
MINUTES 

HOUSING RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

July 17, 1969 

The regular monthly meeting of the Housing Resources Committee 
; ~ ~ held at 10:30 A.M., Thursday, July 17, 1969, in the main 

a ~ditorium of the John o. Chiles Home at 435 Ashby Street, S.W. 

Invitational notice, list of those invited, with attendance 
of members and guests indicated, and other related documents are 
attached to the file copy only of these minutes. 

Chairman Alexander opened the meeting by greeting and thank
ing all the members for attending the meeting. 

The Chairma n then asked if the members would rather meet 
at different places such as Public Housing Projects, etc., than 
to meet at the same place every month. He explained that if 
~ce tings were held at other places, the meetings could be 
e d 1cational. There was general concurrence for holding some 
~a ctings at other places than the City Hall. 

The Chairma n then called on some of the Chairmen of the 
~ ~ffe rent Pa nels f or reports on the activities of their Panels. 
Ie ca lled first on Mrs. Dorothy Gibson, Chairman of the Social 

t .J pects Panel. 

Mrs . Gibson stated that she made a telephone survey of five 
jifferent o rganiz ations to find out their reaction as to the need 
f c: ::: emergency housing. She called the Butler Street YMCA, Urban 
·63 gue, Atlanta Po lice Department and the Community Council. 

;~ ,-2, Gibson als o stated that she then called the Salvation Army 
- J ~ 3et their reaction . The Salvatio~ Array stated that they do not 
-.)1 that the re is much need f or emergency housing; and that most 
, :_ t he Salvation Army Shelters arc i nadequately staffed and cannot 
~r ovide any more shelters for emergency cases. 

Mr s. Gibson stnted that the Community Counci l rec ommended to 
i ts Executive Committee for emergency assistance on all needs. 

She then stated that the Salvation Army has an apartment 
type hotelj (four units) to rent at 44 Delta Place, N.E., near 
Euclid A ve . and Edgewood Avenue, but that the Salvation Army 
will not rent it out unle cs they have more staff and that they 
will not rent to j ust anybody. 

Tom Gibson, son of Mrs. Dorothy Gibson, was then called 
on by Mrs. Gibson to ma k e a report in conjunction with Mrs. 
Gibson report. 
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Mr. Gibson made a r eport of a survey he had conducted of part 
of the personnel of the J. P . Stevens and Company~ He reported 
that there wore 269 houses and out of the total number there were 
16 9 vacant and 100 still occupied. 

He stated that he visited 62 houses for questioning and that 
33 of these were vacant. Eleven were occupied but heads of house
holds were not available; that ho questioned 18 heads of households. 

As a result of the quest i oning, 4 5% d i d at that time have 
definite plans for new housing before the deadline of September 
1, 1969; 37% had looked for new housing without success; 18% had 
not sought new housing; and that 0% were moving to public housing 
(only one man had even applied and said he r e ceived no answer). 

As for find i~!I j obs, 100% of the people in this aree stated 
that J.P. Stevens had he lped them to find new jobs and 11% said 
tha t Stevens had helped in finding ne w housing. 

There ~as an a verage numbe r of 2 children per house~ The 
a verage r e nt f o r the houses i n the J. P. Ste vens property was 
$2 5.00, which ha d b een t ake n di r ect ly from the i nd i vidua ls' 
pa ychecks. 

The Cha irman then pointed out tha t the Ve terans Administ r ation 
48 Hospit a l i s vac~nt and the houses ar ound the hospital tha t 
were the sta ff qua rte r s a r e a lso va ca nt. He st a t e d that a meetin~ 
wa s held Ju l y 16 with Mr . Wi llia m bl l i son, Executive Admi n i st ra tor 
o f EO~ , a nd Col. Ma lcolm D. Jones r e~arding this location. There 
i s ope n l a nd f or play area that would ma ke this place ideel for 
emer ge ncy hous i ng . Ge ne ra l Services Admi nistration (GSA) a nd 
EOA are work in~ together to f i nd some way to fund t h is project 
s o tha t it ma y be used as tempora ry e mer gency hous i ng . 

