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Our Chairman, Mr . F.dwin sterne, has asked that we reply to your letter dated 
February 22 expreasing your thoughts and those of your class on the ubjects 
of public housing and urban r newal . We ar glad to h ve the opinions ex
press din your letter nd to ha~ an opportunity to respond with addition 1 
information bearing upon these matter • 

Your lett r states that the class developed an impr ssion that urban r new l 
was "urban removal" for many N ro families . We hav found that this impr s-

ion i wid ly h ld, not only in Atlanta, but throughout the n tion. The 
displac nt of families in Atlanta has taken pl c not only becau of urb n 
r n al but. also be use of clearance for express y r igltts ... of .. w y, other st et; 
rights .. of- ay, school, parks ., playgrounds, d privat ·redevalo nt. As among 
the tore oing, ~ n r newal has accoUl'Iti d for approximately 26 . 1% ot t ly 
disp c nt during the last ten years arid exp s w y cl ranc )4.6i. Th r -

ining 1 made up of Cod Enf'orc ent, ov r income in public housin and other . 
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The urban r enewal program, in recognition of the fact that families had moved 
out prematurely in the past , now permits staff activities to inform families 
and to work with famil ies prior to the time they become eligible for relocation 
assistance . These efforts are apparently being successful in the nm er urban 
renewal projects such as West End and Bedford- Pine . We hope to become in
creasingly successful in this respect in the future . 

Partially due to the efforts of the Atlanta Housing Author ity, but primarily 
through the studies made under the federall y.assisted Community Improvement 
Program study., the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Atlanta became 
aware· of the fact that insufficient replacement housing for l ow and lower
moderat e income families had been buil t in contrast to that which had been 
demol ished through various progr ams . As a r esult of this, the Mayor held 
Housing Conference on November 15., 1966, and announced a crash program to pro
duce 16.,800 such dwelling accommodations within a five year period. This 
program has been implemented and appears to be moving forward at a rapid pace. 
At this point , it seems apparent that the f'irst two year goal of 9., 800 dwelling 
units will be substantially achieved. 

Please widerstand that relocation assistance afforded displaced families to 
help them find suitable living accommodations and pay relocation costs iae 
available only to families displaced from urban renewal projects until recently. 
Few cities in the United states made any real attempt to furnish relocation 
assist nee to families displ ced by governmental action other than urb n renewal. 
At the present time, and for the past two years, the City of Atlanta has a con
tract with the Housing Authority to operate a Central Relocation Service under 
which the City pays for staff and incidental costs. The displacement of families 
due to governmental ct.ion such as rights-of-way and housing code condemnations 
is made known to the Central Relocation S rvice and the families involved a.re 

sisted in finding new accommod :tion • Ther are no funds available from hich 
to make relocation payments similar to those made for urban renewal project 
displa.cees axe pt limited funds for highway right-of-w y displace • Mor than 
50% of famili s -displac d by thes actions have been satisfactorily r located. 
While thie . s not an axe 11 nt record, it is c rtainly much better than pr -
viouely. It is our hope th :t time goes on, funds will become availabl 
1th r from loc or der l sources with which to operate mor succ saful 

program. 
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From the references made t o the Antoine Graves Homes and to the John O. Chiles 
Homes, both projects of this Authority, I beli eve that your visit must have 
been made some time ago si nce the situation at Graves has changed considerably 
from the descripti on gi ven in your letter . The former project now has a very 
bright and lively appearance 11th an attr acti ve color scheme ranging f~om 
chartreuse to orange in the courts by reason of the f act that the panels sur
roun<i;ng the balconies have been painted harmonizing colors . The i nterior 
court no't has a. tile floor as does the l a rge balcony just above . 11.n attractive 
plate glass encl osure has been installed in f ront of the building featuring 
heavy aluminum frames so t.hat t he enti re front is quite attractive and pract i 
cal from ·the standpoi nt of controlling the i nflux of cold air in the winter t i.me . 

The project has further been improved by the purchase of chai rs, sofas and 
tables f or · the public spaces, all des igned £ or use by elderly persons . Your 
letter makes no menti on of the fact that the Antoine Graves Homes has by far 
the l argest. and most attractive open garden ar ea in our projects of this t ype . 
It is attractively l andscaped and equipped wit h benches for the use of tenants 
who may wish to be outdoors in good weather. It is on this open area that 
the east si de of the building f aces, giVing perhaps t he most attractive view 
of any of these projects . 

