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The progress made in the first year of our Authority 
has exceeded our most optimistic expectations. The suc­
cesses achieved and the public and private acceptance of 
the rapid transit project have been most encouraging. 

One of the first tasks facing the Authority when it 
officially came into being January 3, 1966 was that of ob­
taining funds to begin the revision of the 1962 plan for 
rapid transit and the preliminary engineering on the sys­
tem itself. The $300,000 financial support pledged by the 
pa rticipating governments provided funds to set up offices 
and matching funds for application for federal funds. Ap­
plica tions were made to and granted by the U . S. Depart­
ment of Housing and Urban Development for funds to 
finance two programs. These funds were immediately put 
to work, and the work is under way. 

Later in the year another application was made under 
the "Section 9" provision of the Mass Transportation Act, 
and this also was approved, providing us with $369,000 to 
expand and continue the work being done. 

In December, then-Governor Ca rl Sanders announced 
that the State budget would contain a r equest for $500,000 
over two years for MARTA. This was made possible by 
a constitutional amendment which was approved by 55 
per cent of the voters in the State in Nove~ber, and _is 
the first financial support from the State m the rapid 
transit project. 

The nucleus of the MARTA staff was formed with the 
a ppointment of H enry L . Stuart as General M anager. Mr. 
Stuart has begun the work of securing qualified persons to 
fill key positions. 

The acceptance of the project by Federal , Sta te, and 
Local Governments, and by the people of the State At 
Large, and in the M etropolitan Atlanta Area, has been 
most gra tifying and inspires us to increase our effor ts in 
1967 for even greater strides toward our ultima~e goal of 
providing our citizens the most modern, efficient , and 
economical rapid tra nsit system possible. 

RICHARD H. RICH, 
Chairman 
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On June 28, 1966 we signed a contract with the con­
sulting engineers, Parsons Brinckerhoff-Tudor-Bechtel for 
preliminary engineering work on the North-South Line 
between Oglethorpe and the airport. The Atlanta Region 
Metropolitan Planning Commission also signed contra cts 
with Parsons Brinckerhoff-Tudor-Bechtel and H ammer , 
Greene, Siler Associates to update the 1962 plan in its 
entirety. This committed to the work approximately 310 
thousand dollars of which $62,500 was local funds. 

The financial r eport on page 3 and the charts on page 
4 indicate the income and expenditures of the Authority 
during 1966. These figures include the non-recurring ex­
penditures required to establish the offices for the staff, and 
the funds committed but not expended as "matching funds" 
for programs financed in part with federal funds. 

The preliminary engineering and updated planning 
will result in definition of routes, operating expenses, fa re 
structures, and service requirements in the light of changes 
that have occurred in M etropolitan Atlanta since 1962. 
This work will place your Authority in a position to pro­
ceed with detail design and right of way acquisition. 

In the closing days of the 89th Congress the passage 
of the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1966 was one 
of the most encouraging events of the year . It means that 
our work will continue without interruption . 

This very complex job of developing the best rapid 
t ransit system in the world requires ca reful planning and 
engineering, which , in the early stages, is very time con­
suming. W ork is moving ahead as rapidly as possible, con­
sidering the requirements for attention to detail and high­
quality planning and engineering, and the yea r 1967 should 
see some major achievements in the engineering efforts . 

HEN RY L. STUART, 
General Manager 

Richard J-l . Rich , Chairm an (right-center, with pipe) presides oi·er 
m eetings o f the M A RT A Board of D irectors. The Board m eetings are 
held th e first T uesday of each month , and are open to the public. 

T he Second International Conference on Urban Transportation will 
be held in Pittsburgh, Pa., April 17-19, 1967. Theme for the Con­
ference will be "The Urban Push : Cities in Motion." 

" If an urban rapid transit system never earned an operati~g profi t, 
it would sti ll pay for itself a thousand times over through its bene­
ficial impact on real estate values and increased assessment." G. War­
ren Heenan, Past President of the Toronto (O ntario) R eal Estate 
Board . 