Mr . Jones then c omment ed on a t e l e phone conve rs a tion he 
had r eceived tha t day fr om Mr . Golden, Pl a nt Ma nager o f t he J . P. 
Stevens and Compa n y . Mr . Gold e n sta ted t ha t the ma jor ity o f 
people were s imp l y staying and taking a dya nt age of t he f r e e rent 
and utilities until the f irst o f Sept e mber . Mr . Golde n did state 
that some o f the Elderly a nd familie s with ma n y chi l dren are having 
a hard time finding apartments that will take them . Mr . Golden 
suggested t hat a Housing As sistance Office be set up t o help these 
families in finding other places t o live . He also stated that he 
would send notices around t o thesepeople indicating place and 
location of this office. He would have a representative of the 
J. P. Stevens and Company to work with the City, EOA (presumably 
Mr. Hess's Office) and a representative of the Housing Authority; 
that he would like for this office to be set up on the 28th of 
July or no later than the first Monday in August. 
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The Chairman the n called on Mr . Robert Watki ns, Executi~e 
Di rector of the Greater Atlant~ Housing Development Corporation, 
a nonprofit housing sponsor, to see if his Corporation can do any
thing about this situation~ Mr. Watkins stated that the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce is working with him on this project and that 
they arc trying to buy these homes, relocate them and rehabilitate 
them~ 

The Chairman then asked Mr. Watkins if there is any practical 
way tho houses could be moved to another site? Mr. Watkins stated 
he believed so. 

M~. Augustus Sterne, Co-Chairman of the Housing Locations 
Panel, stated that the Committee should talk to Mr. Ed Harrison~ 

Mr. fllexander then calle d on Mr. Les Parsells, Executive 
Di rector of t he Hous ing h uthority and asked him if he could provLde 
a representative from the Housing Aut hority to work with the J. P. 
Stevens project. 

Mr. Pcrsells stated that he coul d provide 2 or 3 people but it 
would be on a part-time basis bec~use of a shortage in personnel. 
He then stated that he could provide a full-time employee f or about 
$30.00 a day. 

The Chairman then called o n Mr. Ed Be nson to make a report 
for the Construction and Design Panel. 

Mr . Benson stated that Mr . Jim Wr ight and Mr . A. T. Connell 
mad e a presentation to his Panel for a proposal for an Urban Design 
St udy within the Model Citie s area, The Construction and De~ ign 
Pa nel wa s aske d to endorse their r equest to the Model Cities 
Executive Board for funding o f tho proposed study. 

The Panel d i d n ot fool that the proposal as pres ent ed was 
speci fi c enough to warran t endorsement. ~ r . Benson stated that he 
and Mr . Frank Cln rkc , Ge orgia Te ch, were req uested to check fur~her 
with Mr. Wright and Mr . Conne l l concerning the proposa l . He stated 
tha t now they arc satisfied that th is is a worthwhile proposal a nd 
it is therefore the rec ommendati o n of the Cons t ruc tion and Design 
Panel that the Housin8 Resources Executive Committee ei ther endorse 
the proposal themse lves or permit the Construction and Design Panel 
to endorse this proposal to the Model Cities ~xecut i vc Boa rd . 

n motion was made, seconded and adopted that the Housing 
Rosources Committee as a whole endorse the proposal by Mr. Wright 
and Mr. Connell. 

The Chairman then called on M . "rcher Smith, Chairman of the 
L~gal Panel, to make a report for hi s Panel . 

• 



I 

/ 

Page 4 

Mr . Archer Smith reported that the Legal Panel is working 
on a proposal which they intend to make as a recommendation to the 
e ntire Housing Resources Committee for e stab lishment of a new 
Ci ty Housing D~ partment to keep all detailed infor mati o n on housing 
and to have s ufficient empl oyees to be able to keep all records 
current and to do all research a nd statistical wo rk that needs to 
be d one . 

The Chairman then called on rth: . ,_ ichard Harv ey , Chairman of 
the Pub l ic Re lations P2nel. 

M:t . Harvey stated that the Public )1,:c la tions Panel would like 
f o r e ach Pa ne l to na ko r ecommendations to t h e Cocmit t ce on the 
goals of the Committee as a whole and any other ideas on which the 
Pu b lic Relations Panel could set up some t ype of Publicity Canpaign 
to get across to the citiz e ns, business, ~gencics, e tc . the 
necessity for ha v ing Public Reusing and Lo~ - incooe Housing . 

Mr . Harv e y als o state d the Aublic Re lations Pa nel is charged 
with setting up o c et in~ with t he candidates for Ma y or, to have · 
each one of t he c andida t e s to cone b efore t h e Conoi ttee a s a ~ h ole 
a t one o f our o eetings . It was s u g g0stod that the oeetings be set 
up with the ca ndida tes the week of 3epteobe r 1st . f not ion was 
oade , seconded and ad opt e d tha t the Public 1~1ations Panel would 
s e t up meeting with the candidates for the week of Septeober 1st . 