I might mention t hat the unit costs of each of these t 10 projects were almost 
identi cal . Bi ds on t he t wo projects were taken l ess than t wo months apart and 
i t happened that t he same contractor 1as the successful bidder on both proj cts . 

Antoi ne Graves Home was recently awar ded an Award of Merit f or Design Excel
lence by t he Amer i can I nstitute of Architects , t he only proJect of ours so 
honored. 

You w re incorr ctly i nformed t h t t he Grava Homes project had all Neg ro 
t nants whil t h Chile Home project contain d only whit famil i es . N r o 
f amil i es 1ere dmitted t o Chil es Homes wh n ver t hey had '° qu st. d t hi 
t h i r fir st choic nd t heir appl i c tions had been filed ar l.y nough to be 
r ch d . In the initi l pr ocess of filling this p r oject, fourt N r o fami• 
lie were admitt d. A singl el der l y white person w admitt d to Grav s Ho s 
sine thi project was her first choice, 

I ean st. t e c t e orioally t hat t h r wa. no "old pr acti c f l of unequal hou ing 
in t h Ci t y of At lanta duri th period th :t proj cts wer eegr eg ;t d. All 
project h :ve b n desi ned to the am cri t r i by outstanding a.rohit eta of 
th city d hav the same quali ty of construction and the s f ciliti s 
throughout . 

In our y y r in the fi ld of housing we hav, of cour , ob rv d that 
ving f anli.li fr slums to public housi ng do a not compl rt J.y, nor uto-

maticall.y, ch their living habit • Our ma.nag ent aifs r equipp d by 
tr i ning nd experi nc to d l with many tenant probl and thi is don 
wi thin th limit of stat!' that we r abl t.o upply. We r not abl to 
financ Dep rtm it ot Soci l S rvic wit hin our budg t but w hav con i "" 
t ntly broUgbt into our project the ervi c of other noi to cope with 
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the needs of t he families . There is a wide r ange of city, county, publi c and 
private agencies, all of ,1hom ar e concentrating efforts on our public housing 
pr ojects in the fields of recreation, education, health, empl oyment and social 
servi ce , By way of example, both Antoi ne Graves and John o. Chil es Homes have 
programs co-ordinated by Senior Ci t izens Services, Inc., which is f unded by 
:EDA and has been established to i nsure t hat publ ic space is used effectively 
for recreation, other leisure time activit ies, as wel l as f or clinics and other 

, pu}jl i c health programs. 

At this time, we are also working closely with the Ful t on County Department of 
Famil y and Children Services t o arrange office space in Per ry Homes to house 
workers of that Department in the pr oj ect . This should r esult in a saving of 
t he time of t he social workers and shoul d increase t heir availability to those 
of our tenants needing their services. A similar arrangement may soon be tried 
in other locations . 

As you probably know, we include in the development of our projects community 
space for various social and recreational purposes . We provide these facili
ties with the maximum permitted by Federal design standards and, over the past 
few years, re have been successful in adding to some of our old r projects 
facilities which gere originally omitted or under- designed under earlier 
Federal economy drives or earlier inadequate standards . It is the provision 
of this space that enables us t o work with the many l ocal social and welfar 
agencies in providing a ma.ximwn of their progr ams to our tenant boey. 

I am taking the liberty bf enclosing a lightly worn copy of Preliminary 
Report on Services and Needs Concerning Public Housing Residents . I b lieve 
that to aome degree it reflects our concern !or our tenants . The enclosed 
r port reflects the r~ports mad on one proj et only. We have continued OUT 
survey nd now ha.v mor substantial body of information. In the meanwhile, 
while w were surveying other project , EOA came into th picture 1n Atlant 
and th ir· servie s cut acros much of the subj ct matte:r of our survey. It 
t.h n seem d most appropriate, since they had th :vaila.ble manPQwer and f inane ... 
i, , that w off er our full st cooper ;t;ion to th , move which b li v was 
of mutual benefit . It the time e e that the e rvices t,"e no r c ving 

r, not avail bl to u ; we sh ll hav to . ch ls h r for r, sourc Of 
eours , w currently reoeiv servio directly from many of tb agenoie ho 
in th future .may b abl to expand their effort • 
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