnson , and many more of your 
kind c annot be satisfied with the p rogres s and succe ss of the United 
States. According to what I can f ind out, we are the g r eat es t Nat ion 
in History. The most f r ee, the most honorable, the mos t compas sionate 
not to mention the mo st succ e s sful ., It is too b ad t h at the grea t men 
in our past have been so dumb and sel f c ent ered. 

It is a shame tha t we did n ot h ave men l i k e you and Mr. Johnson to draw 
up our Constitution. I can jus t s ee it now. I know that you and 
~r. John son a re both great and c ompass i onate that y ou are willing to share 
everything y ou have with everyone e lse. Thi s is . t he re a son y ou are both 
millionaires. If y ou had not h a v e been so ; e nerous, understanding 
and so willing- t o help others , you, no dou bt, woul d be able t o enj oy 
work ing each d ay a s I and many others are d oing ., 

Yes 1'.1r. Allen, I apprecia te men l ike y ou who sit back and say nothing 
when Julian Bond s ays n o one should g o to f i ght in Viet Nam a.:1.d pe ople 
who do are murderers. He should have this right. It is one of the 
Fr eedoms but it is not rie;ht for Lester Maddox t o protec t his property 
and the right to say who uses tha t propF.:r ty .. He should have let the 
negros u se his pr oper t y just l ike t hey usec Leb 1 so 

Mr. Allen, t h e most impor t ant Christian trait to me is "Compassionu 
"The Ab ility t o put one's self in t he other man's s h oe s. " Whe n you 
made statements in the paper, did you put y ourself i n my shoes? Can 
you n ot believe that Lester Maddox is an hones t , sincere man just because 
he does not agree with you? Do you believe in your convict i ons enough 
to hurt yourself as badly financially as he did just t o star.d u p for 
what you think is rieht? You and y our kind have been accusin8 people 
like my-self of being i gnorant, prejudice and fu ll of h a te for a long 
time. If you are really interested in right and finding out the truth 
why don't you spend as much money and effort to find out as Le ster Maddox 
dido 
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tv1r . Alle n 

Have y ou ever supervisec. a ne ~ro worker? Hav e you worked side by 
s i de with o ne '? Have you be en i n school with one? 1,,-Jhy don't y ou get out 
an( res.lly f ind out whose fault t ni s mess i s ? 

No Mr. Aller. , you don't want to f i n d out. Due to much noise and h alf 
trnths put out by peopl e o f your kind , t h e a v er ar:; e Southern person 
hJS been r ediculed, cursed, abused and mistreat ed b ecause the real truth 
~ns not k now~1. Thanl<S to i r..creasBd Communication, wo!'kine; tog ether and 
persona lly knowing a few de c ent Sou thern pe ople. The Northern peopl e 
a r e b eginning to findout the truth . This is only the beginning. I have 
worked f'or Northern peopl e for thirteen ye ars o The South isn't chang ing 
but the North is. They a r e b eg inninz to realiz e the prop&g anda y ou 
11 Do Gooders u have been s prayin g t hese many years o 

\,{'nen I read of the excuse s you and your k ind put t..p for the vario1J.s 

riots i n c. i ~'fe r e nt Cities I r eally be come worried. I d on't curse y ou 
and start making a b u nch of untrue s t a t ement s like youo I try to under
stand and t el l my- self it is ~e cause you have not lj_ve d a life similar 
t o t h ese people . I f p overty and ~ a rdship is justifica tion for the se 
riots, the South would h ave bee n under Military rule f or the past 100 
y e a rs. Even during the depression , c rime d id not appro a ch t h e 1:'le i ght s 
it has rise n today . 1tJhen School deseg regation c ame about y oti and yours 
yelled , OBEY. I t s the l aw of the land. Did y ou remind 1•.r . Garmi chae l 
of the l a w of the l and? Di d you remi nd Mrs. Arron o f the Law of t he land? 
Or did y ou compromi se ? 0 o you think Lester Maddox would have c ompr omi s ed? 

No ~ r. Allen , I d o not think you have the right to c all any Maddox 
supporter na,nes of any kind. I thin k you should take Fl. g ood lon,s look 
at y ourse l f and your beliefs. 

Just a word in parting, I am sure y ou are well set whether the Ivan All e n 
Compan y stay.::, in business or not. You could think of the people who are 
worki rip; in that Company to make a liv elihood f or themse lves A.nd t..h.e ir 
faGilies when y ou s t art t h rowing wi lful, hateful statements . The se 
statements d o not hurt you n ear as much 8.S these loyal employees. I 
j 1.1St hop e a ll the Ivan Allen customers are as under s tanding about this 
a s we at J asper Rubber Company. 

Very truly yours, 
I • r 
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J{E. IngJam 
Gen . Mgr. 