Chairoan f lexand er then c a lled on Col . J o ne s to coaoent o n 
t h e Publ ic He a ri ng o n rev is ion of the Bu i ld ing Cod e . 

Co l . Jones stated t hat a t the fi r st Public H~ari n g b y the 
Build ing Co~mi ttee J u ly 1 5, a s result of request by thr e e 
o rganizations, one o f which wa s the HRC , that action on the Cod e 
was deferred u n t il after a nothe r Publ ic He aring scheduled f o r 
10 :00 h . M. J ul y 29 . 

Col. Jones s t a t e d tha t the r e ~re only 40 c opie s of the 
p r opose d rev is i o n of t h e Bu i ldin g Code i n e xiste nce . Col. J o nes 
stated tha t h e h ad se nt a letter to the Cha iro~n who we r e inv o lved 
in t h is p roject . One c o py of the c ode v.as sent to Mr . Ell i ott 
f o r the Constructio n and n ~s ign Pane l; one was t u rned over to 
M · , Freenan Hutton for tho L~e;al P~ncl 8nd one is in the Office 
o f the Housi ng R ; s ourccs Coonittec for re~ iew by any o f the n e mbers . 
Col . J ones said he wou ld like const ruc tiv e c omo e nts to be s e nt to 
hiLl n o la t er than 5 : 00 P . M. on Mo n~ay , July 21 , ~nd b~ would 
e n d e av o r t o c onsolidate and to e;o t t hese conr.1c n t s to the Bu ild i ng 
Official in tioe for t he 10:00 n.M. Publi c H _aring by the Bu i l ding 
Codo .t'dvisory Board set for July 22 . 'l'his Coi:mi ttee wil l need 
12 copie s of the c omme nts ( nine for t h e Pdvisory Board and 3 for 
the staff ). 

• 
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Col . Jones the n commented on the req u ireoent s for admission 
to Pub l ic H1,usine;, rec ently g i ven to him b y the Hous i ng Au t h ority. 

Col . Jonas stated that t he fir st basic requireoent for 
eligibility i s t hat a faoi ly mus t be residents of At lant a ~hen 
o aking application . Faoilies just oovin~ to the City are elig i ble , 
but they c ooe way down the lis t of priorities . By the way of 
priority , urban r e nc~al faoilics arc housed fir st , then in follow
ing order - cod e c n fo r c e oent , faoilic s withou t housing, fanilies 
about to be without h ousi ng and fao il ies in substandard housing . 

Co l . J ones said the followine are net i nc ooe lioits for 
admission to Pub l ic Housing : 

No . of 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
3 
9 

10 

P,2rs ons 

or n oro 

][ncoo e Linits 

$3 , 200 
3 , 900 
4 ,100 
4 ,300 
4,500 
4 , 800 
4 , 900 
5 , 000 
5,100 
5 , 200 

Col . Jones also state d that as of J u ly 1 , 196 9 , a pp licants 
for pub lic housing o ay apply a t any public housing devel opment 
or the Central Office in t he Hurt Building . 

Tho Ch airman then introduced Mr . Frank Sheetz, Sheet z and 
Bradfield , P.rc h itocts , to show a sound a nd slide presentation 
on What is Public Housing? 

Mr . Sh e e tz gave z pr e s entation on Public Housi ng and the 
basic requir ements for Public Housing. h lso stated in the 
pres e ntation was the numb er of Housirig Authorities as of March 
31 , 196 9, in tho Southern part of the United States , which 
consist of: 

Georgia 1 92 
Florida 6 3 
Sout h Caroli na 19 
North c~r o l i na 72 
Ke nt u c k y 99 
Te nnessee 78 
hlabaoa 137 
Mi s s is s i ppi 4 0 
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This presentation was concerned mainly with small 
coomunities r8ther than larger cities, but illustrated the need 
for low-income housing in small towns, thereby ea s ing the 
pressures on large cities such as AtlantD. 

The Chairman then stated that anyone who woul d like, could 
take a tour o f the John O. Chiles high ris e building for the 
Elderly. The tour consisted of visiting the craftsroom, the 
library and a tour of an apar tment . 

D C 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

-,, ; .. ' I . Q \ () . 
{,• y t.,,C,~_,o-1!_,-v 'h ix._) ,,->J o ·;_,.-~Jf,,Y' 

Ma lcolm D. J one(3 
Housing Coordinator 

Enc ls: As stated (with file c opy) 
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