STATEMENT OF 

CASH RECEIPT AN SBU MENT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1966 

Cash R eceipts From: 

Local Governments 

Other 

TOTAL 

Cash Disbursements For: 

Planning and Engineering (Note 1) 

Administrative & General 

Unexpended Funds 

TOTAL 

$290,895.00 

429.48 

$291,324.48 

72,848.09 

96,072.07 

$122,404.32 

$291,324.48 

1. The Authority has a contract with the Atlanta R egion 
M etropolitan Planning Commission to u pda te the 1962 
plan and program of rapid transit for the Atlanta 

metropolitan region. The Authority is committed to 

pay $61,188 for this work of which $31,250 has been 
paid as of December 31, 1966. The remainder of the 

funds required by the P lanning Commission for this 

project (approximately $122,000) will be provided by 

the United States Government under Section 701 of 
the Housing Act of 1954. The Commission also has (1) 
a contract with Parsons Brinckerhoff-Tudor-Bechtel to 
provide the engineering services required to update the 

1962 plan, and (2) a contract with Hammer, Greene, 

Siler Associates, Inc. to update the financial and organi­

zation considerations of the 1962 plan. 

The Authority has a contract with the same engineers 
to provide extended work and engineering support in 

addition to that provided under the Commission con-

tract. The engineers are to be paid cost plus a fee for 

each project under the contract (total cost not to ex­

ceed $100,000) . 

2. The Authority has a commitment from the Department 

of Housing and Urban Development of the United States 

Government to advance $125,000 to it t o be used for 

preliminary planning and engineering for the construc­

tion of the initial operations of the rapid transit system. 
The advance is noninterest bearing and repayable only 

upon the start of construction of the system. The Au­

thority has entered into a contract with Parsons Brinck­

erhoff-Tudor-Bechtel to perform this work. 

AnTHU R A.. ..... OEn sr:N & Co. 
/\T....,.-Y,o. ,Qr..oMO l,O. 

To the Board o r Dt r ec t or a o r 

Hetropolttan At.llnu l!aptd 

TTa n11Jt Autho r ity : 

lie have 11 z u:1!ned the ata t 111111nt or caah r acetp t i: and 

d t ,bur11 11::111nt1 o r the ?-let r o po l1tan Atlanta Rapid Tr 11nalt Author ity (, 

Ceor11ta ciuntctpal cor por ation) ror the 1aa r ended Decaabu· Jl , 1966 . 

Ou r 11 111:i l na tton 11a11 made in accor dancet 111th 111n11 r al l 7 a ccepted 

audlttn1 ounda r d, , and accordtna l y inc l uded •uch te•U or th• 

•ccount1n1 r ecord11 and 11uch o t her audh1n1 p r o c edur e• aa '-'e conaldercd 

nece1e, r1 1n the c!reu:1Unce1 . 

In our opinion , t he aee:0111panyln1 a tateaa nt preHnt• ra! r ly 

the c1111h r eceipt• end dt11bur11e:.,.ent11 or the Hetropoltun At lanta Rapid 

Tr ana!t Authority !'o r the yea r ended Decembe r )1 , 1966. 

Atlanta , Geor11a , 
January 12 , 1967. 

Drawings of rapid transit cars now in use or on order by 
existing rapid transit systems. M ARTA engineers will ex­
amine all types of rapid transit cars before final design is 
determined. 
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"The reason for building the system itself gives rise to a compre­

hensive set of environmental design requirements that need most 

serious consideration. Though the system is a utility, in the sense 

that it is a useful necessity, it isn't like water, or light or heat, or 

even telephones, in that everybody needs some for his own use. 

It's equally a necessity to those who don't use it. Those, for in­

stance, who drive on less crowded roads and find parking spots 

easier as a result of it. So that there is no one who is not affected 

by the existence of the system, whether he rides on it or just looks 

at it, or never even heard of it-if that's possible ... If there can 

be more to it than just fast, safe transportation and if it can con­

tribute to the life and the growth of the community and if it can 

enrich the rider a little bit, then truly it will be a design for people 

and this is really what is happening." 




