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Chai rman 
Board of Alderman 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Dear Sir: 

27 Oc t ober 1967 
624 Flamingo Drive, S. W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30311 

By way of introduction I am Lt Colone l Raymond W. Quinn, US Army, 
Ft McPherson, Ge orgia and 624 Flamingo Drive , S. W., ~ tlanta, Georgia 
30311. 

On Thursday, 26 Oc tober 1967, at approximately 1610 hours, I was 
present at a meeting of the Board of Alderman (fo r t he firs t time in 
my life) to listen to a pe tition from a development firm to rezone 
Wi llis Mill Road, North of Flamingo Drive , from a re s identia l area to 
an apar tment zone. Since the opposition was a llotted ten minutes, I 
was unable to spc.:1 k my piece a nd I r ealize I c oul d have r emained until 
all of t he peti t i ons had been heard, a_nd the n have t es tified . M, 
military duties during this week prevented me from stayi ng l a t e r than 
1630 hours. I do not know whether or not a decision has been ma de in 
thi s matter , but rega rdless , I offer this i n conside rati on . 

My plea is a pe r s onal one. This may not mea n much in a world where 
money, streng th in numbers , and s t atistics seem to i nf luence the de­
cisions of s ome authoriti e s . I do not have a pe t i t i on beari ng ma ny 
signatures; I have no pe tition at all . I f I did have such a document, 
i t would be sig ned by s uc h l umina rie s a s my wife , my son , me , my two dogs 
(Sheba and Charlie Brown) and the many houst. g ue st s , both mi lita ry and 
civilian, I have had since we built our home in Aug us t of 1964 ; which 
l ea ds me to my next subj ec t, my lot, 

Today, I mark twe nty- s i x yea r s of serv i ce . In Nov -mber of 1963 I 
wa s rea s s i gned fr om France to Atlanta a nd pr omptly moved into a n apart­
ment , so I am familiar with apartment living a nd t he habits of so:11e of 
t he people who occupy s uch dwe llings, We l iked what we saw in Atlanta 
a nd immediate ly deci ded t o live here permanently upon my reti rement in 
March of 1971 . Wi th t his t hough t in mind, we looked for a house to buy 
or a lot on which t o bui l d a home . After mont hs of s earching we f ound 
what we considered an i dea l spot on Flamingo Dri ve , S . W. We purchased 
the lot from the Wilson Real t y Col•.pany and had our home constructed. 
After we had moved i nto the house my son and I proccedec' to clear the 

•1 



land from our house to the creek (UTOY) which took approximately five 
months. (As a matter of interes t, the good city of Atlanta hauled 
away f i f t een truck loads of brush and debri s). We a lso clea ned out a nd 
r earranged the rocks in the s tream to pe rmit a continuous f low of the 
water at the border of our proper ty. We still clean the stream bed of 
debris after each heavy rain and during this time of the year because 
of the falling leaves, As a n after thought, two years ago (I spent the 
last year in Vietnam) I star ted to clea r an additional part of our lot 
and it took me two days to negotiate a 45 by 45 foot strip. This will 
give yo u a n idea as to what my son and I had to do to make this, in OJr 
opinion (whi c h is also sha red by many others), not only the most beauti­
ful lot on the stree t but one of the nices t in southwest Atlanta. I 
invite you a nd your associates to see for your selves. 

Now as to the land developing a gency and the hearing itself, Two 
weeks ago I received a notice fr om the Planning Commi ssion regarding 
the Rezoning Proposal. I was one of £our or five pe opl e to r eceive such 
noti f ication, even though it would appea r to me that a ll of the residents 
of Flamingo Drive could be a ffected by this propos it i on, I have never 
been involved in this type action before, so I called the Wilson Real 
Estate Age ncy to secure some information pri or to the hearing , I did not 
rece ive anything s ubstantial from them at tha t t ime; however , Mr. Mike 
Wil s on did call our home a f ew days l a t er anJ said he would like to 
brief us (my wi fe and me ) on the plan for deve l oping the area in question. 
On Monday , the 23rd of Oct obe r, Mr , Wi l s on and the developer came to my 
home and presented t he proj ect, I bri ng this poi nt out only t o illus trate 
the fac t that, a lthoug h (according to the proponent s peakers at the meet­
ing ) this plan had been developed over s i x months ago , no one f rom the 
Deve lopers or Wil son Rea lty had the common courtesy t o call upon us and 
get our response t o the plan, I t's not that we weren't availab l e; I r e ­
turned from Vi c tNam in :rune of t hi s year and my wife rema ined in our home 
during rny tour overseas, If thi.s is fair business pr oc('clurc t hen oppar nt­
ly my sense of justice i s warped, 

To conclude this epist le, I add the f ollowing in no specia l chrono­
logical order. My life savings have gone into this house/lot inves tment 
and I am not wealthy s o I cannot afford t o suffe r a drastic loss in property 
value . I continue to pour my money in this house/lot complex because we 
love our area but this will stop if the apartment hous e s are permitted to 
be built. Our house was robbed in broad daylight in March of 1966 (you can 
see we are rathe r isolated , by choice), but I ca n live thr ough this but I 
could not tolerate the thought of apartme nt houses in the near vicinity. 
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We love At lanto and a l l of Gcorc i n and i t s peopl e . It ' s true we or e 
" trans pl an ted Ya nkees" but we f ee l the r e is no pl.:1ce l ike At l a nta and 
no place l ike our home a nd lot, I am s or r y to sa y t ha t i f t hi s r e­
zoning acti on g oes t hroug h, t he n I wi ll have t o sa y adieu , i f not to 
a ll of At l anta , a t l eas t to t he Sout hwe s t Sec t i on . I rea l ly thought 
afte r 26 yea rs I wo ul d move no r.ior c , but i t appea r s there wil l be one 
more time , 

As one 
commi ttee , 
Creek wi l l 
upstream? 

l a s t it em, I of fe r t hi s t hought f or you , s i r, a nd your 
Can you pictur e wha t this beautiful, bl ue co l ored , Utoy 

look l ike wi th an "a pa r t ment hous e /rec r eat i on area " compl ex 
I ca n . Thank yo u fo r liste ni ng . 

Sincere l y , 

cc : Ma yor Ivan Allen , Jr , 
Gove r nor Leste r G, M,a ddox 
Editor , Atlanta Journa l /Cons ti t uti on 
Editor , Week l y Star 




