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By E.RN.EST i' I . PHJ...R, 
William \V, (Bill ) AJ.l ison, 

who will on J uly 15, become 
the firs t blac k Executive Ad
ministra to;: of Ec on_o_.rn l:c..D..P.:: 
portun ity _ E.QA): \','.hose pro·
gi'ams .. adm ir1 iscer primarily 
to black peop e, told the Ir -
quirer this week he " will 
s tress greate r deve opment 
and us e of community re
sour ces to assist EO,\ in 
this job of fighting poveny.' ' 

All ison, who came to EO,\ 
In l965 . Director of P lan

ning, is moving up from the 
numbe r two pos ition as De 
puty Director bec ause pre
s ent head T . i\l. (J im ) Par
ham is accepting a position 
with the Institutc= of Govern
ment at the Unive r sity of 
Gebrgia . 

P2rham , who will be R spe
cia li st in the fie ld of social 
we lfare , discussed his ten
ure as EOA head this wee'· 
with the Inquirer , noting, 
"i fee l reF. I goo. about my 
te rm at EO:\ , We ' ve made 
s ome or anizational pro
gress and some· key s taff 
members ha,·e developed 
very nicely and are r eady to 
step in. " 

Of Allison , he sa id , ·,.1 
t hink we c ouldn ' t have fOLmcl 
a better man to take ove 1·. 
He 's bee n 2n important p2rt 
of impro\'e org?.iliza tional 
ga ins . He ' s demonstrated his 
ability to work with e \·ery 
le Ye l of the c ommtmity an 
t he s taff hes conf ide:ice in 
him ," 

Alli son , a 195() gra uateof 
Dooker T, \i as L :;ton High 
School here , earned hi s un
dergraduate degree from 
Oe Pauw Univers ity in 
Gree nc as ,k, In,. ia na in 195-L 
He Sf)t!nt two yeai-s wilh t!.e 
U.S. Army i\'ledic2.l Corps in 
Europe and in 1956 atten, ed 
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Nonhwestern Law School. A 
ho der of the :S.l ,_..\ . degr c in 
P ubl i::: • dministr:; tion from 
the University of P itts urgh, 
he s ent 1957 in the :--tiddle 
East on a pilgrimage towards 
the ceate r ·of the Baha ' i fa ith. 

Fi-om 195S to 1963 , he was 
a r esearc h;, ssociate ,•:iC:1 the 
Counci l on Economic and 
Culturnl Affa ir s, funded by 
J ohn D. Rockefelle r , Ill.He 
did r esearch on pon:- rty in 
the Phil!ipines, Befor e com
ing to EOA , :ie v:as Director 
of the :--!erit Employment 
Program for Am er i:::an 
Fr·ie nds Service Committee 
in lligh Point, N,C. 

Aske ii anticip.; ted any 
problems as a black ad
ministrator of EO_·\ , Alli 
s on s2.id , "I anticipate tha t 
r\ tla nta will c onfer upon me 
the same honor and 1-es ec t 
a s estowec u on my pre
decessors ." (C. 0 , Em
merich p_n,i Parham ) 

One si e l i :;'.ht to the Alli
:;on ar,pointin ::nt c omes from 
l\.lrs . Xernona Chyton , col·· 
unlll ist,. T\' i-v r sona li ry and 
t\lode l ' itie s s taffer , who r:2-
marki'd t hat "some::i dy 
ought tv give Bill an honor. " 
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:\ i\egro woman, :\lrs. 

Clayton s a id , r eacted \':ith, 
"! don 't see 11·hy nobody 
s hould ho11or· him . He ain 't 
hired no l\egroes yet. I-le 
a in' t gonna give no i\egroes 
jobs . Same difference . " (:\1-
lison d oesn ' t assume his 
new du ' '-es until J uly 15). 

Speaking of Parham, Alli·· 
s on s a id , "I t hink this is a 
loss fo r EO.-\ , 1-le ' s been a 
good dir ector , but I have a 
lot of inte rest in this pro
gram a nd look to direct a 
large program such as EO.-\ 
with a cons iderable dezree 
of enthusiasm ," 

Al lison , who will s uper
vise !~ neig-h orhooj serv
ice centers , some 38 dif
ferent progr ams and an an
nual bLdget of $11 mil!io:- , 
s a id, " l will be trying to 
s t ress greater development 
and use of community re
sources to assist EOA in this 
job Qf fi ghting poverty. 
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